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HISTORY 
on 

MAURICE, Count SAXE, 


Field Marſhal of the French Forces, 
Duke Elect of CouRLAanD and SEMIGALLIA. 


Containing a curious Account of all the 
WARS of EUROFE 
| ICE TRE = 
TREATY of UTRECHT, 
In which he was concerned : | 
„ N 5 
A Detail of the ſeveral BaTTLEs and SIEGES. 
wherein he either commanded or aſſiſted: 
| : Particularly thoſe of | : 
PRAGUE, ASCHAFFENBURG, FONTENOY, 
 LAWFELDT and BERGEN-0P-Zoom: 
. JJV | 
The Invaſion of ScoTLAND, the Expedition 
to Port FORIENT, 
And many other remarkable Tranſactions. 
To which are annexed, his laſt Will; and a De- 
ſeription of his pompous Funeral. | 
The whole interſperſed with 
Various other Particulars, relating to the Amours both 
of himſelf and his Father, King AucusTus; as 
well as to his Election in CouxLAN D, and the un- 


lucky Effects of his ſlighting the Ducheſs, who 


would have married him, and was afterwards 
Empreſs of Russi. 


Written by an Officer of Diſtinction. Tranſlated 
| from the F rench. N | 
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OF. 
MAURICE, Count SAXE, 


3 — 
> 


BOO K VII. 
T* marſhal 1 of Belleifle, on leaving 


Prague, had taken the precaution to 

carry hoſtages along with him, for ſe- 
curity of the troops left in that city, under the 
orders of M. de Chevert. Thefe hoſtages con- 
liſted of the perſons of all conditions, who, were 
of greateſt note in the place, viz. noblemen, 
Judges, canons, jeſuits, jews, and citizens, 

As ſoon as prince Lobkowitz had advice of 
the retreat of the French, he ſent the generals 
Nadaſti and Feſtititz in purſuit, to harraſs them 
on their march, and, if poſſible, to ſtop their 
paſſage to Egra; but they did not ſucceed farther 
than to make themſelves maſters of ſome bag- 
gage, which the marſhal abandoned, on pur- 
poſe to amuſe them. Prince Tebis after 
this, re- aſſembled all his troops which were 
near Prague, and inveſted it; not doubting but 
that, on a ſimple ſummons to the garriſon, the 
gates would be opened to him: but M. de 
Chevert, far from being intimidated by his 
reiterated threats, anſwered, „ That he would 
reduce the town to Les, and bury. himſelf 


under its ruins, rather than accept of diſ- 
Vol. II. B „ hon- 
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2 Hiſtory of Maurice, Count Saxe. 


« honourable conditions.” An anſwer fo re- 
ſolute determined prince Lobkowitz to prefer 


mildneſs to force, which might render the ene- 
my deſperate, for which reaſon he thought 


proper to agree to the following capitulation; 


Article IJ. None of the inhabitants at 
© preſent in the city of Prague, ſhall be called 


< to an account or moleſted, upon any pretext 
<<. whatever, for the oath they may have taken, 
or for the ſervices rendered to the emperor 


and his allies, having been conſtrained thereto 


„ by force. 

« II. ALL field and other/officers (beſides 
*© thoſe of the French and Imperial garriſon in 
its preſent ſtate, as well as all who pertain to 
or depend upon it) in the ſervice of the em- 


“ peror, and moſt chriſtian king, ſhall come 


s out with arms, baggage, and all the honours 


of war; and ſhall not be ſubje& to any act 


< of reprizals, of what nature ſoever it may 
<< be, or under any pretext whatever. 


- e WI Tus garriſon ſhall carry along with. 
c&c them all the effects belonging to his moſt 


* chriſtian majeſty, conſiſting | in forty copper 


boats upon frames; two. pieces of braſs can- 


< non upon their carriages, with arms; two 
& pieces with the arms of Bavaria ; and four 
ce artillery waggons, prepared for the infantr; 


„ IV. Tux garriſon ſhall, in the like — 


«© ner, carry with them all their corn, meal, 


© bread, biſket, utenſils of the oven, and ma- 


(e 

% gazines, and, in general, all which belongs 
to them; beſides the forrage, hay, ſtraw, 
& oats, barley, rye, which ſhall happen to be 
« in the Magazines, | 


V. THE ene 
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Hiſtory of Maurice, Count Save. 3 
c allied nations, and all the moveables and 


effects helonging to the officers, as _ 
< abſent as preſent; the arms in the ma 
c zines,: the cloathing made, or to be made; 


c horſe-harneſſes, and equipages of all kinds 
c for the troops, as well as the artillery and 


„ proviſions, regimental or other, without di- 


« ſtinction. 
« VI. Ari the books and papers of the 


«© military-cheſt, thoſe of the comptrollers, of 


c the commithries of war, thoſe of proviſions, 


_ <© thoſe of hoſpitals,” and thoſe of purveyors of 


« meat, ſhall, in like manner, go out under 


cc the conduct of the perſons who have the 


& direction of them. 


VII. A ſufficient number of waggons ſhall 
ce be furniſhed, each having four harneſſed. 


©, horſes, and their loads not above twelve to 


„ fifteen hundred weight, for tranſporting all 


A 
A 


the effects belonging to the allies, whether 


„ in ammunition or equipages; the which 


cc waggons ſhall be conducted to the places on 


„ the frontiers of the Palatinate, as ſhall be 
* hereafter agreed upon. In the ſame manner 


<« 'ſhall be furniſhed horſes for the officers, be- 
* fides the draught-horſes for the carriages, to 


_< tranſport their equipages or effects to the 


„places agreed on. 
„ VIII. Uron the ramparts of Pros there 
remain fix pieces of cannon, twenty four 


„ pounders, with their carriages and furniture, 


„of which there is one not fit for ſervice; 
«© three pieces of twelve pound ball, mounted 
4 on their carriages, with their furniture; A 
carriage of rechange for a twenty four poun- 


der, with its furniture complete. Two 


15 mortar pieces, of two inches diameter, with 
B 2 „their 
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Hiſtory of Maurice, Count Saxe. 


their carriages and furniture complete; three 
© mortar pieces, of ten inches three lines; the 
which foreſaid nine pieces of cannon are of 
| braſs, with the five braſs mortars, their car- 
riages and furniture, the whole belonging to 
his majeſty the king of Poland, ſhall” be re- 
ſtored to him, without any part being detained 
upon any pretence whatever. 
« IX. ALL the Imperial and French officers, 
who are priſoners of war, and on their parole, 
at Prague, ſhall be allowed to go out with 
the garriſon; nor ſhall that nee make any 
< change in their condition. : 
N. ALL the ſick or wounded, thoſe in 
©* office, domeſtics, or others, Imperial or 
French, who ſhall happen to be in the eſta- 
bliſhed hoſpitals, or in particular houſes, ſhall 
be and remain free after their recovery ; and 
ſhall be conducted ſafely by the ſame route 
agreed upon for the garriſon, and with of- 
ficers of their nation. Horſes, waggons, 
e or other carriages, ſhall be furniſhed in ſuf- 
ce ficient number to dennen them and their 
effects. | 
« XI. THE nder medicines, and other 
proviſions for the entertainment of the fick 
and wounded, as well as what is provided 
for the officers; overſeers, and domeſtics, 
actually employed in taking care of them, 
ſhall not be touched; on the contrary, they 
ſhall be furniſhed, on paying, with every 
| thing they may de occaſion for, to the 
time of their perfect recovery and departure, 
and till their arrival in ſafety at the places 
where they are to be conducted; the which 
time ſhall be regulated with the French 
commiſſary of war, and others employed ; 
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Hiſtory of Maurice, Count Saure- 5 
to whom all liberty and ſecurity ſhall be 
given in the free exerciſe of their employ- 
ments; and lodgings furniſhed them for the 
ſick recovering, as ſoon as they are in a con- 
dition toe-leave the hoſpitals 
& XII. Ir ſhall be free for the officers em- 
ployed, or for all others attending the troops, 


to leave with whom they think proper in the 


city of Prague, all the effects, of whatever 


kind, which my cannot tranſport along with 
themſelves, and which ſhall be reſtored at a 


rope ine | 
« XIII. TRE field officers, thoſe of the gar- 
riſon, and all employed, Imperial or French, 
ſhall depart from Prague on the fifteenth of 
January; and becauſe of the difficulty of 


tranſporting their effects and things neceſſary 


on their march, their route ſhall be ſtaged 


in the following manner, during which they 


ſhall be provided with lodging, ſtraw, and 


wood: from Haurſelitz to Breſaun, where 


they are to reſt : from Zebrac to Moath, and 
from thence to Rockiſan, and from this place 


to Pilſen, the next ſtage; afterwards by 
Ortaw, Miede, Ezerlin and Plava, where 


they are likewiſe to reft : the laſt march by 
Sandaw to Egra. An officer and an eſcort 
to ſecure the ſaid garriſon, with its train and 
effects, againſt all hoſtilities. And from the 
day of the act of evacuation agreed upon, all 
the country people ſhall be free to bring what 


they think proper into the town. without be- 


ing troubled or moleſted in any manner of 
cc 


way: in the ſame manner all acts of hoſtility 
on both ſides ſhall ceaſe, until the garriſon 


* has joined marſhal Belleiſle's army. 


B 3 83 cc XIV. 


6 Hiſtory of Maurice, Count Saxe. 

« "XIV. THE queen's troops are not to enter 
or take poſt in the city of Prague, till fix 
« hours after the garriſon has evacuated it: 
it ſhall not even be permitted to private per- 
„ ſons, though not gathered in bodies, to enter 
* before the ſaid time, Commiſſaries of war 

cc and artillery ſhall be left to examine the ef- 
cc fects, compriſed in the ammunition liſts 
<« of the place. M. de Chevert has full 
<« powers given him to procure the return of 
the hoſtages carried from Prague, which ſhall 
<< not be deferred, after ſigning the act of eva- 


« cuation, but juſt the time neceſſary to convoy = 


<< them ſafely back to Prague, after the garriſon 
« is out of the kingdom of Bohemia. As for 
<< the counteſs of Bavaria, remaining at Prague, 
„ with a ſon in the cradle, whole birth and 
< quality, as well as the child's age, 2 
e them from being compriſed in a trea 
« prince Lobkowitz, it is hoped, will aglee 
that ſhe be at liberty to leave the city when 
e ſhe thinks proper, with all her attendants, 
and that moreover all aſſiſtance be given her 
for tranſporting her equipages with an eſcort.” 
Done at Prague the 28th ef December, 1742. 
Signed, DE CHE VER T, brigadier of the king's 
armies, and Prince LOBKO WITZ, marſhal. 
"THERE were ſome ſmall limitations in cer- 
tain articles of this treaty; and the garriſon 
came out on the ſecond of January 1743, to 
march for Egra; and thus ended this famous 
ſiege of Prague, which, by its circumſtances, 
Will for ever do ſo. much honour to the F On. 


4 8% beginning of this year 1743 was ac- 
companied with achange in the French mi 
IF. King having diſcovered in the cuke de 
| Noailles, 


898 
n 


The marquis de 


Hiſtory of Maurice, Count Save. 7 
Noailles, all the capacity requiſite to make an 
excellent miniſter, named him to aſſiſt in that 


quality, and to give his opinion in council. 
retevil, miniſter of war = 


ſecretary of ſtate, died ſuddenly, in the b 
ning of the new year, on his return from 


where he had been about buſineſs with 3 


Fleury; and his majeſty thought he could not 
give im a better ſucceſſor in this important 
place, than / count d' Argenſon, whom he had 
already called to the miniſtry, ſince the month 
of May in the preceding year. This choice 
was ſo unanimouſly applauded, that one would 
bave thought the king nd conſulted the incli- 
nation of all the milit 7 officers, who promiſed 


themſelves, from the knowledge and juſtice of 


this miniſter, all the advantages: which ny at 


pteſent enjoy. 
CARDINAL F leury, who had been attacked | 


with a ſevere cold, and a lingering fever, in the 


beginning of January, died the tweny ninth of 
the ſame month, at his houſe of - Ifly, aged 
eighty nine years, ſeven months, and ſeven days. 
That miniſter, who had been at the head of 
affairs ſince 1726, preſerved to the laſt moment 
the ſame preſence of mind, which had made 
him to be admired by all Eur ope. The king 
went to ſee him when he was ill, and the con- 
cern which his majeſty expreſſed at his death, 


ſpoke the praiſe of this great man, more effec- 


tually than all which I could ſay of him here. 
Nevertheleſs, I have particular reaſons of gra- 
titude, which oblige me to take this a. ; 


_ of doing that homage to his memory which 


owe him. 
ANDRE As W DE u FLEURY, cardinal, 


ancient biſhop of F ** grand almoner to the 


8 Hiſtory of Maurice, Count Fare. 


queen, abbe of St. Stephen in Caen, and of 
Turnus; prime miniſter of ſtate, ſuper- inten- 
dant general of the poſt roads and ſtages of 
France, director of the Sorbonne, one of the 
forty members of the French academy, hono- 
rary member of thoſe of ſcienees, inſcriptions 
and belles lettres, formerly the king's preceptor: 
this minifter, I fay, dying in a perfect reſigna- 
tion to the divine will, gave as ſtrong proofs of 
his conſtancy and piety, as he had done, during 
his life, of a conſummate prudence and wiſdom. 
Lovis XIV. diſcovering in him all the qua- 
lities neceſſary to take upon him the delicate 
taſk of the dauphin' s education, made him that 
j”  prince's preceptor in 1714, in which employ- 
0 ment he did all which was expected from his 
0 | zeal and talents, His illuſtrious diſciple having 
afcended to the throne the firſt of September 
1715, his majeſty gave him the biſhopric of 
Frejus; but being called to the miniſtry, and 
to An the firſt place in the king's councils, in 
1726, he uy 94 his bifhopric, to the great 
regret of his dioceſe, who thought themſelves 
unhappy in the loſs of ſo worthy a prelate : and 
he was made cardinal the eleventh of PR 
in the ſame year. 
TE ſucceſs of the difficult and importand 
negociations which he went through during 
his miniſtry, procured him the high reputation 
which he obtained in Europe, by his capacity, 
by the extent of his penetrating genius, and 
other qualities of mind, the moſt deſirable in a 
miniſter. The uniting of Lorrain to France is 
an event which muſt for ever do honour to his 
name. The ſweetneſs of his temper, the good- 
neſs of his heart, his charity to the poor, his 
love of peace, and his . . 
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Hiftory of Maurice, Count Saut. 9 
did not render him leſs eſteemable than his 
conſtant application in affairs of ſtate, and 
the tender and reſpectful ſentiments which at- 
tached him to the king's perſon. | But of all 
the great qualities which united in cardinal 
Fleury, and which rendered him as worthy of 
the nations praiſes as their ſorrow, that which 
will moſt contribute to make his memory for 
ever reſpected, was his application to juſtify 
the king's confidence in him, by the uſe he 
made of it; for the good of the hates and the N 
glory of his majeſty's reign. 

AFTER the evacuation of Prague, the French 
had no longer any place of note in Bohemia, 
except that of Egra, which greatly chagrined 
prince Charles, who wanted of all things to 
have it out of their hands: as it was not prac- 
ficable, conſidering the poſition of the armies, 
to undertake the ſiege of this city, he there- 
fore was obliged to be ſatisfied with having it 
blocked up by general Feſtititz, who with his 


hbuffars had ſo obſtructed the paſſages, chat 


nothing more could be brought into the town. 
He had called back prince Lobkowitz to come 
into the Upper Palatinate, in order to cut off 
the communication of the French with Egra: 
but on advice which count Saxe received that 
the prince was-on the road with his army, he 
penetrated into his deſign, and marched with 
the corps of reſerve which he commanded, 

to approach the frontiers of Bohemia, in order 
to watch the motions of the Auſtrian general. 

At the ſame time M. Broglio took advan - 
tage of count Saxe's expedition, to attempt 
throwing proviſions into Egra, and to this end 
ſent a large convoy, guarded by ten battalions 
and TP ſquadrons, under the .commarrt of 


5x M. de 


10 Hiſtory. of Maurice, Count Saxe. 
M. de Caile. This officer, ſupported by count 
Saxe, forced ſome poſtsofprince Lobkowitz, and 
arrived happily at Egra, with his charge, from 
whence, after changing the old garriſon, he re- 


turned the way he had come, without any bad 


accident; the huſſars, and curaſſiers having re- 
tired from their poſts upon his approach. This 
was one of the boldeſt expeditions that could 
be undertaken, conſidering the ſuperiority of 
the enemy; but count Saxe always ſought for 
opportunities of doing remarkable actions. 
ALL Germany ſeemed at that time to be in 


a combuſtion:. every prince in it fortified his 


dominions, raiſed troops, completed his regi- 
ments, and expoſed if one may ſo ſpeak, their 
alliance to ſale. The emperor, who had re- 
mained at Franckfort ſince the Auſtrians were 
in poſſeſſion of Bavaria, ſolicited the German 
Circles for troops. Mean time, the queen of 
Hungary recruited hers, and. formed new regi- 


ments to reinforce her armies in Italy, Bohe- 


mia, Auſtria, and Bavaria: ſhe was making 
diſpoſitions likewiſe to have others on the Mo- 
ſelle and Rhine, in caſe of need. The king of 
England, who. was coming in perſon to the aſ- 
ſiſtance of this princeſs, with Engliſh, Hano- 
verian, and Heſſian troops, had already begun 
to march his army towards the Rhine. Spain 
was daily pouring troops into Italy; and 
France, on her fide, though abandoned by her 
allies, made new efforts to ſupport the part 


of the emperor whom ſhe had eſpouſed purely 


for ſake of honour; and her glory was inte- 
reſted in bringing this prince back to his own 


dominions, as ſhe had declared to all Europe. 


Soc was the ſituation of affairs in France 
and Germany at the end of the year 1742. 
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Notwithſtanding the ſeverity of the ſeaſon, the 
troops on both ſides were in continual motion, 
| and if they did not keep the field, they were 
not for that the more at reſt. 

O the tenth of January 1743, the king 

held a grand council of war at the Meute, in 

which it was reſolved to raiſe freſh militia to 
recruit the French armies; and to form new 
ones where there ſhould be occaſion: it was alſo. 
reſolved to eſtabliſh ſome new regiments, and 
it was at that time count Saxe obtained per- 
miſſion to raiſe a regiment of Hullans. 

Ox making the eſtimate of the militia, 
which every generality ſhould furniſh, it was 
determined that the city of Paris ſhould ſup- 
ply eighteen hundred men, out of whom three 
battalions ſhould be formed. By the king's 
ordonnance which on this occaſion was pub- 
liſhed; and poſted up at Paris, the 11th of Fe- 
bruary, it was — that all the young fel- 
lows of every body and community of mer- 
chants and artiſans, working people, &c. within 
the precincts of Paris — ſuburbs from the 
age of ſixteen to twenty at leaſt five foot high, 
and ſtrong enough to carry — ſhould * 

obliged to draw lots. * 

M. DER MARVILLE, who was at that time 
lieutenant general of the Police in Paris, was 
charged with the execution of this ordonnance, 
which at firſt appeared impracticable, as being 
a thing quite unprecedented; but that ma- 
giſtrate, as commendable upon account of his 
zeal for the king's ſervice, as worthy of reſ-. 

pect for his penetration and prudence, brought 
this project to bear without the leaſt incon- 
veniency. - A thoſe who, according to the 


„ I declaration, were liable to be an 
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12 Hiſtory of Maurice, Count Saxe.. 
of the militia, came to the commiſlary of their 
quarters, to get their names written down; 
and on the day appointed to draw, they re- 
paired to the royal hotel of the irwalides, 
without the leaſt confuſion. This militia com- 

_ poſed of the briſkeſt young fellows of the city 
and ſuburbs, went with a chearfulneſs and gaiety 
ſcarce to be conceived. Every quarter marched 
dancing with inſtruments before them; and 
every thing paſſed ſo well that the battallions | 
were formed at St. Denis, and from thence ſet 

out to the places of their deſtination with 1 

imaginable order. 

HOWEVER extinariinary this event may one 
day appear it muſt be however allowed that it 
Was a well contrived peice of policy. The mi- 
litia which had been for ſeveral years draughted 

from the provinces, rendered them deſarts. 
The peaſants are people uſeful in a ſtate; 
there was a neceſſity of dealing gently with 
them, and of giving them the ſatisfaction of 
ſeeing that the capital of the kingdom was 
not more exempted than the leaſt village, and 
it is ſcarce to be credited what a good effect 
this produced; ſo true it is that example has 
a greater influence e on men than all the laws in 
the world! Beſides, Paris was become the refuge 
af all the provincial fugitives: for as ſoon 
as the mandates fer the militia arrived in the 
diviſions, they who wanted to avoid drawil 
in their pariſhes, did not wait till the — 
were publiſhed, before they retired ; but crowded 
in troops to Paris, the beſt place in the world 
for people of all ſorts, to find ways of living. 
Some wrought for ſubſiſtenee; but others, and 
by far the greater part, gave in to thieving - 
and NT. irregularities, ſo that 1. * 
3 : | all 
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and priſons were full of them. In this abundance 
of people the officers who were recruiting in 
the capital made a very plentiful harveſt; and 
yet both the city and ſuburbs were peſtered with 
crowds'of them. 

M. DEMARVILLE, in Sei the inhabitänts 
of Paris to obey the king's ordonnance, at the 
ſame time granted liberty to thoſe on whom 
the lot ſhould fall, to find a man in their room: 
it is true, this permiſſion only regarded good 
ſubjects, who had been ſo —— as to draw 
the black ticket: the libertines, or thoſe who 
were known to be idle diſorderly fellows, had 
not the ſame indulgence; march they muſt, and 
it was the beſt way that could have been con- 
trived to clear Paris of a multitude of vagabonds. 
They who were inclined, and to whom it was 
permitted, to ſubſtitute others in their places, 
found no difficulty | in getting ſuch as were wil- 
ling to ſerve. For there were enough of thoſe 
. who expoſed themſelves to ſale upon the great 
ſquare of St. Denis, and in the public houſes 
thereabouts. People no doubt worthleſs, idle, 
without talents, and uſeleſs to ſociety; however 
upon this occaſion they became uſeful. Poſte- 
rity perhaps will ſcarce believe that men were 
expoſed to ſale like beaſts in a market; nothing 
however is more true: they were ſurveyed from 
head to foot, ordered to walk up and down; 

meaſured, cheapened and bought; nor could 
any thing more reſemble the trade of bene 
on the coaſt of Guinea. 

Cod Saxe having e a - conge from 
court to go and raiſe his new regiment of Hul- 
lans, ſet out from Paris for Dreſden, where he 
arrived the twenty fifth of March. Before his 

en he had ſeveral conferences with the 
1 miniſtels 
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miniſters upon the operations of the enſuing , 
campaign. The king had in thoſe times ſo 
great confidence in this general, that in order 
to give him a more abſolute command, upon 
naming the general officers who were to ſerve 
in Bavaria, he recalled all thoſe who were 
more ancient than the count. He was moſt 
pra ciouſly received by their Poliſh majeſties at 
reſden, from whence he ſet out on the tenth 
of April following, to join the French army in 
Bavaria, under the command of M. Broglio; 
after employing ſeveral of his friends to engage 
men for the regiment of Hullans, which he 
had undertaken to raiſe for the ſervice of France. 
As ſoon as M. Broglio knew that count 
Saxe was arrived at Amberg, he went thither, 
in order to confer with him about what was 
proper to be done: the reſult of this conference 
was, that M. Broglio ſhould leave the com- 
mand of the troops in the Upper Palatinate 
to count Saxe, while he ſhould march himſelf 

towards the Danube, to obſerve the en 
motions, and to ſupport the projects of fi gel- 

marſhal count Seckendorff. 

Tux Auſtrian army being fortified by the 
junction of the Engliſh and Hanoverians, prince 
Charles began his operations: after having ob- 
tained a complete victory over the Bavarians 
commanded by general Minuzzi, he blocked u 
Brunnau, and attacked the poſt of Dingelfing. 
M. Philipes, lieutenant-general in the ſervice of 
France, having had advice of the enemy's de- 
ſigns, on the ſeventeenth of May at night, 
croſſed the river Iſer, with twelve battalions 
and fourteen ſquadrons, which he had under 
his command, and drew them up in order of 
bunt 12mg the banks of that 1 at the ſame 
time 


Q 
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time he left in the place ſome detachments of 
the regiments which had paſſed the Iſer, under 
the command of the marquis du Chatelet. The 
next morning early they perceived a body of 
the enemy, of about nine thouſand men, ad- 
vancing with ſix pieces of cannon towards Din- 
gelfing. M. du Chatelet had only in the place 
fourteen hundred men and ſeven companies of 
grenadiers. Count Thaun, who commanded 1 
the Auſtrians, being arrived within reach of 
cannon- ſhot, made a briſk fire upon the place 
for the ſpace of an hour, and afterwards ſum- 
moned the governor to ſurrender; but findi 
by his anſwer, that he was determined to defend 
himſelf to the laſt extremity, he cauſed this poſt 
to be attacked on all ſides: the French ſuſtained, 
with an unheard of valour, the onſet of the 
Auſtrians, who, obtaining no. advantage from 
their ſeveral attacks, ſet fire to the ſuburbs, and 
threw bombs which ſet the four corners of the 
town in a flame. The enemy continuing their 
attack with the greateſt vigour, the marquis du 
Chatelet determined at laſt to withdraw his 
troops out of the place, and paſs the river on 
a bridge of rafts, M. Philipes favoured his re- 
treat, notwithſtanding the fire of the enemy, 
which laſted till ſeven at night: count Thaun 
having made himſelf maſter of the town, gave 
it up to plunder, and then reduced it to aſhes, 
Landaw, a little town not far diſtant, in which 
the prince of Conti had left a weak garriſon, 
_ underwent the ſame fate a few days after. 
N the twenty ſeventh of the ſame month, the 
Auſtrians appeared before Deckendorff, a town 
of Bavaria, whoſe outworks they attacked with 
ſo much vigour, that they carried them ſword 
in hand; after which they attacked the body of 
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the place with ſuch violence, that the F rench 
were obliged to abandon it, and to retire into 
the intrenchments which they had made at the 


head of the bridge. The regiment of Cham- 


pagne, which with four companies of grenadiers 
formed the rear-guard, under the command of 
monſieur de Froulay, having found the bridge 
broken down, opened themſelves a paflage 


through the middle of the enemy with ſcrewed. 


bayonets, and retreated into the intrenchments, 
after making thoſe who oppoſed them pay dearly 
for it. The prince of Conti, who had marched 
with all diligence to the affiſtance of this place, 
gave upon that occaſion marks of brave 
worthy of his character: that general had a 
horſe killed under him in this affair, and loſt 
all his equipage ; but prince Charles returned 
every thing next day with the greateſt politencſs, 
and gave orders that no ranſom ſhould be re- 
ceived for them. 

TE army under the command' of prince 
Lobkowitz, being reinforced with four Hunga- 
rian regiments, found itſelf at laſt increaſed to 
ſixteen thouſand men. On the fourth of June 
following, that general encamped on the banks 
of the Danube overagainſt count Saxe; who 
had cauſed the caſtle of Weix to be intrenched 
and fortified in ſuch a manner, that prince 
Lobkowitz durſt undertake nothing on that fide. 
M. pt NoaAlLLES being informed that 
the Engliſh and Hanoverians had croſſed the 
Mein on the eighth of June, made his army 

daſs that river on the ninth, and encamp cn 
the heath of Lampanter, at the diſtance of about 


ive leagues only from the Engliſh. M. de 


Broglio made at the ſame time a motion, and 


b joined «ts count Saxe, theſe two generals 
marched | 
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marched by Bruhl to Ingolſtadt; to which place 


likewiſe came count Seckendorff with the wrecks 
of his army. When count Saxe abandoned the 
caſtle of Weix, he, the evening before, kept a 
conſtant fire with his artillery, and continued it 
next day, to cover his retreat from the Auſtrians, 
aſter cauſing the bridge to be bunt. 
In the mean time M. de Noailles, * 
having poſſeſſed himſelf. of all the poſts on the 
Necker, Worms, and Oppenheim, approached 
the Mein to obſerve. the Auſtrians, Engliſh, 
Hanoverians, and: Heſſians, who had advanced 
to the neighbourhood of Franckfort, therapy 
Lorrain and Bavaria. As the marſhal wante 
to cover theſe provinces, he detatched twelve 
thouſand men of his army, commanded by 
M. de Segur, te take poſt near Donawert; 
which, with Ingolſtadt and the caſtle of Rho- 
lembourg, were all the emperor could call kr 
own at that time in Bavaria. 5 
Tax enemy's army was incamped: in two 
lines along the Mein; and the king of Great 
Britain, lately arrived with (his ſon) the duke 
of Cumberland to take the command, had: 
eſtabliſhed his head quarters at Aſchaffenbourg, 
a town belonging to the elector of Mayence. 
The ground which the king of England's army 
took up, was contracted, on one ſide, by the; 
Mein, and on the other, by a chain of little 
hills covered with wood. Having no maga- 
zines, that monarch was ges to draw . 
ſubſiſtence from Franconia; and prince George 
of Heſſe was encamped near Hanau, a little 
German town ſituate on the right of the Mein, 
betwixt Franckfort and Aſchaffenbourg, with a 
body of Heſſian troops to favour the tranipor ta- 
tion of proviſions from that quarter. 
MARSHAL 


18 Hiſtory of W — 


M. DE NoaiLLEs was on the other ſide the 
Mein, with an army as fine and ſtrong at 
leaft as that of the king of England, extending 
from Selingſtadt on the left to below Aſchaf- 
fenbourg. On the right the two armies were 
ſeparated by the Mein. The Engliſh were 
maſters of the bridge of Aſchaffenhourg, which 
they had covered with a redoubt; and the 
French had two at Selingſtadt. In order to 
ſtarve the Engliſh army, M. de Noailles cauſed 
a retrenchment to be made in a wood over- 
againſt Aſchaffenbourg, to render the bridge 
of that town uſeleſs to the enemy, which in- 
trenchment was intirely concealed from view. 
He poſted a large detatchment at Miltemberg, a 
borough ſituated ſome leagues below Aſchaffen- 
bours ; ; and put ſome companies into the village 
of Leyder, upon the left of the intrenched wood. 
The piquets were near the Mein, and the par- 
ties paſſing that river upon the bridges of Se- 
ugſtadt, carried off all they met with; fo that 
the Engliſh army, drawing almoſt little or no- 
thing more from Fr ranconia, could not long 
ſubſiſt in that place, where they began already 
to be in great want of every thing. 
Tus cauſing the troops to murmur aloud, 
and the king of Great Britain being ſenſible of 
the neceſſity there was to ſeek a more commo- 
dious ſituation, determined to remove nearer to 
Franckfort ; and with this view left his camp 
on the night betwixt the twenty ſixth and twenty 
ſeventh of June, to go to that of Hanau; where 
was the prince of Heſſe. He had no ſooner 
abandoned Aſchaffenbourg, than M. de Noail- 
les, being informed thereof, ſent a detachment 
of his 25 to d take poſſeſſion of = place. 
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Tus general ordered at the ſame time five 
brigades of infantry, commanded by the duke 
of Grammont, to paſs the Mein; and taking 
poſt. in the village of Dettingen, not to leave 
it till he had orders ſo to. do. He likewiſe poſted 
a brigade of infantry in the village of Great- 
Welnitzheim, during which ſix batteries of 
cannon placed along the Mein played briſkly 
upon the Engliſh army, who were far from 
_ penetrating into the meaſures which the French 
general was taking againſt them; becauſe the 
ground was naturally proper to conceal his mo- 
tions, ſo that the king of England had not the 
leaſt ſuſpicion of his deſigns. [1-403 bas 

DETTINGEN is a village of Germany, in the 
circle of Franconia, ſituated on the banks of the 
Mein: this village is divided by a little rivulet 
which falls from the neighbouring mountains, 
and loſes itſelf in the Mein, It forms a fort of 
hollow above the village, and its banks are 
garniſhed with trees and hedges. - The entry 

to this village is through a hollow and narrow 
way. The Engliſh army, defiling by ſeveral 
columns, was obliged to paſs that way, there 
being no other road. M. de Noailles, watch- 
ful of all their motions, and having a ſtrict 
eye upon their march, only waited the moment 
when their van-guard and firſt column ſhould 
be engaged in the narrow way, and-on this fide 
the rivulet, to ſend orders to M. de Grammont 
to ſally forth from his poſt, and place himſelf 
betwixt the column and the rivulet, ſo to at- 
tack it behind; while the king's houſhold and 
the hole cavalry, with the groſs of the infantry, 
which occupied the plain, betwixt the village 
of Dettingen and a wood on the left, ſhould: 
charge it in front; and to prevent the other 
Fl columns 
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columns from coming to their aſſiſtance, he 
reſolved to batter them with his cannon. 
'ALL the meaſures M. de Noailles had 
taken were ſo prudently concerted, that they 
appeared infallible : in reality, no plan could 
have been better projected; and it muſt cer- 
tainly have ſucceeded, had his orders been well g 
executed: but M. de Grammont was no ſooner 
at Dettingen, than, forgetting the general's di- 
rections, he paſſed the hollow with the king's 
houſhold, and the other troops which he com- 
manded. The Engliſh perceiving this diſpo- 
ſition, had time to form themſelves in order, 


and to fall upon ſome French regiments, whom 


the difficulty of the ground greatly embaraſſed. 
Wren M. de Noailles was apprized of 
the wrong ſtep which M. de Grammont had 
made, he only thought of ſupporting that ge- 
neral, and marched. with all poſſible diligence 
to take poſt near Dettingen, ordering at the 
ſame time the reſt of the troops to advance. 
The ground which, but for this overſight, 
would have been favourable to the French, 
became diſadvantageous to them. Their ar- 
tillery, ſo well poſted, became uſeleſs from the 
moment they were engaged; for as they could 
not fire but in flank upon che encmy, the ſhots 
might have done damage to their own troops, 
as well as to thoſe of the allies; for which rea- 
ſon they fired but little during the combat, and 
only with four ſmall pieces upon their richt wing. 
The artillery of the enemy, on the contrary, 
was advantageouſly placed on the front of the 
field of battle: a ſouth eaſt wind bore the ſmoak 
: 2 in the eyes of the French; and a bat- 
placed upon a height, made great ſlaughter 
or _ * of the F rench _ At the firſt 
ee onſet 
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onſet, the king's houſhold overthrew the firſt 
and ſecond lines of the Engliſh cavalry, which 
would have been totally routed, had the infantry 
been able to act with the ſame vigour: but the 
regiment of guards, who bore three 3 
of the cannon and muſkets, without firing a ſin- 
gle ſhot, were obliged to retreat in diſorder. 
The reſt of the infantry ſtood firm for ſome 
time longer, not having been ſo much expoſed ; 
but the enemy piexcing into the void, which the 
retreat of the regiment of guards had made, re- 
pulſed ſome regiments which had crept along 
the Mein to take them in flank, and fell upon 
the flank of the right wing of the French; whoſe 
infantry, and a part of their cavalry, - began to 
retire, ſounding a retreat upon the fide of the 
rivulet which they paſſed, by favour of the 


charges made by the king's houſhold, That 


brave corps, never, perhaps, appeared with more 
glory and honour than on this memorable day, 
expoſed to a continual fire of the artillery and 
ſmall arms, which took them in front and in 
flank, and by means whereof the Engliſh caval- 
ry had rallied. They did not, however, ceaſe to 
tight, though abandoned by the infantry, and a 
part of the cavalry. . They returned more than 
{ix times to the charge, with an intrepidity wor- 
thy of that corps's reputation : but all this bra- 


very ſerved only to augment the number of the 
dead and wounded ; and nothing but an expreſs 


order from the general could draw them off, af- 
ter four hours hot engagement, without the leaſt 
reſpite, and after doing prodigies of valour, they 
repaſſed the rivulet in good order, and drew up 
again upon the height; but the general ſent 
kis commands that they ſhould repaſs the Mein, 
which they did, withoutthe enemy's daring to op- 

: | . pole 
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poſe them, ſo much they dreaded this reſolute body. 

Tx allies, indeed, remained maſters of the 
field of battle; but quitted it next morning the 
28th at break of day, with ſo much precipita- 
tion, that ſeveral pieces of cannon, and all their 
wounded, were left behind. 

TE loſs was conſiderable on both ſides, but 
very near equal, The duke of Chartres be- 
haved with a ſupernatural intrepidity, and his 
horſe was killed under him in the heat of the 
action. Count Clermont and duke Penthievre 
diſtinguiſhed themſelves likewiſe by their exam- 
ple, which ſerved to rally, ſeveral times, the 
troops in diſorder, The principal French offi- 
cers killed in this action were, the duke of 
Rochechouart, and the marqueſſes of Fleury and 
Sabran: their wounded were the prince of Dom- 
bes, count d' Eu, the dukes of Ayen, Harcourt, 
and Boufflers; count de la Motte, Houdan- 
court, the marqueſſes of Gontault, Beuvron, 
Vaubecourt, &c. The king's houſhold ſuffered 
greatly, with reſpect both to killed and wound- 
ed, as did likewiſe the regiment of guards, and 
that of the king. On the ſide of the enemy, 
general Clayton killed, the duke of Cumberland 
wounded in the leg with a muſket ſhot, and 

duke Arenberg in the breaſt, The French ge- 
nerals who were in the hotteſt of this battle a- 
gree that the duke of Cumberland was among 
the for emoſt ; and that this prince expoſed him- 
ſelf every where with a bravery worthy, the il- 
luſtrious blood from which he ſprings. The 
Engliſh have fince confeſſed, that, had it not 


em for the preſence and example of the king of 


Great Britain, and his ſon, who made the bal- 
lance incline to their ſide, they muſt have ſunk 

under the reiterated efforts of the king of 
France's 


. 
n 


* 
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France's houſhold ; and I myſelf have heard the 


ſame thing confirmed by ſeveral officers of that 
nation, who were in this battle; which coſt the 
French about three thouſand men, killed, or 
wounded, almoſt all by the cannon of the Eng- 


* liſh, who had not above five hundred killed, or 


wounded, by the French; whoſe artillery was of 
no uſe, although M. de la Valiere did all that 
was poſhble to bring ſome batteries to bear a- 
gainſt thoſe of the enemy; but the ſituation, 
and the ground, made all his attempts fruitleſs. 

Some ſtrangers, miſinformed, publiſhed, at 
that time, different relations of this famous bat- 
tle, in which, they greatly amplified the advan- 
tage gained by the queen of Hungary's allies : 
among other falſhoods which they alledged, was 
their imputing the whole diforder of the French, 
to the bad behaviour of the regiment of guards; 
which, by its flight, had dragged along with it 
ſeveral other regiments of infantry ; but this, in 
reality, is a moſt flagrant piece of injuſtice done to 
the unparalleled conſtancy, with which that re- 
giment bore, in the mouth of the cannon, three 
different diſcharges of the enemy's fire arms; 
without being permitted, for reaſons not to be 
accounted for, to fire one ſingle ſnot. This re- 
giment found itſelf juſt oppoſite to the hotteſt 


fire of the enemy, within gun ſhot. It had be- 


hind it a battery of cannon which it maſked, 


and, conſequently, could not be made uſe of. 


All the officers at the head of their companies, 
after the firſt diſcharge, only waited for orders 
to break in upon the enemy, but that order 
came not : they were then obliged, in the ſame 
poſture to receive a ſecond diſcharge, and after 
that a third. Mean time the ranks grew thin 
by the number of killed and wounded ; the can- 
ER : | non 
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non deſtroyed as many as the ſmall arms, and 
Mill the order came not. The enemy them- 
ſelves were aſtoniſhed at their firmneſs; they 
redoubled the fire of their artillery; and while 
every company of the French was employed in 
drawing off their dead, and wounded, in order 
to cloſe the ranks, their adverſaries took the ad- 
vantage of theſe motions to fall on them with. 
ſuch impetuoſity, that, being thrown into diſ- 
order and confuſion, they were forced to recoil : 
but J aſk, not only what corps is there which 
would not gave dong che ſame, but alſo what 
other, in ſuch circumſtances, would have ſtood 
their ground ſo long? for my part, I find, that, 
far from being blamed, it is, perhaps, the action 
which does them the moſt honour of any thi 
they were ever concerned in. The duke of 
Biron, who was, at that time, at the head of the 
King's regiment, and a witneſs of all which paſ- 
ſed, could not forbear acknowledging, * That 
& he doubted much if his regiment would have 
had the fame conſtancy,” 
In the mean time count Saxe, who bad not 
loſt fight of M. Broglio's army, and who 
nad always regulated bimſelf by bis motions, 
took the whole command of the army, upon 
the departure of that general for his government 
of Straſbourg; and marched to Spire, to obſerve 
the proceedings of prince Charles, who wanted 
to paſs the Rhine, to which place M. de 
Noailles likewiſe directed his march. The Au- 
ftrians made themſelves maſters of Straubingen; 
and Donawert was reduced to extremity as well 
as Egra: the emperor (duke of Bavaria) had no 
more” troops; his dominions were in the power 
of the queen of Hungary, and France was wea- 
ry of ſupporting a "Very diſagrecable war, e | 
CO 
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roſt her ſo many men, and ſo many millions, 
Avithout the hopes of any indemnity. All theſe 
4 zonſiderations made his moſt chriſtian majeſty 
o adviſe the emperor to endeavour to accom- 
Inodate matters with the queen of Hungary. In 
Y © order to this, negociations were entered upon, 
and they ſucceeded, There was a truce con- 
4 KT 1aded betwixt the Imperial and Auſtrian 
oops. As ſoon as the king was informed of 
t, on the 26th of July, 174.3, he cauſed M. de 
a Noue, his miniſter at the general diet of the 
empire at ® ranckfort,” to make the following 
Excclaration. © C 
„Tu king my maſter having been in- 
* formed of the reſolution taken by the general 
diet of the empire, to interpoſe its mediation 
e to end the war kindled in Germany, upon 
account of the different pretenſions to the 
( ſucceffion of Auſtria, his majeſty ſees, with 
extreme pleaſure, ſo natural and ſo proper a 
way opened to re-eſtabliſh tranquillity in the 
empire, and to procure peace betwixt the 
parties at war. His majeſty has learned, 
with an equal ſatisfaction, that the emperor 
and the queen of Hungary are in negociation, 
with a view to compromiſe matters by friend- 
ly means. And as his majeſty's troops onl 
entered Germany in quality of — — 
ter being called upon by the chief, and ſeve- 
ral of the moſt powerful princes of the em- 
pire, and that thoſe of the emperor are al- 
ready become neuter, he did not delay ſend- 
ing orders to his armies to retire towards the 
frontiers of his kingdom, being glad to give 
the Germanic body this teſtimony of the up- 
rightneſs of his intentions, and of his readi- 


neſs to concur in what it ſeems: to deſire, as 
Voi. II. ” 1 well 
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<« well as to the ſtrengthening of a good corre. : 
„ ſpondence, and good neighbourhood . f 
France and the empir E, en the — h 


of treaties of peace.“ 


Tris declaration, however reaſonable, did 


not ſatisfy the court of Vienna, nor its allies, 


The funds of the campaign had been raiſed ; 


all the armies diſpoſed to execute the plan, con- H 1 
certed againſt Lorraine and Alſace, and the 


queſtion was to try the ſucceſs of it. Holland, 


which was with ſo great difficulty preyailed on 
to take a ſhare in the war, had, at laſt, con- 
ſented to ſupply troops, and they were on their 
march towards the Rhine. Prince Charles made 
ſeveral attempts to-pafs that river, but none of 
them took effect, as there were always obſtacles in 
the way which thwarted his deſigns. 'Thearmies 


of M. de Noailles and count Saxe were re- 
united, ſo that it was not eaſy to ſucceed in that 


enterprize. Purſuant to the declaration above- W 
mentioned, on the part of France, count Saxe, 
who commanded the army at Spire, had de- 


tached, for the upper Alſace, fourteen battali- 


ens, and eleven ſquadrons, commanded by M. 
de Clermont Gallerande, lieutenant-general, 


and meſſieurs Caraman, Ravoye,Fontaine-Mar- 
tel, and Armentieres, camp-marſhals, and on 
the 23d of the ſame month of July, this general 
began his march to the ſame place, having, un- 
der his orders, meſſieurs Philippis and ala, = 
keutenants-general, with Beranger, Argouges, 
| Boutteville, Langeron, Maupeon, and Rambu- "8 


ris, camp-marſhals. He eſtabliſhed ſeveral 


poſts along the Rhine, from fort Louis to Hu- 


ningue, and his army was reinforced by a de- 


tachment from that of M. de Noailles, a 


well as by other pe! ln the interior parts of 
the kingdom. M. Co- 
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M. Color having repaired to the army of 
count Saxe, this general remitted to him the 
command of it in the beginning of September, 
and went to join that of M. de Noailles, who, 
after providing for the ſecurity of Landau, and 
conſuming the forrage in the neighbourhood of 
Queich as far as Spirebach, retired behind the 
Lauter; after this he divided his army into two 
bodies, of which he left one under the com- 
mand of count Saxe, to go and make himſelf 


ö maſter of the lines of Lauterbourg. The good 


countenance which this general ſnewed on the 
occaſion made the Auſtrians deſpair of effecting 
the project of paſſing the Rhine, and of laying 
Alface and Lorraine under contribution. 
The garriſon of Egra being at length reduced 
to the laſt extremity, M. de Heronville, who 
_ commanded them, propoſed to capitulate the 
6th of September, purſuant to which it was a- 
greed, That the garriſon ſhould be made 
«6 priſoners of war, upon condition, however, 
that they ſhould not be ſent into Hungary; 
<< that the officers ſhould keep their ſwords 
ce baggage, and that they ſhould have liberty to 
return to France upon their parole of ho- 
. nour, &e.“ In conſequence of this capitula- 
tion, two companies of grenadiers took poſſeſ- 
ſion of two gates of the town; and on the tenth 
the firſt diviſton of the garriſon marched out of 
the place, to be coducted to Bohemia under a 
guard; the ſecond and third followed on the 
11th and 12th the ſame route. Dh 
The town of Ingolſtadt, blockt up on alt 
ſides, was likewiſe under a neceſſity of capitu- 
lating the 3d of October following, but the gar- 
riſon compoſed of three thouſand French, and 
three hundred ä who were plentiful- 
7 h | a 3 ly 


28 Hiſtory of Maurice, Count Save. 


ly ſupplied with proviſions and ammunition, ob- 
tained a capitulation more advantagious than 
that of Egra : it contained in ſubſtance, © That 
* excepting the artillery and warlike ammuni- 
<< tion, nothing ſhould be carried out of the 
„ town and fortreſs, both which ſhould remain 
in their preſent ſtate, untill they were reſtored 
to his Imperial majeſty : that the caſtle, and 
every thing belonging to it, ſhould be re- 
ſpected, as being one of the electoral reſi- 
% dences; that the inhabitants ſhould be main- 
tained in their privileges; that the garriſon 
„ ſhould march out with fix covered waggons; 
that the beſiegers ſhould furniſh the necefla- = 7 
* fary carriages to the ſick among the beſteged; 7 
that care ſhould be taken by the Auſtrians of ß 
ce thoſe who were not in a condition to follow 
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< the garriſon; and that, on their recovery, i 
<< paſlports ſhould be granted them to return 7 
<« te France; that the French priſoners in the 
<« ſeveral parts of Bavaria ſhould be ſet at liv 
<< berty; that the French officers, and others 
of that nation, who ſhall happen to be at Ra= = 
* tiſbon, Augſbourg, Nurenberg, and elſewhere, 5Y 
„ ſhall have permifſion to return to their own 0 
0 Iſo to ſell or tranſport to Fran =_ 
„country; as a po e 
„their equipages and other effects, as well as 7 
<< thoſe belonging to the regiments ; that the 
Imperial troops of the garriſon ſhall enjoy the 1 
<« ſame advantages as the French, &c.“ 1 
AFTER various motions of the troops on bot 

f. les, which only ſerved to fatigue them, the re- 
 Tpcctive armies prepared to go into winter 
quarters. Count Saxe returned to Paris about 
the middle of November, and was moſt graci- 
ouſly received by the king, when he went to pay 
h's court at Fontainbleau, and to give his ma- 


N jelty 
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jeſty an account of ſome particular operations 
of the campaign. „ on 8 
Cour Lowendahl had been in the ſer- 
"ZE vice of Ruſſia ever ſince the year 1736, in qua- 
RF lity of lieutenant-general of the army and ar- 
XX tillery; as he had diſtinguiſhed himſelf on ſeve- 
ral occaſions, by his merit and experience in the 
gg military affairs, he was, in 1739, appointed ge- 
"2X neral in chief of the armies, with the farther ad- 
dition of governor-general of the duchy of Eſ- 
"2X tonia, and Revel, this general arrived in France 
in the year 1743, to aſk employment, and was 
received by the kingwith open arms: hrs e 

on giving him the rank of 3 2 
granted him a penſion, beſides the uſual pay of 
lieutenant-generals, and allowed him to raiſe a 
German regiment in his own name. M. de 
VCLowend ahl was not long in raiſing his regiment, 
which did wonders wherever it was employed. 
Count Saxe who had likewiſe given orders for 
XZ the regiment of Hullans, which he had obtained 
permiſſion to raiſe, received advice that it would 
be ready for the beginning of the next campaign. 
—- -"HrrnemrrTo the king of France had no diſ- 
pute with the courts of Vienna and London; 
x} not that his majeſty wanted juſt grounds to com- 
plain of them; but his great moderation and love 
of peace had prevailed on him to diſſemble. That 
prince aſked nothing in the ſucceſſion of the 
233 houſe of Auſtria ; he demanded no indemnifica- 
tion for the immenſe charges which this war had 
put him to; nor would he have taken arms, if 
it had not been to ſupport the dignity of the em- 
peror, to defend the rights of the empire, and to 

pProcure tranquillity to Europe. Animated by 
the purity of the ſame intentions, this monarch 
employed a part of the beginning of the year 
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1744, in fruitleſs negociations. He flattered 
himſelf that the queen of Hungary would at 
length accept the neutrality offered her by the 
emperor, on very hard conditions for that prince; 
but the ſucceſſes of the laſt campaign made her 


reject all the propoſals which were made to her, 


and the more the emperor appeared willing to 
ſacrifice every thing for an agreement, the more 
the miniſtry of Vienna were averſe to it. 

INS ENS TEIL, the time of bringing the troops 
out of their winter- quarters, arrived; and the 
king of France, not only fruſtrate of his hopes 
of peace, but likewiſe inſulted perſonally in his 
. by thoſe of the king of Great Britain, 
came to à reſolution at laſt to declare war a- 


gainſt that monarch; and he juſtified his con- 


duct by the motives recen in the following 
manifeſto. 7 

« FRO the ben of the troubles which 
© commenced after the death of the emperor 
6 Charles VI. the king omitted nothing to make 
« it known, how ardently his majeſty deſired 
<< to ſee them ſpeedily appeaſed, by an equitable. 
* apreement between the contending parties, 
« The conduct which he has ever ſince obſerv- 
« 8 has ſufficiently evidenced, that he con- 
< ſtantly perſiſted in the ſame ſentiments ; ; and 
< his majeſty declining to form any pretenſion 


« for himſelf, which might in the leaſt obſtruct . 


& the re- eſtabliſhment of the tranquility of Eu- 


rope, did not imagine that he ſhould be ob- 
< liged to take part in the war, otherwiſe than 
by furniſhing his allies with the ſuccours 
* which he was obliged to lend them. Views 
* ſodilintereſted would have ſoon brought back 
„ e had the court of London been ſwayed 
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tion, orhadit only conſulted the good and ad- 
vantage of the Engliſh nation: but the king 
of England, elector of Hanover, had very op- 
poſite intentions; and it was not long before 
it could be perceived that they tended to 
E kindle a general war. Not ſatisfied to diſ- 
ſuade — court of Vienna from all thoughts 
of a reconciliation, and to nouriſh its animoſity 
by the moſt violent counſels, he made it his 
E buſineſs to provoke France, by diſturbing its 
maritime commerce in contempt of the law 
of nations, and the moſt ſolemn treaties. The 
* convention of Hanover, in the month of De- 
cember: 1741, ſeed dene to ſecure 
his majelly gs ..continuation of 
ſuch exceſſes : . dire * En gland, during 
his ſtay in his German „ oy | 
to liſten to the com mplaints made to him, and 
to be ſenſible of their juſtice :. he gave his 
royal word that there ſhould be no more oc- 
caſion for ſuch remonſtrances ; and formally 
engaged himſelf not to diſturb the king's al- 
lies in the purſuit of their proper rights: but 
M0 ſcarce was he returned to . when he 
Fe forgot all thoſe promiſes; and as * as he 
ee was certain that the king's arm had intire- 
ly quitted Weſtphalia, he declared by his 
* miniſters, that the convention 1 = 
longer, and that he held himſelf diſe | 
from it. He then thought himſelf obli 
F< keep no meaſures, and being a ae iy ene- 
* 
= 


my of France, had no other views than to 

* raiſe up others againſt it, in every place 
where his influence could prevail. This 
point was the principal ſubject of the inſtruc-» 
tions given to his miniſters in all the courts of 
Europe. The Pyracies of the Engliſh men 
C4 . 
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vc 
« 


4 


of war increaſed with cruelty and barbarit 


nor were even the harbours of the Kio N 


any longer a protection againſt their inſults, 


and glory. 


„ Sch are the juſt motives which no 
longer permit his majeſty to keep within thje 


bounds of that moderation he had pre- 


ſcribed to himſelf, and which force him to 


declare war, as he does, by theſe preſents, 


declare it, both by ſea and land, againſt | f Y 
the king of England, elector of Hanover ; ; 


his majeſty, therefore, orders and commands 


all his ſubjects, vaſſals, and ſervants, to aſ- -F 


fail, and ſet upon, the ſubjects of the king of 
Eng land, elector of Hanover; expreſly pro- 


| bibicng and” forbidding them, henceforth, to 
have with them any communication, com- - 
merce, or intelligence, on pain of death; in 


conſequence whereof his majeſty has revoked, 


and does now revoke, all permiſſions, ſafe- 
guards, and paſſports, that may have been 
granted by him, or his licutenants-general, 


« or others his officers, contrary to theſe pre- 


«cc 
4 


ſents; ame them null, and of no effect, 


5 that no perſon whoſoever, ſhall have any 


“regard 


<« In fine, the Engliſh ſquadrons were auda- 8 
cious enough to block up the port of Toulon, 
ſtopping the veſſels, ſeizing on the merchan- 
dize with which they were loaded, carrying 
off even the ſupplies and ammunition which 
his majeſty cauſed to be tranſported by ſea 
to the places belonging to him. So many 
repeated injuries and outrages have, at 
length, tired his majeſty's patience: he could 
not ſupport them longer without failing in 
the protection which he owes to his ſubjects, 
to his allies, to himſelf, ly to his honour 1 
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regard to them. His majeſty orders, and 
commands, the duke of Penthievre, admiral 
© of France, the marſhals of France, gover- 


in his provinces and armies, camp-marſhals, 
brigadiers, colonels, camp-maſters, captains, 
chiefs, and conductors of his troops, Both 
horſe and foot, French and ſtrangers, and all 
other his officers, to whom it ſhall belong, 
to put this mandate in execution, every One 
In his ſtation, to the full extent of their pow- 
ers and juriſdictions : for ſuch is his majeſty's 
pleaſure, and that the preſent declaration of 
war may be publiſhed, and. poſted, in all 
his towns, as well maritime, as others, and. 
in all his ports, harbours, and different places 
of his kingdom, and the lands under his obe- 


may pretend ignorance.“ 4 
Done at Verſailles, the 1 5th of March 1744. 
Signed Louis, and lower, PHELYPEAUX. 


; THE king of Great Britain had 10 ſooner 


nors, and lieutenant-generals for his majeſty 


dience, where it ſhall be neceſſary, that none 


advice of this declaration of war, on the part of 


France, than he anſwered it by a manifeſto thus 
: expreſſed. _ 5 


As the troubles which aroſe in Germany, 


on account of the ſucceſſion of the late em- 
FX © peror, Charles VI. have been begun, and 
= © continued, by the inſtigation, aſſiſtance, and 
e ſupport, of the moſt chriſtian king, with a 
= © view to extend his dangerous influence, and 
4 to deſtroy the ballance of power in Europe 
= © and that in direct violation of the ſolemn gua- 


rantee which he had given to the prerogative 
* ſanction in 1738, as prince of Lorrain ; and 
as, on our ſide, we have executed with a ſin- 
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cerity, from which we ſhall never depart, 


all our engagements for the ſupport of that 
pragmatic ſanction, by oppoſing the wicked 
attempts formed againſt the dominions of 


the queen of gy; We are not far- 


priſed that our conduct on this occaſion has 


drawn upon us the reſentment of the moſt 
chriſtian king, who has ſeen his ambitious 
deſigns, in part, fruſtrated, by the aſſiſtance we 


have given to our ally, ſo un juſtly attacked 
by him, nor that he ſhould rakes this the 
principal motive of the 1 war which he declares 
againſt us. 


„ Ar the time tives we found ESP RA ab 
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liged to enter into war with Spain, for main- 
taining the juſt rights of our ſubjects, the moſt 


chriſtian king, far from obſerving an exact 
neutrality (as we might have expected on his 


part, ſince the treaties themſelves obliged him 
to ſuccour us ;) has encouraged and aſſiſted 
our enemies, by permitting his ſubjects to fit 
out againſt ours, armed veſſels, under Spaniſh 


commiſſions, in Europe, as well as America; 
and by ſending, i in the year 1740, a ſtrong 
* ſquadron into the American ſeas, with a view 


to hinder us from proſecuting the juſt war in 
which we were engaged with Spain; and 


* we have the moſt authentic proofs that the 
admiral of the French ſquadron had expreſs 

orders not only to do acts of hoftility a — | 
our ſhips, either jointly, or ſeparately, with 


the Spaniards, but likewiſe even to concert 


©: meaſures with them for attacking one of our 


principal colonies : a duplicate of which or- 
der, dated the 7th of September 1740, fell 
into the hands of the admiral of our * 
in the Eaſt Indies, A 
66 
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A proceedure ſo injurious was aggravated 
« by the declaration made to us by the French = 
% miniſter at our court, upon the oocafion of ; 
<« ſending out that Mey Tip vie. That the moſt 
r chriftian king was for from having am in- 
« tention;to break with us. The moſt chriſtian 
king perſiſted in the ſame offenſive conduct 
towards us, by his Mediterranean ſquadron 
in 1741, which joined with the ſhips of our 
% enemies, and protected them in ſight of our 
<< fleet preparing to attack tgem. 
Al theſe | undeniable proceedings, che | 
© manifeſt infraction of treaties in repairing the- 
ancient, or making new works at Dunkirk ; 
„the open hoſtilities lately committed againſt | 
a fleet inthe Mediterranean; the inſult given 
<<. us by receiving, in the dominions of France, 
the fon of the pretender to our crown and 
the ſending of a French ſquadron into the 
64 channel, to ſupport that embarkation and in- 
vaſion, will be perpetual monuments of the 
mall regard which he court of France pays 
to its moſt ſolemn e ents, when their 
©. obſervation claſhes w 1 its intereſt, ambition, 
or reſentment. | 
<6. Wz cannot paſs over in ſilence the unjuſt 
e jnſinuations contained in the moſt chriſtian 
«8. 5 King's. declaration of war againſt us, touch- 
the convention made at Hanover, un the 
* month of October 1741, which foly regard- 
ing our electorate, had no relation to our con- 
duct as king of Great Britain, What is ad. 
*© vanced upon that occaſion is equally injuri- 
* ous and ill- grounded: our manner of acting 
in the ſaid reſpect, having been perfectly 
_ conformable to that ſincerity which we make 
the conſtant rule of all our achons... Ss Y 
CD: he 
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I would be ſuperfluous to return an an- 
ſwer to the complaints made againſt the con- 


duct of our miniſters in foreign courts; ſince 
it is well known, that the chief aim, and 


prineipal object, of the French negociators 
in the ſeveral courts of Europe, has been ei- 


ther to excite inteſtine commotions in the 


places where mw reſided, or to create miſ- 
underſtandings between theſe courts, and 


their reſpective allies, '51 

The reproach of pyracy, dn — in- 
humanity, thrown upon our men of war, is 
as unjuſt as unbecoming, and we have ſo 


great an abhorrence to all proceedings of that 
nature, that, if the leaſt well-grounded. com- 


plaint had been made, we ſhould not have 
delayed taking a proper courſe, and of mak- 


ing examples of the guilty. Seeing ourſelves 
therefore indiſpenſably obliged to take arms, 


and placing our whole confidence in Al. 


mighty God, who knows the uprightneſs of 


our intentions, we find it proper to declare, 


and, by theſe preſents, we do declare, wal 


againff the moſt chriſtian king; and, in con- 
ſequence of this declaration, we thall: Vigo= 


my proſecute the ſaid war by ſea and land, 


very well aſſured, as we are, of the prompt 
and cordial concurrence of all our ſubjects in 
ſo juſt a cauſe; requiring, and commanding, 


by theſe preſents, the generals and command 


ers of our armies, the commiſſioners, or lords 


of the admiralty of Great Britain, the gover- 


nors of our countries and places, and all our 
other officers and ſoldiers ſerving under them, 
as well by land as 2 to commit all ſorts 


of hoſtilities in proſecuting this war againſt 


the moſt. chriſtian . * vaſſals and ſub- 


* | * jects, 
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«. jets, and to oppoſe their attempts and enter- 
* priſes; requiring, and commanding, all our 
_ © ſubjects ſo to do, and expreſsly prohibiting 
their entertaining, for the future, any corre- 


6 ſpondence, or communication, with the ſub- 


jects of the moſt chriſtian king. We more- 
cover order all our own ſubjects, and give no- 
<« tice to all other perſons of whatever natiofi 
they may be, not to carry, nor tranſport, any 
< troops, powder, arms, ammunition, or other 


> 


cc 
CC 
* prohibited merchandize, to any territories, 
6406 


countries, or plantations, of the moſt chriſ- 
* tianking, which, being ſeized, ſhall be judged 
„ lawful prize. But, as there are in our domi- 
„ nions ſeveral ſubjects of the moſt chriſtian 
king, we declare that our intention is, that 
<« all the ſubjects of France, who ſhall behave 
"<> Cot towards us, ſhall be, and remain, 
. et in their perſons and fortunes - 
+ Given at our court at St. James's, the 29th 
of March 1744, and of our reign the ſe- 
6 venteenth. Signed GEORGE Rex. 


* 


ACCORDING to the plan of ee 


| which the court of Verſailles had reſolved to ex- 
ecute, during the courſe of this year, the de- 
ſign was to attack the Auſtrian Neither-lands, 
and that could not be done without openly de- 
claring war againſt the queen of Hungary; for 
which reafon, before any thing was undertaken, 
13 cauſed the I Une: to 75 Pw 
ed. | 

„ Wren his majeſty. found) bümdkiß under 
_ * the obligation, after all means of reconcilia- 

40 
houſe of Bavaria the ſuccours which he was 
Ahh engaged to : furniſh, to — the elector to 
0 e ſuppor 


tion had been in vain tried, to grant to the 


' © 


— — reer 1 ia. TS FER 
bon; os =p e ee 


, 4 vt LA IR . Fs — * n 4 2 cn OE nnn. i „ * 
; : 5 , — — = S 2 A * 8 8 bag” n RE % e e * © * Ps J - 3 r * Wo * * 
_ $4; 111, ” n oo a a ———- — 2 x : 5 I 7 po * * „ ls. mM * thy hay 2 | ar = — 5 _ 9 — _ 9 * _ a y 
=> AS 4K X20 A ER ae — —̃ — : . 4 2 ' om: 9 r c — 
* 7 Ml 8 Y n "4 * 4 5 * — — 1 wake oÞ ia a * =y * 68 . - _; OY * 
7 „ a os _— rs be a _ - . 
* * - — „ m9 "<0 = SRO - — —— 
*** 
5 — 
: * 


1 
4 


— . — CODED 


38 Hiſtory of Maurice, Count Saxe. 
c ſupport his rights on ſome of the dominions- 
“ belonging to the ſucceſſion of the late empe- 


cc or Charles VI. he had no deſign of making 


« himſelf a principal party in the war. If the 
king would have = ng the advantage of cir- 
c cumſtances, to extend the frontiers of his 
kingdom, none can be ignorant how eaſily he 


„ might have accompliſhed it, either by the way 


« of arms, which would then have been but 


„ weakly reſiſted, or by accepting the advan- 
„ tageous and roiteracel offers made by the 


« queen of Hungary, to detach him from his 


© allies. But his majeſty's moderation, far 


« from producing the effects which might have 


<< been expected, rather withheld the court of 


Vienna, whoſe proceedings towards France 
<< have been puſhed to ſuch a degree of anger 
and violence, that his majeſty can no longer 


< keep his reſentment from breaking out. The 


A ——— with which that court, and 
« its miniſters, have diſperſed over Europe, the 
« infraction of all capitulations, the cruel treat- 
« ment of the French priſoners, againſt expreſs 
+ ſtipulations of the cartel; in fine, its efforts to 
* penetrate into Alſace, preceeded by declara- 


tions as preſumptuous, as indecent, which it 


© has cauſed to be publiſhed on the frontiers, to 


« ftir up the people to revolt: fo many reite | 


rated 5 force his majeſty, at laſt, in 
ce order to avenge his own particular injury, to 
defend his dominions, and ſupport the rights 
of his allies, to declare war, as he does, by 
<«< theſe preſents, declare it, againſt the queen 
« of Hungary, both by ſea and land; and to 


attack, without diſtinction, all her poſſefſions. 


4 His ng ee eſty, therefore, orders and commands 
46 all his abjects, vaſſals, and 8 to aſſail, 
Spy £3 700 and | 


/ 
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„and ſet upon, the ſubjects of the queen of 
„Hungary; expreſly prohibiting, and forbid- 


ding, . henceforth, to have with them any 7 


& communication, commerce, or intelligence, 
“ on pain of death; in conſequence where- 
<« of his majeſty has revoked, and does now re- 
c“ yoke, all permiſſions, ſafe-guards, and paſſ- 
„ ports, which may have been granted by him, 
cc or his licutenanants-general, or other his of- 


« ficers, contrary to theſe preſents, declaring 


ce them null, and of no effect, and that no per- 
«© ſon whoſoever ſhall have any regard to them. 
« His majeſty orders and commands the duke 
<« of Penthievre. admiral of France, the mar- 
<« ſhals of France, governors, and lieutenant- 
« generals for his majeſty, in his provinces and 
* armies, camp-marſhals, brigadiers, colonels, 
« camp-maſters, captains, chiefs and conduct- 
« ors of his troops, both horſe and foot, French 


„ and: ſtrangers, and all other his officers to © 


«© whom it ſhall belong, to put the preſent de- 


e claration in execution, every one in his ſta- 


<< tion, to the full extent of their powers and 
e juriſdictions: for ſuch is his majeſty's plea» 
e ſure, and that the preſent declaration may be 
«©: publiſhed, and poſted, in all his towns, as 


„ well maritime as others, in all his ports, har- 


<<. bours, and other places of his kingdom, and 
c the lands under his obedience, where it ſhall 


7 


be necefſary, that none may pretend igno- 


te ran ce. „ N 
Done at Verſailles the 26th of April, 1744. 


Signed Louis, and lower, PHELYPEAUX. 
IHE miniſters of the court at Vienna, on all 


occaſions fertile in repartees, ſuch as they are, 
did not fail to lay hold of this handle, to make 
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uſe of their talents: they anſwered by a long 


manifeſto which they cauſed to be publiſhed the 


16th of May following, but that piece did not 
appear to me intereſting enough to obtain a 
place here, as it was nothing but a repetition of 
the ſame reaſons E in the ſeveral me- 
morials which the queen of Hungary had alrea- 


dy cauſed to be preſented to the diet of the em- 
pire. But as theſe different declarations of war 


had been preceded by circumſtances which had 
occaſioned them, I muſt go a little backwards. 
Cour Saxe, taken % about the military 


operations of the enſuing campaign, paſſed the 


whole winter 1744, in forming plans; on 
which occaſion he was often in conference with 
the king of France and his miniſtry. The re- 
giment of Hullans which he had cauſed to be 
raiſed in Poland, ſucceſfively arrived at Straſ- 


bourg, where ke went to name his officers,” and 


teach them his method of exerciſe ; but his pre- 
ſence being neceſſary in the councils. which 


were frequently held at Verſailles, he returned 


thither in February. Count Lowendahl, who 
had likewiſe obtained leave to raife a regiment, 
repaired to Hambourg and Lubec, upon the. 
fame account, in the ſame month; and the 
Poliſh recruits which he expected for that regi- 
ment being arrived at the port of Calibke near 
Dantzick, in order to embark for Dunkirk, 
were obliged to remain ſome time there, 


upon account of the ice which Ropped up. the 


Harbour. 7 
- ABovr the ſame time, Edward, eldeſt on of 


| the pretender, appeared in France. This prince 
thinking he ought to take advantage of the pre- 
ſent conjuncture to attempt ſomg enterprize in 


England, came to folicit the moſt chriſtian - 
king's. 


h 
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king's protection. But the court of Verſailles 
was very ſenſible, that it was impoſſible for the 
project which was preſented to ſucceed; conſi- 
dering that ſhe has always been too inviolably 
attached to her treaties and engagements, ever 
to infringe them *. Beſides it was a matter 
very indifferent to the French, whether the 
throne of Great Britain was poſſeſſed dy the 
houſe of Stuart; or that of Brunſwick; for theſe. 
reaſons they did not think ſeriouſly” of accom- 
pliſhing what was propoſed ; only it is very al- 
lowable, in time of war, to make uſe of all ſtra- 
tagems from which any advantage may be 
drawn. The court of London had wantonly. 
engaged itſelf in a war which. it might have a- 
voided; and there were malecontents in the 
government. The troops filed off towards 
Flanders, which was to be the ſcene of opera- 
tions projected by France; and it was thought 
that, by — an embarkation of troops for 
England, commanded by prince Edward, that 
ſtratagem would prevent the tranſ nn of 
Englith troops to Flanders. 

I conſequence of this reſolution, a confi "wy 
able body of troops marched towards Dunkirk, 
where there were tranſport-ſhips ready to re- 
ceive them. Theſe troops actually did embark, 
but diſ-embarked again atdifferent times. Count 
Saxe was named to command this expedition; 
he accordingly went to Dunkirk, and, in ap- 
pearance, made the moſt ſerious preparations. 
This news ſoon reached England, and occaſiun- 
ed all the uneaſineſs there which had been ex- 
pected. The duke of Newcaſtle had orders to 
write to Mr. Thompſon, charged, at that time, 

The reader muſt conſider it is a Frenchman 
who writes this, 
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with the affairs of his Brittanic majeſty at the 
court of France, and here follows what . mi- 
niſter wrote upon this ſubject. 


HIS majeſty having been ente that. the 


Senden s elde/t ſon had left Rome the 275th or 
28th of December laſt, old ſiyle, and arrived at 
Antibes the 17th of Fanuary, it is the king's plea- 


ſure that you go to M. d' Amelot, and tell him 


that you have his majeſty” s orders to acguint him 
of this advice, and to declare to him, that, con- 
conſidering the engagements which his moſt cbri- 
ian majefly bas entered inte, with regard to the 
pretender, and his deſcendants, the king made na 
doubt but that, in caſe theſe advices were well-: 


grounded, his maſt chrifltan majeſty would give. 
his orders fer a Jon 5 _ his domini- 


TOW Ac. . 


1 een Mr. A rateived this letter, 


1 of all that paſt; and, in 


conſequence of the reports which ran, he was 


preparing to go to Verſailles, when he received. 


the duke of Newcaftle's orders. In obedience 
to it, he waited on M. d' Amelot, and ſhewed: 


him the letter which he had juſt received from 
his court. The French — anſwered, - 
that as he ſpoke by order of the king his 


<< maſter, it was, therefore, neceſſary, that he. 


4 ſhould receive orders fam: his, and that he 


© would let him know his majeſty's intentions 


<< with regard to the affair in Tae as ſoon 
& as he knew them.“ 


TEIs anſwer was directly [Gone off to. PF 


Pe and about eight days noe Mr. Thom 


pſon wrote the duke of! (ewcaſtle the follow- 
ing letter, - - - 


7 1 
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be had 3 * fince. my 2 1 
the affair in queſtion ; but having gone this morn- 
ing io Verſailles, M. d Amelot made me in the 
| name of his moſt chriſtian majeſty the ſellowing 
declaration. The engagements entered 150 . 
« by treaties, are only binding ſo far as the 

« religiouſly obſerved on both ſides. — 
<« the king of England ſhall have given ſatis- 
Le faction, with regard to the treſpaſſes commit- 
* ted by his orders againſt the ſame treaties to 
« which he appeals, and of which reiterated 
ce complaints have been made to him, his moſt 
„ chriſtian majeſty will give a ſatisfactory an- 
« {wer to Mr. Thompſon's demand, on the. 
hy ok of the king of Great Britain.” n 

A Page tha ash of February, 1744+ 


THE preparations at Dunkirk delay od for. 
ſome time the. tranſportation of the Bridſh | 
troops; but Count Saxe, and the other generals. : 
who had gone thither, having returned to Paris, 

or to the places of their deſtination, the N 
ſuſpected that it was nothing but a feint; and 
after poſting ſeveral ſquadrons in the channel, 
to obſerve & motions of the French, they con- 
tinued . tranſporting their troops and «tillery in- 
to Flanders. 
So ſoon as count Saus returned from Dun- 

kirk, he conferred affiduouſly for ſome days. 
with the king and count d' Argenſon. His ma- 
jeſty having reſolved to command in perſon his 
army in F landers, he eee the gener al offcers 
who were to ferye there; and to give certain 

proofs of the confidence which he placed in the. 
experience of count Saxe, he honoured him with. 


the title of marſh] of France by the following 
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LOUIS by the grace of God king of France 
and Navarre, to all whom the preſent letters ſhall 
concern, greeting. The zeal with which our 
moſt dear and well-beloved count Saxe, one of 
our lieutenant-generals in our armies, has aban- 
doned the advantages which he could have pro- 
cured in Poland, to devote himſelf to the ſervice 
gf our crown, the ſucceſſes with which the ſeveral 
. operations of war, entruſted to his conduct, have 
been attended; the fignal proofs which he has 
_ grven, on all occaſions, of his courage and valour, 
of a wiſe and prudent conduct, as well as of a 
perfect knowledge in the military ſervice 3 and, 
in fine, the entire _— he has acquired of 
all our troops, which have ſerved under his or- 
ders, have made us judge that we can do nothing 
more. codducive to the advantage of our ſervice, 
than to put him in a condition, by an augmenta- 
tion of authority, to make uſe of his talents with 
fupertority, at the head of our armies; ſo that 
being, beſides, perſuaded of his affettion for our 
perſon, and for the glory of our troops: be it 
known that for theſe cauſes, and other conſidera- | 
trons therto moving, we have made, conſtituted, \ 
ordained and eflabliſhed, and, by theſe preſents | 
ſigned with our hand, we male, conſtitute, or- 
dain, and eſtabliſh, the ſaid count Saxe mar- 
ſhal of France, and the ſaid dignity and charge 
have we given and granted him, and we do 
hereby give and grant him, to have, hold, and, 
for the e to exerciſe, enjoy, and to make uſe 
of the honours, authorities, prerogatives, preemi- 
nences, exemptions, liberties, ſalaries, appoint- 
ments, penſions, rights, powers, faculties, reve- | 
nues, and emoluments, thereto belonging, ſuch 
and ſuch like as other marſhals of France have, | 
and enjoy, even though it be not particular de- 
5 | | 5 clared, 
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clared, nor ſpecified herein, /+ long as it is our 


| pleaſure. We command, and order, all our lieu- 
tenant-generals, governors, captains, chiefs, and © 
conduttors of our troops, and all our officers and 
ſubjetts, that they make, ſuffer, and allow, the 
ſaid count Saxe to enjoy and uſe this, together with 
all the above-mentioned clauſes, fully and peace- 
ably ; and to obey and liſten to him, in the things 
relating to our ſervice, as marſhal of France, for 
ſuch is our pleaſure. In teſtimony wherof we 
have cauſed our ſeal to theſe preſents to be affixed. 
Given at Verſailles the 26th of March 1744; 
and of our reign the 26th. Signed Lovis, 
and on the fold, By THE KING. Signed 
DE Vor ER D' ARGENSON, with a flouriſh. 


THz king, who had not elevated count Saxe 
to the dignity of marſhal of France, but to have 
occaſion to give him the chief command of a 
body of troops, named him to the command of 
one of thoſe which were to compoſe his army. 
And this general having received his laſt inſtruc- 

tions, left Paris to go to Liſle, where he arrived 

about the middle of April. He began by cauſ- 

ing his troops to make ſo many different mo- 

tions, that the enemy could not conceive his 
true deſigns. The king left Verſailles on the 

zd of May following, to go and take the com- 

mand of his armies himſelf, and arrived at Liſſe 
on the 12th following. His majeſty had viſited 

all the poſts on his route, and had held a council 

at Valenciennes, to which he had invited the 

marſhals de Noailles and Saxe: it was in this 
council decided, that the operations . ſhould 
commence by the ſiege of Menin. In conſe- 
quence of this reſolution, his majeſty having de- 
termined to quit his camp at Ciſoing, to return 

| | : | X to 


46 Hiſtory of Maurice, Count Saxe. 
to Lifle, divided his army in two parts, and 
made them begin their march on the 17th of 
May early in the morning. That part com- 
manded by M. Saxe advanced the ſame day as 
far as the bridge of Eſpierre, and the followin 
day he reached Courtray, where he eſtabliſhed 
his head quarters. The king's army marched 
in four columns under the orders of counts Cler- 
mont, and de la Motte, Houdancourt, and the 
WET TT: TYTRIOSTTSN 
Om the 18th M. Noailles who had followed 
his majeſty to Liſle, went with count d' Argen- 
fon and M. d'Aumale commander of the inge- 
niers, to Hellewin, one of the ſuburbs of Menin, 
to reconnoiter the place, and paſſed the Lys to 
viſit the banks of it. The town of Menin was 
inveſted the ſame day : the troops under the or- 
ders of M. de la Motte, Houdancourt, and the 
duke of Biron, advanced to Roncq, and extend- 
ed themſelves as far as Werwick. The body 
commanded by count Clermont encamped be- 
tween Roncq and Reckem, upon the right ſide - 
of the Lys. The troops which were under the 
orders of M. Ceberet extended themſelves upon 
the left fide, and M. de Lutteauz was poſted } 
between Gelwe and Courtray, in order to ſe- 
cure the communication with M. Saxe's army. 
M. pt NoaiLLEs, after having viſited the 
right and left of Menin, in order to adjuſt the 
ſituation of the army, and encamp the troops 
regularly, returned to give his majeſty an ac- 
count of the diſpoſitions he had made. The king 
left Lifle the 22d at noon, and went to Wer- 
wick, where he eſtabliſned his quarters. The 
next day his N mounted on horſeback, 
viewed the place, fixed on the part where the 
attack was to be made, and where the trenches 
| . were 


» 


non. 
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were to be opened. Ground was accordingly 
broken on the 28th at ten o'clock: at night, un- 
der his orders and in his preſence. Tho king 
was accompanied by meſſieurs Ceberet, Balle- 
roi, Gourdon, Courtomer, Mazis, La Roque, 


and St. Sauveur. Count Clermont alſo, and 


the prince of Pons, opened their trenches on the 
ſame night, at the front oppoſite to the king's 
attack ; on which occaſion his majeſty ordered 
a hundred and fifty loui d'ors to the pioneers: of 
his attack, and a hundred to thoſe on count 
Clermont s. l agen, 08 
WIILE the works were puſhed on with vi- 
gour before Menin, M. Saxe, who obſerbed the 


enemy with his army, ſent out ſeveral detach- 


ments to make himſelf maſter of all the poſts, 


which were proper for him, in order to raiſe 
contributions: one of theſe detachments re- 


large booty which they had taken, and his huſ- 
ſars made excurſions to the very gates of Ghent, 
carrying off all the cattle they found. This ge- 
neral had poſted ſix thouſand men betwixt that 
town and Bruges, at a place named Bellem, 
where his troops made themſelves maſters of a 
ſmall fortreſs furniſhed with; ſux pieces of can- 


Ox the 14th of May following, the comman- 


der of Menin having put out the white flag, de- 
manded to capitulate ; and, after the king had 


held a coucil upon that ſubject, his majeſty 
granted the garriſon the honours of war, made 
his public entry into the town the 7th, aſſiſted 
at the Te Deum, and after viſiting the fortifica- 
tions, returned the 8th to Liſle. About the time 
of the ſurrender of Menin, a copy of verſes ap- 
peared to which I have given a place * 
| | N OUIS 
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Lovis par fa preſence a force la barriere, 
Et &eft fait un chemin 2 a de noveaux exploits : 
Ses ennemis avoient à combattre a la fois, © 
Et fa douceur & ſon ardeur guerriere. 

Melange heureux qui fait les plus grands Rois! n 
Non, non, ne craignez point le ſort de la Baviere, 
Peuples qui n' aſpirez qu' a vivre ſous ſes loix. 

Une valeur injuſte & meurtriere 
Ne fait pas la vertu du Heros des Francois. 

II entre dans Menin : c'eſt pour elle une fete: 

Lov1s,ne me rends plus, dit-elle, avec clameurs; 

. Je ſuis ta premiere conquète 
Apres celle de tous les cceurs, 


« 
— \ 


Thus PARAPHRASED. 

Tur preſence, Louis, 1 and renown, 
Have forc'd the gates of this firſt barrier town ; 
'This conqueſt is a prelude to prepare; 
Thy farther progreſs inthe ſcenes of war. 
When ſweetneſs, heav'nly virtue, acts its part, 
With martial ardour in the warrior's heart; 
Where can his foes expect to find reſource? 
Or how pretend to ſtop his rapid courſe? 
Dread not the poor Bavaria's hapleſs fate, 
The object of Vienna's direful hate; 
Nor fear to find in Gallia's warlike hero, 
A cruel tyrant, or a bloody Nero. 
He comes, the people cry and loudly roar, 
Lau will his firſt eee nel er reſtore. 


Or the 6th in the morning the king Gas... 
ed count Clermont, with twenty companies of 
grenadiers, twenty piquets, nine hundred pio- 
neers, and ſix hundred dragoons, to go and in- 


veſt ** and the * of Knocke. His 


1 erene 
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ſerene highneſs divided his detachment into two 
columns, of which one was commanded by M. 
Balleroy, and arrived the ſame day at two in 
the afternoon before Ypres. Count Clermont 
went directly to reconnoitre.the place which he 
inveſted ; and after his troops were poſted, this 
prince made himſelf maſter of a redoubt, which 
defended the ſluices, and made thoſe wha were 
in it priſoners. The next.day his ſerene high- 
neſs ſent the king an exact account of the ſitua- 
tion of the place. On the 8th this prince took 
another redoubt more important than the for- 
mer, becauſe of the great fluice which it guard- 
ed; and the troops in it were likewiſe made 
priſoners of war. The artillery which had 


W icrved before Menin, was tranſported to Ypres, 


M. Saxe, who was appointed to cover the ſiege 

of that place, made the circumvallation on one 
ſide with his army; and that of the king made 
the other. The ſame general having had ad- 
vice that a body of infantry was ſeen | going out 
of Ypres,-which was in a little time after re- in- 
forced by another detachment of the garriſon, 
ordered ſome dragoons and huffars to go and at- 
tack that body. The enemy made at firſt a 
briſk fire, but they were at length repulſed, af- 
ter having an officer, and ſeveral ſoldiers killed; 
with four officers, two ſerjeants, and fixty four 


private ſoldiers, made priſoners. 


M. pe NoAiLLEs having made all the neceſ- 
ſary diſpoſitions for the ſiege of Ypres, the king 
left Liſle the 17th of June to repair to this camp, 
and alighted at Flemmartingen, where his ma- 
jeſty eſtabliſhed his quarters. The trenches 
were opened the ſame evening; and on the 25th 
the commander demanded to capitulate. he 
king granted him as well as the garriſon, all the. 
Vol. II. | D honours 
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honours of war. M. Saxe, whoſe army had 
been re-inforced by a detachment from the 

king's, had not hy given orders to ſurround 
the town of Courtray with paliſadoes, but, be- 
ſides repairing the antient fortifications, added 
new ones. After all theſe diſpoſitions, this ge- 
neral approached the Eſcaut with his army, | 
poſting himſelf on the banks oppoſite to the 
enemy. 

His majeſty, after making his entry into the 
town of Y pres, detached M. de Lutteaux to go 
and inveſt Furnes, while count Clermont was 
coming up with his army. The duke of Bout-, 
flers was at the ſame time ordered to go and 
attack the fortreſs of Knocque ; as was another | 
detachment to make themſelves maſters of Dix- 
mude. But while the neceſſary diſpoſitions 
were making for the execution of theſe different 
enterprizes, the king thought proper to take the 
advantage of the interval betwixt the com- 
mencement of the ſiege of Furnes, and its ſur- 

render, to go and viſit all the places of French 
Flanders ; and his majeſty, who returned from 
Ypres to Liſle the 29th of June, ſet out the 2d 
of July for Bethune, St. Omers, Calais, Bou- 
logne, and Dunkirk, 

"Tas bravery with which all the troops had 
behaved at the two ſieges of Menin and Y pres, 
engaged his majeſty to recompence ſuch of the 
oſficers as he thought deſerved it. Count de 
Noailles was one of thoſe who had expoſed 
himſelf moſt. The king who was in perſon 
witneſs of this young nobleman's behaviour, 

during the two laſt ſieges, thought he could not 
give him a more flattering reward than the rank 
of camp-merſhal, with which he honoured him. 
That officer had diſtinguiſhed himſelf already = 
| A | fo 
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ſo many occaſions, that nobody was aſtoniſhed 


at what he did on this. The preſence .of the 


king, the love of glory, the honour of the na- 


tion, and his own, all concurred to make him 
merit the praiſes of the monarch under whoſe 


eyes he fought. 


IT was at this juncture that the ſtates gene- 
ral ſent baron Waſnaer-in quality of ambaſſador 


extraordinary to the moſt chriſtian king. That 
miniſter was to be the bearer of the anſwer to 
the memorial which the marquiſs de Fenelon 


had preſented at the Hague before he left it. His 


. majeſty had grounds to be diſlatisfied with the 


conduct of that republic; and he was ſtill more 


ſo when he underſtood that the Dutch pretended 


he ſhould give over his conqueſts in the Low- 
Countries, and demanded no leſs than a ſuſpen- 


ſion of arms. The king received baron Waſ- 
naer in the abbey of Anchin, which was then 
His quarters, and he gave him a public audience, 


in which the Dutch miniſter made the follow- 


ing Tpeech. 


e Taz high mightineſſes, my maſters, 


«© ſend me to your majeſty to give you the teſ- 


<« timonies and aſſurances of their reſpect, and 


cc of their ardent deſire to entertain and culti- 
vate, more and more, with your majeſty, that 


happy intelligence and friendſhip which make 
© the glory of the republic, and which the 


<« treaties ſtill ſubſiſting betwixt your majeſty 
and their high mightineſſes, ought to render 
& unalterable. It is upon afoundation fo ſolid, 
<« and fo ſacred, that their high mightineſſes 


„0 flatter thenſeives with the firm hopes of pre- 


< ſerving that prime good vill, with which your 

* your majeſty has conſtantly. honoured them, 

8 ſince you coming to the crown ; and that 
2-2 NO you 
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vou will deign to diſſipate the uneaſineſs they 
„ are under, on account of the troubles with 
<<: which Europe is agitated, Theirhigh mighti- 
* neſſes fee, with the moſt ſenſible grief, the 
troops augmenting and extending themſelves 
towards their frontiers : they beg your ma- 
jeſty would contribute towards the re-eſtab- 
liſhment of tranquillity and peace; which is, 
£6: fire, the grand object of your majeſty's views. 
Their high mightineſſes have of this received 
** with joy reiterated aſſurances on your part; 
sand they ardently wiſh to concurr with your 
<+ majeſty in the re-eſtabliſhment of a ſolid and 
<* equitable peace. This, ſire, is the object of 
my miniſtry, and it is that of the letter which 
I have the honour to preſent to your majeſty 
with the greateſt reſpect. What happinels 
<+ for-me, fire, if, in obeying the commands 
<- which my maſters have laid on me, I may 
render myſelf worthy of your majeſty” s pro- 
an.“ 
The king ations baron Waſnaer, That 
the choice which the ſtates general had made 
© of him, could not but be very agreeable by 
the knowledge which he had of his perſonal 
» qualities: that the whole of his behaviour 
„ towards the republic ſince his acceſſion to the 
crown, -ought to be a ſufficient proof how 
much he deſired to keep up a cloſe friend- 
<6 ſhip and correſpondence with it: that he had 
long enough made known his love of peace; 
< but that the more he had delayed declaring 
<< war, the leſs he would ſuſpend the effects of 
< it that his miniſters would make a report 
. <<. to um of the commiſſion with which he was 
ce charged; - and that, in fine, after conmuni- 
<« cating it to his allies, he weund let the ſtates 
& general know his laſt rejolutions,”” Ix 
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Inc effect the king held a council within a few 
days; but after a mature deliberation on the 
conduct of the Dutch with regard to France, 
ſince the commencement of the war, it was re- 
ſolved to continue the operations according to- 
the plan laid down before the opening of the 
campaign: and this deciſion was communicated 
to baron Waſnaer, who, far from being diſcou- 
razed, continued his ſolicitations with the mi- 
niſtry, and even faw ſeveral times M. Saxe and 
ſome other generals; but all his attempts were 
fruitleſs : the thing was determined, and he was 
obliged to return without ſubreſs: * n 

Wiz the ſiege of Furnes was carrying on 
with vigour under the orders of count Cler- 
mont, M. Saxe having received, on the 3d of 
July, a reinforcement of twenty battalions from 
the king's army, and a numerous artillery, made 
ſeveral motions with his troops, as if he intend- 
ed to paſs the Eſcaut, and to attack the allied 
army; but all thoie motions only tended to co 
ver detachments which he ſent to raiſe contri- 
butions in the neighbouring country. Fhe town 
of Furnes ſurrendered on the 10th of the ſame 
month of July, on the ſame conditions as thoſe” 
of the capitulation of Menin and Ypres. * '- 

ITE report ſpread in the king's army, chats 
prince Charles had paſſed the Rhine, made a 
great change in the execution of the operations 
intended againſt the Netherlands ; and the bu- 
ſineſs now was to march detachments to the 
ſuccour of Alface : I ſhall relate the Ae 
of that paſſage. thr 5 

As ſoon as the pontoons, and other prepa- 
rations for throwing bridges over the Rhine, 
were ready, prince Charles detached general 
rr with a body of troops above Philipſ— 


D 3 bourg, 
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bourg, lieutenant-general Bernclau, with an- 


other below Stokitadt, towards Weiſſenau, near 


to Mayence, and lieutenant- general Leopold de 
Daun, with the whole companies of grenadiers, 
to ſupport general Bernclau in his attempt of 

aſſing, which he was to make on the fide of 


* 


eiſſenau: the reſt of the army was placed 


by diviſions along the Rhine, to be at hand to 
ſupport the body which ſhould firſt paſs. 
GENERAL Nadaſti was the firſt who at- 


tempted the paſſage, after making ſo good dif- 
poſitions that the pontoons arrived in the night 


detwixt the zoth of June and 1ſt of July; and 
having had advice that the Bavarians, informed 


of his deſign, had abandoned the advantageous 
camp which they occupied below Philipſbourg; 
to repaſs the Rhine, he cauſed baron Trenck to 
embark with his pandours, who arrived at the 
oppoſite ſhore of the Rhine, without the lofs of 


one ſingle man; of which prince Charles being 


informed, he gave orders to the troops poſted 
betwixt Neudorff and Stockitadt to advance with” _ 


all poſſible expedition. | 


of ſix thouſand men, paſſed without meeting 


with the leaſt oppoſition. The troops likewiſe 


under the command of prince Waldeck made 


ſo much diligence that they followed the corps 


of general Nadaſti. 


* 


As ſoon as baron Trenck had debarked his 


people, he attacked the advanced poſts of the 


French with ſo much vigour, that he diſlodged 
them, and purſued them to their very camp; and 
having fallen upon three Bavarian regiments he 


9. © 


threw them into diſorder. 


WIL E the pandours and the militia croſſed in 
boats, the bridge was finiſhed, and the troops 
under the orders of general Nadaſti, compoſed 
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ITE Auſtrians having laid a ſecond bridge 
over the Rhine, below Stockitadt, general Bern- 
clau paſted his detachment ; which obliged the 
French who were in Openheim to retire og the 
ſide of Worms, although general Nadaſti Was 
advantageouſly encamped with his huſſars on 
the other ſide the Rhine. In the mean time, 
upon advice that the lines of Lauterbourg were 
but weakly guarded, prince Charles thought 
proper to order the ſame general to march with 
his huſſars, pandours, and other irregular troops, 
reinforced by ſomè Hungarian regiments, to- 
wards theſe lines, to endeavour to make himſelf 
maſter of them, which he did: for the French 
troops who were in them, ſecing themſelves cut 
off from the body of the army, demanded to 
capitulate on the 4th of July, and obtained the 
| honours of war; upon condition that they ſhould 
not ſerve for a year againſt either the queen of 
Hungary, or her allies. After taking the lines 
of Lauterbourg, where prince Charles eſtabliſn- 
ed himſelf, he ſent general Nadaſti to Weil- 
ſembourg, to make himſelf maſter of it like- 
wiſe, which he executed with the ſame ſucceſs, 
as at Lauterbourg. ES. | 
In a grand council held at Dunkirk, in pre- 
| ſence of the king, upon occaſion of the preſent 
ſituation of affairs in Germany, it was deter- 
mined that a confiderable detachment ſhould be 
made of his majeſty's army to march to Alſace. 
The king reſolved to go and take the command 
of his troops himſelf there; and after giving that 
of the army remaining in Flanders to count 
Saxe, his majeſty ſet out from Dunkirk for 
Metz the 19th of the month of July, 1744. 
The troops filed off in ſeveral columns for the 
ſame place; and M. Saxe remained with about 
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forty or forty five thouſand men, againſt an ar- 


my of between ſixty and ſeventy thouſand. 


HowkvER ſuperior the allies were in Flan- 
ders, they could never undertake any thing. 
The capacity of M. Saxe ſupplied his want of 
men: this general obſerved his enemies with ſo 
much care and exactneſs, that all their attempts 


proved abortive; and the beautiful diſpoſitions, 


which he made to keep them in a ſtate of 
inaction, during the remaining part of the 
campaign, paſſes among the connoiſſeurs for a 
maiter-piece of the art; and it is, indeed, a 


piece of general-ſhip Which does the oreateſl 


honour to his hiſtory. Poſterity will ſcarce be- 
eve that an army which wantednothing, which 
was not fatigued by any expedition, and which 
was *compoſed of more than ſeventy thouſand 


.men,ſhould bekept from daring to undertakeany 


thing againſt another which had undergone the 
fatigues of five or fix ſieges; harraſſed by dif- 
ferent motions, which it had been obliged to 
make; daily forced to do duty in many places, 


to guard them; and which was not compoſed : 
of above forty thouſand men. 


TE king having arrived at Metz, on the 
Ath of the month of Auguſt, his majeſty found 
there the firſt detachment of the army in Flan- 
ders, and the reſt arrived ſuceſſively a little time 
after. M. de Noailles repaired on the 6th to 


M. Coigni, to concert the meaſures proper to 
be taken; and the king, when he was about 


leaving Metz to go to Straſbourg g· fell fick i in the 
night berween the 7th and 8th. | 


6 
% 


THE 


H IST O R 


OF 
MAURICE, Count SAXE. 


a 


B O 0 K vm. | 


HE dread of renewing the Far alarms 
with which all France was agitated dur- 
ing the malady of the king at Metz, 

might have exempted me from ſpeaking of it 
here; but that event does too much honour to 
the king, and to the nation, to paſs it over in 
ſilence : to the king, becauſe there's no glo 
fo flattering to a ſovereign as that of ſeeing him- 
ſelf beloved by his ſubjects ; and to the nation, 
becauſe that uncommon attachment for their 
prince, of which it gave ſuch ſignal marks upon 
this occaſion, will make it ever to be reſpected, 
among all virtuous people; and, indeed, this 
conjuncture, however melancholy it was, will 
one day be the moſtſtriking paſſage in the king 8. 
hiſtory. 
WE have ſeen courtiers, attach'd to their 
princes, ſacrifice their blood for him. Perhaps, 


thoſe courtiers, ſeduced by particular views, 
erred in their zeal, and beſtowed incenſe on an 


idol. We commonly enough ſee the creatures 
ol a ſovereign devote themſelves entirely to him 
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ſuſpected : but when a whole kingdom gives 


can 1t poſſibly err ? 
O Lovis! O my king how ſenſibly did 


by gratitude, or by other motives: theſe attach- 
ments, however, are not general, and may | be 


ſuch unanimous marks of love for its prince, 


theſe lively demonſtrations of our firm adherence 


to your ſacred perſon, touch your heart? and 
what tender engagements did it enter into at 


that time with ours! the whole earth beheld 


you more glorious on a death-bed, than all the 
other kings of the world at the head of their 
victorious armies : you triumphed over the 
grave itſelf, ſince its * made your moſt 
ſolid glory. 


PRINCE Charles did not reap any extraordi- 


nary advantage from his paſſing the Rhine. M. 


8 attacked the lines of Lauterbourg in 
ree different parts at the ſame time; and re- 
took them as well as Weiſſembourg. "The bo- 


rived, and chaced general Nadaſti from Saverne, 
where he was poſted with twelve thouſand men. 
The Auſtrians durſt undertake nothing; and 


' contented themſelves with raiſing ſome contri- 


butions in Alſace. Colonel Mentzel, fo for- 


the iſland of Haron. 
ACCORDING to the treaty of union made at 


Francfort betwixt the emperor, the king of Pruſ- 
ſia, and ſeveral other members of the empire, 
his Pruſſian majeſty had put himſelf at the head 
+ of a formidable army, to make a diverſion in 

Bohemia. That monarch had cauſed declara- 


tions to be notified, on his part, in all the courts, 


do juſtity a ſtep which 2 all Europe by 
the 


. | k 


_ 


bs 


dy under the orders of the duke of Harcourt ar- 


midable for his military exploits and for his 
cruelties, was killed in going to take a view of 
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the blow it gave to the projects of Vienna; the 
manifeſto in which he explained himſelf in the 


court of London, among other things, expreſſed, 


cc 


6C 
_ 
(e 
(e 


„ THAT having always endeavoured to cul- _ 


tivate the friendſhip which had been renewed 
by the treaty of Breſlau between him and the 


queen of Hungary; as alſo to re-eſtabliſh it 


betwixt the emperor and that princeſs, he had 


found the emperor very well diſpoſed, but 


the queen of Hungary quite otherwiſe z that 
for all the. reaſons declared in his majeſtys 


manifeſto, and not by the effect of any paſſi- 


on or particular intereſt, he found himſelf ob- 


liged, in quality of a good German patriot, 


and of a faithful member of the empire, to 
ditcharge his duty in maintaining the dignity 


of its Chief, its conſtitutions, and liberties: 


that he was afſured every true Engliſhman | 
who loves the conſtitution: of his country, 
would approve the juſtice of his conduct; 


ſince if what has happened in Germany were 
to happenthere, to wit, if attempts were made 


to chace from the throne the preſent reigning 


family, and to place the pretender upon it, 
all. Britons would look upon ſuch a Rep with 
indignation, and would oppoſe it with all their 


might: that, by a parity of reaſon, no good 


German could ſee with indifference a mem- 
ber of the empire, ſuch as the queen of Hun- 


gary, endeavour to ſtrip the emperor of his 


dignity and authority, in favour of a candidate 


who has not. the neceſſary qualifications for 


the Imperial throne; and who could not be 
placed on it, but by overturning the ſyſtem of 


the empire, and the prerogatives of its princi- 8 
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« THAT as noGerman prince had a riglit to 
meddle with the interior diſpoſitions of Great 


Britain, nor with the conſtitution of its go- 
vernment, his Pruſſian majeſty hoped that the 
Britiſh nation would not concern themſelves 


with the reſolutions which he has taken in 
conjunction with other ſtates, to maintain the 
dignity of the Head of the empire: that he 
had the greater reaſon. to expect it, as the 


Engliſh nation had no reaſon to interfere in 


this diſpute, neither withregard to its trade, nor 
otherwiſe: that if the court of London had a 


greater inclination for one than for another of 


the German courts, his Pruſſian majeſty had 
a better opinion of its equity, than to think it 
would imagine, that princes ſo powerful as 
are thoſe of the empire, ſhould conform them 


ſelves to the views of ſome of the Engliſh na- 


tion, who lay themſelves out to engage their 
countrymen in foreign quarrels, and which 
by no means regard Great Britain: that the 
reſolution of his Pruſſian majeſty had no con- 


nection with the war in which Great Britain 


found itſelf engaged with other powers: that he 


would take no part in it to its prejudice: that 


what he now undertook would not break the 
engagements he had with England, being on 
the contrary reſolved to keep up to them, fo 
long as England ſhould not break the ties ; 
and that in this caſe his Pruſſian majeſty ſhould 
exactly pay the debts of Sileſia , as en 
by the treaty of Breflaw, &c. 

PRINCE Charles deſpairing of being able to 


execute the plan of operations which he had 
projected againſt the dominions of France; and 


apprehenſive of being cut off in ſuch a manner, 


Vet he has ſtopt pay ment. 
e that 
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that he could not repaſs the Rhine if he delayed 
longer, reſolved to croſs it with his whole ar- 
my. He ſaw, on one hand, that the French 
were daily reinforced by the arrival of different 
bodies; on the other, he was informed that the 
Prallias were in full march to Prague: all this 
determined him to make his van-guard paſs the 
Rhine on the 23d of Auguſt, and the reſt follow- 
ed; ſo that on the 25th his whole Army Was on 
the other ſide of that river. 

M. DE NoaiLLEs, who commanded the de- 
wache of the king's army come from Flan- 
ders, being informed of prince Charles's deſign, 
had ſent ſome days before count Lowendahl with 
two thouſand horſe and a thouſand foot, to ob- 

ſerve the motions of the Auſtrians, and to re- 
tard their paſſage: with a view to procure M. Co- 
igni time to join him, in order to give them bat- 
tle, or to force them to repaſs the Rhine with 
precipitation. M. de Lowendahl did more up- 
on this occaſion than was expected from him; 
for his body, which was but of three thouſand 
men, ought to have been cut in pieces by the 
ſuperiority of the enemy; but that general ſtil] 
poſted himſelf fo advantageouſly, and managed 
with ſo much prudence, that having always ſe- 
cured himſelf from being overpowered, he, in 
effect, gave the marſhals de Noailles and Coigni 
ſufficient time to join him, 

TE rear guard of the Auſtrians, compoſed 
of all the grenadiers, ſuffered greatly, and its lofs 
amounted to near two thouſand men. The 

French likewiſe paſſed the Rhine, and purſued 
prince Charles, who .xetired towards Raſtadt : 
and as the intention of this prince was to divide 
his army, in order to ſend a part of it into Bava- 
ria, and a part to the fuccour of Bohemia, he 
les 2 


6: frory of Maurice, Count Saxe. 
decamped in a little time after; and having ſet 
fire to a village to ſecure his retreat, and conceal 
his march, count de Noailles was ſent to that 
village, with a detachment of grenadiers. As 
it was almoſt night when he arrived, he drew up 
his men on the other ſide of it, to be at hand to 

attack the enemy next morning at break of day. 
Prince Charles had taken the precaution to poſt 
on the wings of certain woods, which they were 

to go round in order to get at him, thirty two 

companies of grenadiers, and all his irregular 
troops: theſe different bodies were diſtributed 
behind marſhy grounds, protected by retrench- 
ments and redoubts, ſeparated from the French 
by by a rivuletzand a very deep ditch, Next morn- 
ing early, countde Noailles gave orders for the 


attack: the rivulet and the ditch were ſucceſſive- 


ly leaped over, and the redoubts carried. They 
penetrated into the intrenchments, notwith- 
ſtanding the enemy's fire, who were at laſt forced 
to fly, and purſued till * The loſs of the 

Auſtrians upon this occaſion, was computed at 
near three thouſand killed, wounded, and made 
priſoners. _ 

Mz an time, the king advanced happily, Fun 
day to day, in his recovery: his majeſty was 
ſtill at Metz, where all the royal family, with 
the court, had repaired. I ſhall not enter into 
a detail of the ſeveral rejoicings which were 
made by the whole kingdom upon this occaſion. 
Every body knows: that the French contended 
- who ſhould ſhew the greateſt marks of zeal and 
magnificence. Tt was not a king they had re- 
covered, it was a father whom they loved as 
| tenderly as they were beloved by him. I cannot 
better expreſs how much his majeſty was affect- 
ed with it, than by giving a place to the letter 
which 


WP 
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which he wrote to the archbiſhop of Paris, up- 
on the recovery of his hcalth, 

. | 3 . 
THE ſignal favours which the Almighty has 
beſtawed on me in the diſtemper with which he 
permitted me to be attacked, are a new and ſenſi- 
ble proof of the ſingular protection with which he 
is pleaſed to bleſs me. I cannot better employ the 
fir/t moments of my recovery, than in giving him 
public teſtimonies of my maſi ardent acknowledg- 
nent; and humbly begging, for the remainder of 
the time which he ts pleaſed to allot me, the ſuc- 
cours 1 ſtand in need of, in order to be employed 
solely for his glory, and the happineſs of my ſub- 
jects. The extraordinary marks of affettion which 
I have received from them upon this occaſion, have 
filled me with the ſweeteſi conſolation, and make 
me hope that the ardour Haha, prayers will 
draw down upon me, and upon my kingdom, new 
bleſſings, which I principallydeſire to render them 
happy. It is in theſe ſentiments that I write you 
this letter, to let you know that my intention is you 
ſhould cauſe Te Deum to be ſung in the metropo- 
litan church ef my good city of Paris, on the day 
which the grand-maſter, or maſter of ceremonies, 
will notify to you on my part. I pray Gad, cou- 
fin, that he may have you in his holy and worthy 
Fo - ON. ; 3 5 
At Metz, the 4th of September 1744. 
Signed Louis, and lower PHELYPEAUX. 


THE king was ſcarce able to ſupport him- 
ſelf when he entered upon buſineſs with his ge- 
nerals and miniſters in his chamber. His ma- 
jeſty, after commanding the chevalier de Belleiſſe 
to attack the intrenchments of Suffelſheim * 
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he took ſword in hand, gave count Clermont 
orders to go and ſubdue Conſtance ; accordingly 


this prince went and made himſelf maſter of it. 
And, as in a grand council held at Metz, it 
had been reſolved to beſiege Fribourg, thereby 
to facilitate taking winter quarters in the Briſ- 
gaw, where the troops which were deſtined for 


the operations of the next campaign, might be 


commodiouſly diſtributed, his majeſty cauſed 
ſixty two battalions, and as many ſquadrons to 
march thither in four diviſions. The trenches 
were opened before that place in the night of 
the 3oth of September; but the batteries were 
not in a condition to act till the ſixth of Octo- 
ber following, 
WIIIIE they were beginning the ſiege, the 
king, before he went to it, had a mind to ſee 
ſome places in Alſace and Lorrain: his ma- 
jeſty, accompanied by the queen, went to viſit 
their Poliſh majeſties at Luneville, and arrived 


at Straſbourg the fifth of October, to continue 


His route to Ir All the towns through 
which the king paſſed, ſignalized themſelves by 
marks of the moſt perfect ſatisfaction ; and were 


extremely earneſt, to the utmoſt of their power, 


to make him ſenſible of the pleaſure they en- 
joyed in being honoured with his preſence : they 


even endeavoured to divert him by the moſt 


gallant entertainments they: could contrive and 


execute. The city of Strafbourg was one of 


' thoſe which ſpared no colt to obtain that end. 

M. pz KLiNGLIN, royal prætor of that city, 
at the head of two hundred men of the train- 
bands went out of Straſbourg to meet his ma- 


jeſty. Theſe troops, compoſed of infantry and 
cavalry, were divided into eight bodies. The 
tft was a ſquadron of huſſars, the officers of 
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which had cloaths of crimſon velvet; trimmed 
with ſilver lace and fringes; the cloak of blue 
velvet, laced likewiſe with ſilver, and lined 
with ſable ſkins : the cloaths of the reſt of the 
troops were of ſcarlet, with ſilver buttons and 
holes. There were four other ſquadrons ; of 
which one in ſcarlet, with gold and ſilver; the 
ſecond, ſcarlet wth ſilver ; the third blue and. 
filver, and the fourth gray and ſilver ; the of- 
ficers having cloaths e. all over. 5 

IHE infantry conſiſted in three battalions : bt 
the uniform or regimentals of the firſt were 
blue, with button-holes of gold, and copper 
buttons gilt; the ſecond of ſcarlet, with the- 
ſame buttons and button-holes ; and the third 
gray with filver, Every battalion had a com- 
pany of grenadiers, whoſe caps were adorned 
with lace and embroidery, terminated by rich 
buttons, and garniſhed with bear's ſkin. The 
grenadiers of the battalion cloathed in * 
wore aprons bordered with lace and leer | 
fringes; the ax elevated, and the muſket ban- 
doleer-wiſe, - The cloaths of the officers of 
the infantry were not leſs. LE" than 
thoſe of the cavalry.” 

M. DE KLINOLIN conducted all theſe troops 
to the utmoſt limits of the city's territory, 
where he had cauſed: tents to be pitched; and 
ranged them in battle array, upon a line on the 
right of the road leading from Saverne. The 
huſſars were foremoſt :- next to them ſtood the 
two bodies of red cavalry; the three battalions 
poſſeſſed the center, and the two other bodies 
of cavalry terminated the diſpoſition. The 
reſt of the burghers, conſiſting of twenty tribes, 
were placed on the two ſides of the cauſeway, 
wow l cloaks * ceremony. A 
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Ass ſoon as they perceived the king's coach, 
the kettle- drums, trumpets, haut- boys, hunt- 
ing-horns, and other inſtruments, which were 
at the head of every company,, began to play. 
The cavalry drew their ſabres; and all the 
officers, as well as the prætor royal, made the 
ſalutation with the ſword, when his majeſty 

paſſed before their poſts. | 
Tx king being arrived at the gate of the 
city, baron Trelans, the king's leutenant, 
preſented to his majeſty the three keys of the 
city of ſilver gilt; and the body of the magi- 
ſtracy had the honour to harrangue the king, 
who -after theſe ceremonies entered the city, 
His majeſty found on his entry, firſt a trium- 
phal arch, ſixty feet high, with three portico's ;, 
on the top ſtood an equeſtrian ſtatue of himſelf. 
This arch was guarded on the fide of the ſub- 
urbs by a hundred young people, from the age 
of twelve to eighteen, cloathed as the hundred, 
Swiſs of his majeſty's guard; having their of- 
ficers at their head, whoſe cloaths were blue, 
richly laced with gold. On the other fide of 
the ſame triumphal arch, there were eighteen 
ſhepherds, and as many ſhepherdeſſes, cloathed 
in white taffaty, with garlands. of flowers, and 
their hair hanging down in buckles, the ſhep-- 
herds crooks painted and gilt. The ſhep- 
herdeſſes held baſkets covered with roſe-co- 
loured ſilk, and filled with flowers, which they 
threw where the king was to paſs. They had 
placed, at certain diſtances, companies of young 
girls, dreſſed in the German faſhion; every one 
led by a young boy clad in the ſame manner. 
All the ftreets being ſanded, were covered with 
ſweet- ſmelling herbs and flowers, and hung 
with tapeſtries, one more beautiful than = 
other. 


Hiſtory of Maurice, Count Saxe. 67 

other. The king alighted out of his coach at 
the porch of the catheral church; and his ma- 

jeſty was there received by the cardinal de 
Rohan in his pontificals, accompanied by the 
coadjutor, and ſuffragan of Straſbourg, - with 
copes and mitres, attended uy a numerous 
clergy in copes. 

IRE king, who left Siruſboury the tenth of 
the ſame month of October 1744, arrived next 
day at the camp before Fribourg, and alighted 
at the quarters which had been prepared for him 
at Muntzingen. As ſoon as the troops were 
informed of his majeſty's arrival, they expreſſed 
their joy by reiterated acclamations of Long 


live the king. The marſhals de Noailles, 


Coigni, and Belleiſſe, with all the other gene- 


ral officets, repaired to his majeſty's quarters 
to preſent their reſpects, and congratulate. him 
upon his happy arrival. Although ort the next 
day, being the twelfth, - they puſhed on the 
works with more vigour than before, never- 
_ - theleſs the beſieged ſtill held out, and defended 
themſelves with a ſurprizing bravery. - The 
advanced ſeaſon, the overflowing of the'waters, 
the continual rains which filled the trenches, 
and the ſtrength of the place itfelf, gave ol 
{mall hopes of the fucceſs of this expedition. 
NorwirHSsTAN DING the rigour of the ſon 
fon, and the remonitrances of all the phyſt- 
cians, his majeſty declared that he would not 
ſtir till the place ſurrendered. - Nothing more 
was neceſſary to excite the courage of the 
troops : they went on, with an intrepidity not 
to be equalled, in all plates where the danger 
was greateſt, The counts Lowendahl and de 
Noailles, . who were not in the trenches when 
me attack. was made on the covered way, went 
To ET c 
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nevertheleſs into them through an exceſs os | 


| zeal, and to encourage the ſoldiers by their 


example. The former was wounded by a ſnot 


which endangered his life. It is certain that 
had the king not been there, they would have. 


been obliged to convert the ſiege into a blocade, 
and to put off the affair till next ſpring. His. 


majeſty, to preſerve the troops, cauſed the fire 
of the artillery to be redoubled. "They battered: 
in breach; and, in fine, all being ready for the. 
general aſſault, which was to be made on the 
fifth of Ndvember, the beſieged, ſeeing plainly 
that-they were notin a condition. to ſupport it, 
on the fame day, towards evening, put out the. 
white flag. At the fame time one of the officers. 


of the garriſon, having appeared on the breach, 


was conducted to M. Coigni, to whom he 
delivered the letters with which he was charged 
on the part of general Damnitz, governor - of 


the place, who came next day himſelf in the 


morning to pay his reſpects to the king-. 

' IT was agreed with him, that the place 
ſhould be delivered to the king's troops on 
the ſeventh : that the garriſon ſhould retire into 
the caſtles ; but that the ſick and wounded, 
who could not be tranſported thither, ſhould 
be made priſoners of war: that the artillery and 
warlke ammunitions, which were in the town, 
ſhould remain in it: that there ſhould be a 
ſuſpenſion of arms for fifteen days, to give the 
governor time to wait for the return of a courier; 


which he was to ſend to the queen of Hungary, 


to inform her of what paſſed, and to receive 

new inſtructions: that, in the mean time, the 

troops might take their precautions, the one for 
the attack, the others for the defence. 
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THE operations of the ſiege of F ribourg 
were not only extremely fatiguing for the rea- 
ſons mentioned above, but the immenſe artil- 
lery of that city coſt a great many men to the 
beſiegers; for it was computed that they had 
more than three thouſand killed or wounded. 
The grand prior, M. de Soubiſe, and M. de 
Lowendahl were among the numbef of the 
latter. The regiment of French guards, and 
that of che king, were very roughly handled, 
and ſuffered gre: atly. However it muſt be ſaid 
that the taking of this place, was the triumph 
of the valour and conſtancy of the French, 
whom difficulties of all kinds could not dif 


= hearten, 
FRIBOURG is a large and finong Gs | 


city, capital of the Briſgaw, ſituated on the little 
river of Threſheim, at the end of a fertile 
plain, and foot of a mountain, where cam- 
mences that chain which they call the black 
mountains. Its edifices are not ſumptuous, 
becauſe of their antiquity; it was built in the 
beginning of the eleventh century. The tower 
of the great church is the moſt beautiful in all 
| Germany, if we except that of Straſbourg. 
There is a famous univerſity founded about the 
year 1450, by Albert VI. ſurnamed the gra- 
cious, duke of Auſtria. Juſtice is adminiſtered 
here by a ſovereign chamber, to which there 
are appeals from all the other tribunals of the 
province. Its principal commerce conſiſts in 
making criſtals and white glaſs; and in poliſh- 
ing carbuncles and other precious ſtones. 
Tuts town owes its fortifications to the 
French, who augmented them in 1679, when 
the emperor Leopold yielded it to France by 
the treaty of Nimeguen, in exchange for Phi- 
*lipſbourg; 
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lipſbourg. It has four gates, eight royal ba- 
ſtions, and half moons which cover the curtains, 
It is commanded by a mountain, whereon'there 
are four fortreſſes, which command one an- 
other; and a good caſtle with four baſtions. 
This place has ſtood out ſeveral fieges. The 
Swedes conquered it three times, to wit, in 
1632, 1634, and 1638. Marſhal Crequi took it 
in 1677. It was reſtored to the emperor by 
the treaty of Reſwick in 1697. Marſhal Villars 
took it in 1713, after an obſtinate and bloody 
 fiege, and, in fine, it was given back at the 
peace of Utrecht in 1714. 

AFTER the king had made his bar into 
Friboure, he ſet out for Paris, where he arrived 
the 13th of November; and his majeſty had 
the complaiſance to remain in it three days to 
ſatisfy his ſubjects who were impatient to ſee 
him. The whole royal family repaired like- 
wiſe to the caſtle of the Thuileries; where 
there was ſuch a concourſe of people, of all 
ages and ranks to ſee their majeſties, that one 
could ſcarcely approach the place. This fight 
was ſo moving that the king could not forbear 
being affected with it by a tenderneſs of heart. 
His Biaeſty made his miniftry, and thoſe who 
approached his perſon, ſenſible how ſorry he 
was that the ſituation of his affairs, and the 
preſent circumſtances, did not allow him to 
ſhow his gratitude to his people by the ſup- 
preſſion of ſome impoſt. 

WHEN the king, queen, and royal family 
returned to Verſailles, their majeſties met in 
the grand avenue, M. de Noailles; who, in 

quality of governor of that town, was at the 
2 of the handſomeſt of the burgher youth, 


all cloathed in an ane as rich as gallant. 
They 
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They afterwards paſſed under a triumphal arch, 


erected in the middle of the place of arms, 


much admired for its elegant taſte. | 

NorwirHSTAN DING the great ſuperiority 
of the allies in Flanders, M. Saxe had fo art- 
fully kept them in, that they durſt not under- 
take any thing. They contented themſelves 
with raiſing ſome trifling contributions in the 
caſtillany of Lifle, which was infeſted with 
their irregular troops: however, in reality, 
they had aneye to Liſle itſelf, and would have 


gladly attempted the ſiege of that place, as be- 


ing the object towards which their operations 
were directed. In effect, that expedition ap- 
peared to be eaſy, ſince they had cauſed an 
immenſe artillery to be brought thither; and 
M. Saxe was well perſuaded that their inten- 
tion was to make uſe of it againſt that frontier: 

for which reaſon he had reinforced the garriſon, 


and provided it with every thing neceſſary. 


L1SLE is a large, rich, and ſtrong city, capital 


of French Flanders, defended by a citadel, 
built by M. Vauban, one of the moſt Bens 


in ee This town is ſituated in a fertile 


and agreeable plain, watered b y the Lys and 
the Deule. It was founded by AT count 
of Flanders, ſurnamed the n his ſon, 
ſtiled the gentle, augmented it conſiderably, 
and beautified it as much as poſſible. In the 
year 1066 he had it incloſed with good brick 
walls. It is at preſent fortified with fourteen 


ſtrong royal baſtions, ſeveral half moons, and 


a double ditch, of which the firſt is very large 


and deep: it is beſides paliſadoed all round. 


It has ſeven gates, every one accommodated 
with three doors, of which the firſt is of iron, 
with * and won hurdles. neatly 

wrought. 
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wrought. The public edifices are beautiful 
enough, but above all the great ſquare.  Com- 
merce flourifhes.in it; and the inhabitants are 
rich. Liſle has been ſeveral times ruined by 


Wars; but always repaired again. It belonged 
to the Spaniares till 1667, when Louis XIV. 


took it from them in ſeventeen days. The 


allies reduced it in the war of 1708; and itwas 
reſtored to France by the treaty of Utrecht. 

TRE conqueſt of this place would have been 
very agreeable to the allies. It fixed their 
whole attention; and by their different motions 


they only ſought to draw. off M. Saxe, that 


they might execute their project: but this ge- 
neral ſuſpected their deſign, and took his pre- 
cautions accordingly; for without quitting his 
poſts, he made ſo many marches and counter- 


marches, that the enemy could never pene- 
trate into his real deſign. They dreaded him; 


and were always afraid of being attacked. It 
was thus in mutually watching each other, that 
the two armies made the campaign; and the 
ſeaſon not permitting the allies to keep the field 
any longer, they reſolved at laſt to diſtribute 


their troops. M. Saxe did the ſame on his 
ſide; and after providing for the ſecurity of the 


king s conqueſts, as well as his other places, 
left the army, of which he gave the command, 
during his abſence, to the marquis de Ceberet. 
This general arrived at court the 13th of De- 
cember. And about tlie ſame time died, at 
Bruſſels, the moſt ſerene archdutcheſs, governeſs 
of the Low Countries, aged twenty {1x years 
and ſome months. She was only ſiſter to the 
queen of Hungary; and had been married to 
the moſt ſerene prince Charles of Lorrain, on 
the ſeventh of January 4 That princeſs 

was 
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was univerf{.lly regretted for the good qualities 
with which ſhe was endowed. 

Tux king of Pruſſia, who had made himſelf 
maſter of Prague the 15th of September laſt, 
as well as of the other principal places of Bo- 
hemia, was at length obliged to leave that 
kingdom for want of forrage and ſubſiſtence for 
his army. That monarch, in removing the 
Pruifan garriſon which he had left at Prague, 
committed the guard of the city to the inhabitants 
themſelves; and retired with all his troops into 
ileſia, without being diſturbed in his retreat: 
in the mean time, the chevalier de Saxe, at the 
head of a body of Saxon troops, wanted to fall 
upon his rear-guard ; but being afraid to be 
ſurrounded and cut off, he thought it beſt to 
retire. 

GENERAL Damnitz, who, according to the. 
capitulation of the city of Fribourg, had retired 
with the garriſon into the caftles, received 
orders to furrender; of which this general 
having given M. Coigni advice, it was agreed 
that the garriſon, conſiſting of four thouſand 
men, ſhould be made priſoners of war, and 
ſhould evacuate the fortreſs the 25th of No- 
vember. As ſoon as the king had received the © 
news, his majeſty wrote the following letter to 
the archbiſhop of Buris to cauſe Te Deum to 
be fing in thankſgiving for this new conqueſt, 


The terms in which this letter is conceived, 


icemed to me to be ſo perfect a teſtimony of 
the goodneſs of the king's heart, and his pa- 
ternal love to his ſubjects; that although thoſe 
qualities are known by every body to be in⸗ 
herent in him, yet I thought it would be ſtill 
e to exhibit them here. 

» 
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CovusIN, | | 
THE moment, which I expected with im- 
patience, is arrived; wherein I can render 10 
God, in the midſt of all my people, the thankſ- 
givings we owe him for the favours which he 
has heaped upon us. It has pleaſed him ta ſecond 
my efforts; and to make me triumph at the head 
of my armies : he has vouchſjafed to reward the 
love I bear my ſubjefts, and to crown by ſuc- 
ceſſes the deſire I had to contribute, myſelf, to 
their ſafety and glory. My conqueſts in Flan- 
ders have been as rapid as important. no effort 
wwas fruitleſs, In fine, my diſconcerted enemies, 
though ſenſible of their own weakneſs, not daring Þ 
to appear with open force ; yet believing at leaſt 
that they might attempt places where I was nat 
preſent, have ſurpriſed certain paſſages, in order 
fo enter into my dominions: but the bravery of 
my troops bas given me time to fiy to, ther 
aſſiſtance, Neither the regret of interrupting - 
my cangueſts, nor the diſtance of places haue been 
able to with-hold me; and God, who gave me 
both flrength and good-will, appeared to approve 
4 my deſigns. I,, at that time, bis almighty 
and ſeemed to have abandoned me for a moment; 
if, after protecting me in perilons enterprizes, he 
intended that 1 ſhould fee es elſewhere than 
in the. mia/t of dangers, this alarming moment 
only ſerved ta make me perceive mare ſenſibly the 
exceſs of his goodneſs; and I have found that he 
did not put me to this trial, but to grant me the 
moſt affefting favour which a king could receive. 
His providence was pleaſed that I ſbould enjay 
all the love of my ſubjetts, the proofs of which 
old admit of no ſuſpicion; and that, ſurviuing 
 myjelf,, I ſrautd be witneſs of the ſorrow * 1 | 
Me | left 
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{ft behind me. Of all the gifts of heaven, this 
is what touched me moſt, God, who reads my 
heart, knows how much the price of being loved 
prevails over a vain deſire of glory, which would 
coſt my ſubjetts tos much. May his divine good- 
neſs dergn to finiſh his work! May it not be in 


' vain that my people are dear to me! May his 


protection furniſb me with the means of rendering 
rem happy by peace! And may my viftories 
ſerve only to extinguiſh, in my enemies, the leaſt 
Lopes of doing me hurt ! 5 3 
THE taking of Fribourg, of which I have 
juſt made myſelf maſter for the emperor my 
brother; the places of Upper Auſtria which I 
have ſubjectid to him, all combine to convince” 
my enemies, that the mo? powerfulefforts can do. 
nothing againſt an army which heaven ſo viſibly 
protefts. Let them therefore liſten to the voice 
of the Almighty ; let them commiſerate the evils 
which affiiet their own countries, if they are not 
touched with thoſe of all Europe ; let them remem- 
ber that France, in undertaking to defend 39 
preſſed ſavereigns, never ſupported an unjuſt 
cauſe ; and let them be, m fine, convinced that 


a warlike nation, who have but one tongue and 


one heart, who love their maſter as much as 
they are beloved by him, and who fight in behalf 
of equity, muſt ſooner or later, by the mercy of 
God, triumph over all tbeir enemies. 
Penetrated ſtill more and more on account of 
all which I be to the divine goodneſs, I cannot 
but redouble my thankſgivings, and I write you 
this letter to let you know that my intention is 
you ſhould cauſe Te Deum to be ſung, Sc. 


AFTER the reduction of the caſtles of Fri- 


bourg, M. Coigni cauſed the fortifications to 


A | be 
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be. demoliſhed, as had been done to thoſe of 
the town ; and when he had given orders for 
the cantonment of his army, he returned to 
court. Thus ended the campaign of 1744. 

As ſoon as all. the generals were come to- 
gether, ſeveral councils-were held at Verſailles 
in preſence of. the. king, upon the operations of 
the next year 1745. M. Saxe was called to 
all theſe cquncils; and-his artful as well as pru- 
dent management in Flanders, gained him at 
that time the king's confidence to ſuch a pitch, 
that- he was ſeveral times alone in conference 
with his majeſty; who reliſhed much the ſeve- 
ral plans which he had the honour to lay be- 
fore him. 

Tk allies, on their fide, endeavoured to 
ſtrengthen themſelves -by augmenting their 
party; and. it was with this view that on the 
| 8th of January 1745, a treaty of union betwixt 
the queen of Hungary, the king of England, 
the king of Poland elector of Saxony, and the 


ſtates general, was ſigned at Warſaw. By the 
tenth article of this treaty, the empreſs of 
Ruſſia, the kingdom and republic of Poland, 


and the members of the empire were invited to 
accede. The news of the ſigning of this treaty 
was received in France with abundance of in- 
difference: one day as M. Van Hoey, who 
was then ambaſſador from Holland to his moſt 
chriſtian majeſty, was walking in the gallery 
of Verſailles till he could get acceſs to the king, 
he met M. Saxe, who happened to be there on 
the ſame account; and taking him aſide aſked 
him what he thought of the treaty of Warſaw ? 

the marſhal anſwered, That France was very 


indifferent about it ; but that if the king his 
water would 5 ive him carte blanche, he would: 5 
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go and read the original at the Hague, before 
the year was at an end, The marſhal is always 
merry, anſwered the ambaſſador: No truly, - 
replied he, the king is too good to your republic, 
and meets with an ill return, 
Tax emperor, who had recovered a part of- 
his hereditary dominions, about the time of the 
king of Pruſha's entry into Bohemia, had been at 
Munich upwards of three months. This prince 
was attacked, in the beginning of 1745, with 
2 moſt violent fit of the gout ; and the diſtem- 
per having daily increaſed, his Imperial majeſty 
died at Munich on the 20th of January in the 
ſame year. 35 + 4 
Tus death, which left the Imperial throne 
vacant, at a time when Germany was up in 
arms, . brought things almoſt into the ſame 
fituation, in which they were after the death of 
Charles VI. The emperor deceaſed, ' left a 
fon aged about eighteen, who ſucceeded him in 
his electoral e and in all the rights of 
his houſe. The French troops which were 
in Germany, could no longer remain there in 
quality of auxiliaries of the emperor: the union 
treaty of Franckfort ſubſiſted no longer, ſince 
he, in whoſe favour it had been made, was no 
more in being. The French received orders 
to evacuate ſeveral places of Auſtria, and draw 
near the Rhine. The court of Vienna con- 
ceived great hopes from this event; and uſed 
its utmoſt endeavours to detach the young 
elector from France. | 5 
VNEITHER the marriage of the dauphine; 
ſolemnized at Verſailles on the 23d of February 
1745, nor the magnificient entertainments, 
which were made aſter as well as in the time 
of that auguſt ceremony, did at all hinder the 
N N E 3 neceſſary 
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neceſſary preparations for opening the campaign 
early. In vain had the court of Verſailles tried 
all imaginable ways, during the winter, to 
procure peace to Europe. The inſtructions of 
the French miniſters in foreign courts tending 
to that good deſign, were without effect; for 
which reaſon his moſt chriſtian majeſty ſaw 
himſelf forced to continue the war with more 
vigour than before. 
ALL the month March was SOR up with - 
holding councils, # Verſailles, at which M. 
Saxe aſſiſted regularly; and his majeſty, having 
declared that he would himſelf command his 
army in Flanders, notified, at the ſame time, 
that M. Saxe ſhould be charge d with the exe- 
cution of his orders in that 8 15 
THAT general having received his yy in- 
ſtructions, ſet out preſently with an intention 
to juſtify, by his conduct, his maſter's con- 
fidence. So foon as he urrived-i in Flanders, he 
drew out the troops from their winter quarters, 
and cauſed them to aſſemble under Maubeuge ; 
from whence he made them decamp the 2cth 
of April, after dividing them into ſeveral bodies, 
and aſſigning them different routes, The groſs 
of his army marching by Malplaquet, oh a 
detachment of four hundred men, which the 
governor of Mons had ſent to throw themſelves” 
into St. Guillain, and advanced by Quevrain 
and while, to conceal his true deſign, he de- 
tached count d*Eftrees, with orders to advance 
to the very gloeis of Mons, as if his view was 
upon that place, he made the army all of a 
ſudden direct its march towards Tournay, 
which was inveſted by the duke of Harcourt 
on the 25th of April. Drooping as M. Saxe 
then , his zeal for the king's ſervice, and 
| the 
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the ambition of ſignalizing himſelf by ſome 
remarkable expedition, made him ſurmount 


the diſtemper which threatened his life, that 


he might be preſent with the army, to which 
he was carried in a litter. | 
He found that count d'Eſtrees, according to 


the inſtructions given him, had extended the 


lines of circumvallation on the ight fide of the 
Eſcaut, from Anthoin to Sauſſoi; and on the 
left fide from Froyenne to Anthoin, croſſing 
the villages of Marquain and Froidement. 
The enemy having had. neither time nor the 
precaution to deſtroy the ſuburbs of Tournay, 
the beſiegers lodged in them; by which means 
the circumvallation was contracted in ſome 
places, The general quarters were removed 


from Anthoin to Vaux; from Vaux to Evre, 


and from Evre to Froyenne, where it remained 
till the end of the ſiege. 1 
TE trenches were opened in form before 
that place in the night between the thirtieth of 
April and the firſt of May, without the beſieged 
perceiving it; which gory facihtated and 
advanced the works of the. firſt day, compres 
hending 1800 toiſes, which formed two branches 


of trenches parallel to each other. The right 


of the trenches extended to the road from Liſle, 
above the ſuburbs of Orke ; and the left, which 
reached as far as the road from Courtrai, fronted 
the two horn-works next the left bank of the 


Eſcaut. In the night from the firſt to the ſe- 


cond, they made another parallel of about 150 
toiſes behind the firſt, which was extended as 
many fathom more the ſecond night; and at 
the end of this branch they made a redoubt 
which reached from the cauſeway of Liſle to a 


mill. | es 
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In the night between the third and the fourth, 
they advanced two branches more; one of 
which was carried on to within eighty toiſes 
of the covert-way, upon the capital of the half 
| baſtion on the right. During theſe two days 


they raiſed five batteries of cannon and mortars; 


adding two others on the right of the parallel, 
near the cauſeway of Liſle, and an eighth to the 
left, near the cauſeway of Courtrai. 

TRE beſieged likewiſe unmaſked new bat- 


teries, and kept a briſker fire during that night 


than they had done the two preceding ; but 
the beſiegers ſuſtained no great damage. At 
three in the morning they made a ſally towards 
the center of the trenches, but were repulfed 
with loſs; and in ſuch diforder, that they. threw 

down their arms, that they might run the faſter 
towards the town. Lo . 

Tu news of the ſiege of Tournay made 
the allies ſeriouſly think of ſuccouring that 
important place. They held a council at Bruſ- 
ſels, where the duke of Cumberland, who was 
to command the whole army, was arrived ſome 
days before; and it was reſolved that without 


loſs of time they ſhould go and attack the 


French army. In conſequence of this refohi- 
tion, they drew out their troops from their 
quarters with ſuch great diligence ; that their 
whole army was aſſembled on the 28th of 
April in the plain of Anderletcht under Bruſ- 
ſels. On the 3oth it began to march, and went 
to incamp at Lambeck, where it reſted the firſt 
of May; on which the duke of Cumberland 
reviewed it. On the ſecond, it took poſſeſſion of 
the camp at Soignies, from whence it marched 
ont the fifth, and pitched at Cambron ; where 
it topped till the ſeventh, and then proceeded 
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to Mollay, where it incamped on the banks of 
the rivulet of Catoire. After this directing its 
march to the left, it arrived the eighth at El- 
lignies and at Briffoeil, its van- guard being 
advanced as far as Pipey, but the center had 
not as yet paſſed the Catoire. On the ninth 
the army reached Maubray ; from whence it 
extended its right as far as the heights of Veſon, 
ſtill under the cover of the woods of Barry and 
Leuze. It was reinforced, during the march, 
with the garriſons drafted from all the neigh-- 
bouring places; and was at laſt increaſed to 
60,000 effective men. 

THEIR order of battle was very well con- 
certed : they preſented their front to the French 
army: their right joined to the wood of Leuze, 
their left extended above Anthoin drawing to- 
wards the Eſcaut : they had Mons behind them, 
where they could retire in caſe of need, and 
at the ſame time cover all the country on the 
other ſide of it. By this diſpoſition they cut 
off from the French the communication with 
Condé and Valenciennes, upon the right of the 
Eſcaut; and, in fine, they might flatter them- 
_ ſelves that in caſe of fuccefs, all the country of 
the Hainault, which belonged to France, would 
be open to them. 

As ſoon as M. Saxe had exact notice of 
the enemyꝰs ſtrength, he detached the marquis du 
Chayla to take poſt at Leuze with the regiment 
of Graflin, and ſixteen ſquadrons, to oppoſe | 
the courſes of the light troops, and at the ſame 
time prevent the loſs of ſome poſt of conſe- 
quence : he went thither himſelf to view the 


ground, and to draw all the OY pong 
from . | 
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A very conſiderable detachment of the 
enemy approached Leuze to furprize M. du 
Chayla: but that general retired towards Tour- 


nay, without being moleſted in his retreat; 
ſupported by a brigade of infantry which M. 


Saxe had ſent him. On the fifth of the ſame 
month of May, the French cauſed the head of 
their bridges to be fortified, to provide againſt 

all events; for the marſhal milled to continue 


the ſiege, and to give the enemy battle at the 


ſame time. 
In conſequence of this grand project, he 


tempered boldneſs with the precautions 
worthy of his prudence: on the ſeventh he 


detached the brigade of Dauphiny to make 
_ themſelves maſters of the village of Fontenoy; 


a poſt which appeared to him to be of the laſt 


importance : for it offered a moſt advantageous 


ſituation, to the army which ſhould firſt get 


poſſeſſion of it. 


FONTENOY is a village on the leftof Anthoin, 


from which it is only about 800 toiſes diſtant, 


The ground is unequal and filled with hillocks. 


This village was ſurrounded with good intrench- 
ments, ſortified with. a redoubt on each of its 
flanks, defended by the Dauphiny brigade. On 


this village was to lean both the left of the 


right wing, and the right of the center of the 


army. The principal care of the marſhal was 


to have that poſt well defended, and that of 
the enemy to force it : which was the reaſon 
that the two armies bent their greateſt ſtrength 


on that ſide; and that it became their held. of , 


battle, as we ſhall preſently ſee. 

Fax point of the wood of Barry is diſtant 
from Fontenoy about 520 toiſes. It was for- 
tified by felled trees, and two redoubts; one 
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at the extremity upon the right flank of the 
wood; the other about 300 toiſes diſtant, on 
the front of the ſame wood. They could each 
of them contain a battalion with artillery; and 
they were deſtined to defend the center: of 
which the right was to extend to the village, 
and the left to the firſt houſes of Ramecroix, 
upon a line paſſing through the place where the 
road from Tournay to Mons croſſed that from 
Anthoin to Gaurin; another poſt of great con- 
ſequence, and of which the loſs would have 
infallibly ſeparated the right wing of the army 
from the left. 5 8 

Tux ground from that part of the road of 
Tournay to Leuze which is over-againſt the 
caſtle of Bourg-en-Brai, as far as mount Tri- 
nity, was reſerved for the left of the army. It 

was almoſt impoſſible for the enemy to pene- 
trate on that ſide. Deep marſhes very diffi- 
cult to paſs; and the woods, with which this 
part of the country is covered, made it im- 
practicable to attack the French in that place, 
but with great diſadvantage. To the natural 
advantage of the ground, M. Saxe had joined 
all the precautions which the moſt experienced 
prudence could ſuggeſt, He had difperſed ad- 
vanced parties, who informed him exactly of 
the leaſt motion of the enemy. The regiment 
of Graſſin was very uſeful this way; for it may 
be faid that of all the voluntiers of the French 
army, they diſtinguiſhed themſelves moſt. The 
example of their chief gave them experience; 
and there was no affair of importance during 

the whole war, in which this regiment did not 
hear a conſiderable part; and M. Saxe had fo 
much confidence in M. Graſſin, that when 
there was à bold ftroke to be made, he gave 
5 I K-00 him 


right wing, he wrote to the king the fourth of 
May: That if the enemy had as ſtrong a deſire 
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him the preference. This diſtinRion raifed 


jealouſies againſt him; but as merit ſooner or 
later pierces through the gloomy ſhades of envy, 
every body did juſtice in the ſequel to this brave 
colonel. Beſides the precautions already men- 


_ tioned, care had been taken to render the ap- 


proaches very difficult ; either by breaking the 
roads, or by cutting down trees, and placing 
them wherever it was found needfu]l, | 


THe allies had an open paſſage to the French 


by the roads of Mons, Leuze, and Ath : but 
they could not all march at the ſame time in 
theſe different roads, without leaving their leit 
wing at too great a diſtance from their center 
and right wing: for which reaſon they choſe 


the road of Mons. Beſides being informed of 


the obſtacles they ſhould have to ſurmount in 


taking that of Leuze, they rather choſe . to 
march all their forces againſt the right wing 


and center of the French army; in hopes of 
opening a paſſage betwixt the wood of Barry 
and Fontenoy, or betwixt Fontenoy and An- 


thoin. 18 


M. SAxk directed his operations by thoſe of 


the allies; and after fortifying his center and 


as he to come to a battle, he ſhould not long delay 


giving it them. There needed nothing more 


to excite this monarch to come and head his 
troops, He left Verſailles with the dauphin on 


the ſixth of the ſame month, and went to ſleep at 


Compeigne. The next night he lay at Douay ; 
whence after receiving a courier from the mar- 


ſhal, he arrived on the ninth at Pont à-Chin, 


where- his quarters had been prepared. The 


| firſt thing his majeſty did on his arrival, was 
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to go and viſit the operations of the ſiege, with 
which he appeared to be very well ſatisfied, 
and went afterwards to take a view of the 

army. This ſight ſtruck. the Dauphin ſo much 
the more as being new to him, for it was his 
firſt campaign: but, in reality, what proſpect 
can be more ſtriking, and better characteriſe 
the majeſty, grandeur, and power of a ſovereign, 
than that of an army of 100,000 men; who, 
on the leaſt ſignal of the prince who com- 
mands them, are ready to ſacrifice for him the 
laſt drop of their blood? What can be more 
affecting than to ſee the order and diſcipline 
which regulate the leaſt motions of that mul- 
titude? Than, in fine, to behold the officer 
and ſoldier mingled in their functions, con- 
tending for the honour of ſurpaſſing each other? 
No, it is only at the head of his army that a 
king knows all his ſtrength. At his court he 
only ſees his grandeur in miniature: that court 
is only compoſed of a ſmall number of ſubjects 
whom hopes draw thither, and whom intereſt 
alone attaches to it: here it is honour: here 
it is glory: in ſhort, it is a certain ſomething 
above all definition. 

By the eighth all the army had orders to be 
ready to march upon the king's arrival. M. 
Saxe was very much indiſpoſed; nevertheleſs 
he ſurmounted all difficulties: the preſence of 
his maſter, and the love of glory, made him 
forget his ailments. That general communi- 
cated to the king all the diſpoſitions he had 
made to attack or receive the enemy. The 
monarch approved them all, and highly praiſed 
a zeal no Jeſs ardent, than fagacious : judging 
likewiſe, that there was not a moment lolt ; 


he ordered that the greater part of the cavalry 
pp ſhould . 
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ſhould go and incamp the ſame day, the ninth 
of May, on the other fide the Efcaut, which 
was accordingly executed. Orders were given 
at the ſame time, that all the equipages of the 


army ſhould repaſs to the left fide of that river: 
for Louis going to fight, had not the preſump- 


tion to depend upon an infallible victory, the 
rock on which warriors, more ſelf-ſufficient 
than wiſe, have often ſplit. Though his ma- 


jeſty might juſtly conceive good hopes from the 


uprightneſs of his intentions, the valour of his 

troops, and his own courage, he nevertheleſs _ 
concerted with Maurice all the meaſures ne- 
ceſſary in ſuch a caſe. fs 


TRESE two warriors made it a principle to 


think that the moſt complete victory often de- 


pends on chance, on a moment, on a ſingle 


_ circumſtance; in ſhort, on a nothing, if I may 


= 


generals. And what are theſe duties? Is it 


ſo ſpeak, which may eſcape all human forecaſt. 
Theybegin by doing the duties of good and great 


to truſt to the ſuperiority of their troops ? No-: 


it is in reflecting that Alexander with fifty thou- 
fand Macedonians defeated a million of Per- 
ſians; and that Charles XII. with eight thou-- 
ſand men routed a hundred thoufand Ruſſians, 


at the battle of Narva; to know how to take 
the advantage of number, without placing an 
entire confidence in it. Is it to depend on the 
ſkill of the generals, and on the bravery of the 
ſoldiers? No: it is to be perſuaded that there 
is no nation invincible, however warlike, and 
however victorious it may be. Is it to make 
honour conſiſt in expoſing one's ſelf to danger, 
or raſhly to expoſe the troop? No: it is to 
know how to prevent, or to diminiſh the dan-. 
ger; to brave it, when there is no other part 
| 1 = more 
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more wile to be taken; and to fly from it when 
it is inevitable and without remedy, It is to 
meet the enemy when it is proper, and to at- 
tack them if neceſſity requires it; to wait for 
them if that is moſt prudent, or to avoid them 
if that be ſafeſt; it is to fortify the front, to 
render the approaches to his camp inacceſſible; 
and at the fame time to fortify the rear, to fe- 
cure the retreat of his army in caſe of diſorder : 
it is, in ſhort, to reckon equally upon a victory 
and a defeat, in order to be ready for all events; 
to be intrepid, when the enemy attacks, bold 
when the buſineſs is to fall upon them, without 
allowing boldneſs and intrepidity, to run into 
temerity or fury; to be firm, when the queſtion 
is to rally troops; to join example to com- 
mand; to preſerve in that confuſion, in this 
immenſe tumult, in this mixture of whole ar- 
mies, the calm, the preſence of mind, and all 
the uſual coolneſs, 3 it be to bring troops 
again to the charge, if there be any hopes to 
do it with ſucceſs, or to ſecure them a fafe 
retreat: in the arms of victory to take care, and 
in purſuing the run-aways, not to give them- 
ſelves up to an unruly impetuoſity; which might 
ſnatch out of their hands a victory leſs allureds 
or at leaſt make them buy it twice. 

Ir is to the moſt exact obſervation of all 
theſe points, that Louis and Maurice are fixed; 
and it is upay fuch admirable principles that 
the dauphin is beginning to form himſelf. This 
prince glowing to ſhare the dangers to which 
the king his father was going to be expoſed, as 
well as the glory with which he was: going to 
cover himſelf, could not be topped, — 
: "* alurments of a marriage lately contra 

er by the 2 of a timid wid 
appre- 


8 9 Hz ory of m Count Saxe. - 


apprehenſive of a life ſo precious; or by the 
prayers of a nation which founds on him its 
whole hopes; or, in fine, by the fatigue of a 
journey. Nothing aſtoniſhes him, nothing gives 
him terror : perſuaded that if a great. prince 
agaught not to love war, he ought at leaſt to 
know how to defend himſelf upon occaſion ; 
he is deſirous to learn a trade to which men 
have attached the molt flattering glory. What 
reater maſter can he chuſe than Louis ? How 
ar is it in the ſon to be inſpired with ſuch 
ſentiments ! But how noble and grand in the 
father to indulge him; and not to ſpare his only 
ſon when the good of his people and the glory 
of the nation are at ſtake! How Ware 
is it to ſee the one and the other flying to the 
defence of the country; and to view them both 
crowned with the ſame laurels. . 
To obtain victory over excellent troops, 
commanded by able generals, is no eaſy matter: 
and although the valour of the French be not 
inferior to theirs, it is not impoſſible but that 
this valour may.be unfortunate. This was the 
firſt reflection, which engaged the king and M. 
Saxe to neglect nothing, but to put all in practice 
which might contribute to the ſucceſs of this 
great day; for which they were preparing, and 
on which depended the intire ſafety of France. 
Ir heaven bleſs our arms, ſaid they, if the 
enemy are worſted at Fontenoy, as there is 
ground to believe they ſhall ; this defeat, how- 
ever inconſiderable it may be, will make it im- 
poſſible for them to interrupt the ſiege of Tour- 
nay. Our ground is advantageous, let us ren- 
der it ſtill more ſo by fortifying the poſts which 
may impede their approaches: theſe poſts, 
however well 2 may be forced by ſu- 


perior 
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perior power; but it muſt coſt the enemy a 


part of their beſt troops: we will, after this, 
have bridges well fortified, woods and marſhes 
which ſhall ſecure and facilitate our retreat: 
there will be betwixt the enemy and us a river 
to paſs; they will not expoſe themſelves to 
force thoſe bridges, and this paſſage, in preſence 
of an army equal to theirs : if they attempt it, 
they will infallibly loſe another conſiderable 
part of their troops : a new weakening of their 
army. | | .- © pg 
| Ls us ſuppoſe theſe paſſages every where 
forced, which is not however very preſumable; 
and that hard neceſſity obliges us to raiſe the 
| kege of Tournay; we will diſpute every foot 
of ground with them ; our principal care ſhall 
be to preſerve our troops. Liſle offers us a ſure 
retreat: the enemy's army inſenſibly diminiſh, 
and they cannot ſo ſoon re-eſtabliſh another: 
we can, therefore, in that neceſſity, if we are 
reduced to it, content ourſelves in becoming 
unattackable, or elſe attack them afterwards: 
with the ſame advantages: if they ſhould throw 
themſelves into French Hainault, we ſhall pur- 
ſue them there, and prevent their undertaking 
any thing of importance : in one word, if we 
obtain the victory, Tournay is ours in a few 
days; we ſhall after that purſue the enemy, 
and attack them, if neceſſary, in their camp; 
we ſhall make ſome new conqueſts, as occa- 
ſions may offer. If, to put things on the worſt 
footing, we do not ſucceed, it is true we gain 
nothing of theirs, but it is likewiſe true that 
we loſe nothing of ours; and in order to re- 
duce us to that point, they will be forced to 
/acrifice almoſt their whole army. ah 


Nor ING 
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NoTHiNG more folid than this reaſoning, 
and nothing conſequently better concerted than 


the meafures taken by the king and M. Saxe 


upon thoſe principles. Their army conſiſted 
of about 70,000 men; but there was a neceſſity 
of dividing it into two: the ſiege of Tournay 
was not diſcontinued; on the contrary, the 
beſiegers were on the eighth gotten upon the 
glacis of the horn-work, where they erected 


platforms with ſmall pieces to clear the covered- 


way. The beſieged had ſprung two mines 
without much ſucceſs, ſince there were only 
two men killed and but a few wounded. The 
beſiegers were not ſo lucky on the night be- 
twixt the eighth and ninth; two of their barrels 
of powder having by accident blown up in the 
trenches, they loſt a great many people. 


Tur covered-way of the horn-work was 
carried fword in hand on the ninth in the morn- 
ing. The royal battery began to play the fame 

day. The beſieged had the day before loaded 


a mine under a baſtion of the citadel, which 
taking fire, blew up the baſtion and another 


half baſtion; by which accident they loſt more 
than four hundred ſoldiers and fixty officers. 


On the ſame day, the ninth, mews was brought 
that the enemy were in motion in their camp; 
and that the duke of Cumberland commanded 


the center, count Konigſeg the right wing, and 


prince Waldec the left. 

O that advice, the king made the troops 
who were on the left of the Eſcaut paſs to the 
right of that river; and they who had already 
_ Paſfed it advanced in the plain of Anthoin : 


they who were to have entered the trenches 


that day, being ready to go in, received a con- 
trary order: they paſſed the Eſcaut, very joyful 


that 


| j 
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that they only avoided one danger, to go and 
face a greater, under the eyes of their prince. 

The king, with the dauphin went at the ſame 
time to view the field of battle; and he exa- 
mined the ground which his troops took up, 
from the lower Eſcaut where their left was, as 
far as Anthoin, -to which their right extended. 
His quarters were removed to Calonne : but he 
left before Tournay the marquiſſes of Breze 
and Armentieres, duke Fitz-James, and M. de 

Contade ; with 27 battalions and 17 ſquadrons 
to continue the ſiege, and oppoſe the ſaflies 
in caſe any Were made e che abſence of | 
the army. 

Cour Lowendahl was r to deren 
with ſeven battalions and thirteen ſquadrons; 
the part which extends from Rumignies, and 

the bridges placed a little below the caſtle Con- 
ſtantin as far as mount Trini ;' upon which 


was encam the regiment Beauſobre vo- 


luntiers, ſupported ivy a detachment of 406 
. poſted in the caftle of Rougefort. 
M. Saxt afterwards difperſed Linden's re- 
gziment of huffars in platoens upon the back 
parts, to face the town from the higher Efcaut 
to the wood of Breuſe; and he had beſides di- 
{tributed parties who ſcoured the country be- 
_ the road of Ath and the lower Eſcaut; 
while M. Berenger defended, with two brigades 
of infantry, the "ground betwixt mount Trinity 
and the road from Tournay- to Leuze, over- 
againſt the caſtle of Bourg-en-Bray. The 
greater part of the other troops were poſted from 


the road to Leuze as far as Anthoin ; becauſe 


the enemy ſeemed to direct their 1 force 
on that ſide. 


THE 
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Tk ſame ninth of May, about nine at 
night, almoſt the whole army arrived in order 
of battle, took up the ground traced out for it, 
and lay on their arms. The firſt line of the 
center was compoſed only of infantry; its leſt 
extended to the firſt houſes of the village of 
Rame- Croix, and its right to Fontenoy. Behind 
this firſt line of infantry there were two of ca- 
valry, extending in a ſtreight line; compoſed of 
four regiments of dragoons, and continued to 
the borough of Anthoin by Crillon's brigade. 
SUCH was the general diſpoſition M. Saxe 
had made to range his army, till he knew more 
certainly where the enemy were to make their 
principal attack. When the king came to viſit 
all' theſe poſts with the dauphin, they were 
received by the army with loud acclamations, 
They 4 not contain their joy on ſeeing at 
their head a monarch, under whoſe orders they 
had made, in the courſe of the preceding cam- 
paign, ſuch glorious conqueſts. They vied 
with each other in every part of the camp, 
who ſhould give the moſt lively marks of at- 
tachment, and the greateſt zeal. After his 
majeſty had made the review of his army in 
the field of battle, he repaſſed the Eſcaut at 
nine in the evening, and went to lie at Calonne 
with the dauphin. M. Saxe, ſick as he was, 
paſſed the night on the field of battle in his 
coach. . . ET 
NexrT day the king roſe at three o'clock in 
the morning, but being informed that the enem 
made no motion, he did not mount his horf: 
till about noon, to go and examine their pofi- 
tion. They were encamped about half a league 
from the French upon the heights, on the other 
ſide of the little valley. A rivulet ſeparated 


Fi 
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the two armies: they had filled the woods, 
| buſhes, and hedges with huſſars and infantry. 
The French were maſters of all the ground on 
their ſide, excepting ſome little woods. The 
Graſſins advanced in the meadow to their uſual 
. exerciſe of ſhooting at the enemy; and this little 
war laſted the whole day without much Joſs on 
either ſide. | | 1 5 
Tu king having gone, as he did the day 
before, to the moſt advanced guards, was wit- 
neſs of a {kirmiſh betwixt his light troops and 
thoſe of the enemy: after which he continued 
going round all the poſts of the camp; and as 
he was returning to his quarters, he ſaw for- 
ragers paſſing who had come back upon a ſignal 
from the right. About four or five in the even- 
ing M. Saxe had notice that the enemy were in 
motion: their infantry, who came down into 
the woods, made marches and counter-marches, 
and all the diſpoſitions of an army which wants 
to engage in battle. The duke of Cumberland's 
deſign was no longer doubtful. Several bodies 
of cavalry and infantry opened to their left, 
compoſed of Dutch troops: they came and 
poſted themſelves oppoſite to Fontenoy, at the 
diſtance of two cannon-ſhot, where they paſſed 
the night. At the ſame time ſome houſes were- 
obſerved to be on fire before the village of 
Fontenoy ; which M. Saxe had ordered to be 
burnt, ſo ſoon as the enemy ſhould advance to 
attack that village. This ſignal, of which the 
king being appriſed, determined his majeſty to 
order his houſhold troops, encamped at the head 
of the bridges over-againſt Vaux, to paſs the 
river, and to put his whole army under arms; 
which was executed with a ſingular activity and 
diligence, This monarch went directly " 
| the 
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the dauphin to the head of the camp, where M. 
Saxe came to range the forces in battle-array, 
in the following order. | 
TE brigade of Crillon, of which he threw 
two battalions into Anthoin, had its right wing 
extended to this place, and its left to the three 
regiments of dragoons ; the camp-maſter's, the 
royal, and that of Beaufremont. Anthoin was 


| likewiſe defended by the brigade of Piedmont, 


under the command of count Mark. The re- 
maining ground of the line as far as Fontenoy, 
Was taken up by the brigade of Betten's Swiſs. 
M. Saxe cauſed three redoubts to be raiſed in 
a hurry, during the night, to cover this wing. 
'The brigade of Dauphiny remained in Fonte- 
noy, where M. de Vauguyon commanded, 
The king's brigade poſted behind that village, 


joined by an obtuſe angle that of Betten's ; and 


cloſed the right of the firſt line of the center : 
that line was continued by the brigades of 


Aubeterre, the French and Swiſs guards, and 
the Iriſh : this laſt was placed over-againſt the 


point of the wood of Barry; and extended along 
a: barricade of felled trees, which had been 
made from one redoubt to the other : theſe two 
redoubts were guarded, each by a battalion of 
Eu, and protected by a battery of cannon. 

TRE regiment of Vaiſſeaux occupied a part 
of the plain which extended from the laſt re- 
doubt to the frit houſes of Rame-Croix : the 


left took poſſeſſion of a hollow betwixt the wood 


of Barry and Bon-Secours. The regiment of | 
Angoumois was charged to guard the caſtle of 
Bourg-en-Bray, and the road of Leuze, to the 


opening of the wood of Bon-Secours, where it 


remained during the whole battle. The regi- 
ment of Treſnel was alſo employed to guard 
„ the 
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the ſame cauſeway in, a farm-houſe below the 
regiment of Angoumois. The brigades of 

Normandy and of Royal poſſeſſed the village, 
the caſtle, and the intrenchments of Rumignies:; 
that of the Crawn formed a ſecond line behind 

the Iriſh. 

Tus diſpoſition v was however changed next 
morning before the battle : M. Saxe cauſed the 
brigade "of the Crown to be poſted behind the 
hrit line, which ſerved as a ſecond line to the 


1 king's brigade; that of the Royal, which ſerved 


as a ſecond line to the brigade of guards; and 


that of Normandy and Vaiſſeaux which ſerved 


as ſecond lines to the brigade of Iriſh. The 
reſt of the troops, which were under the orders 
of count Lowendahl, replaced at Rumignies 
the brigades of Royal and Normandy. 
Tux regiment. of Royal Corſica, which was 
at firſt towards Rumignies i in the caſtle of El- 

mont, followed. alſo that of Normandy: it was 
poſted upon the front of the wood of Barry, to 
cover an opening contiguous to the redoubt of 
the left. There was likewiſe a battery on the 
front of Aubeterre, two on the ſides of the 
village of Fontenoy, another before the borough 
of Anthoin, at the opening of the road of Conde, 
and a fifth out of the line, on the cauſeway of 
Leuze; without reckoning thoſe which were 
in the front of Betten's, Crillon s, and at the 
mill of Calonne. There were likewiſe placed 
at hazard ſome twelve-pounders on the heights 


near to that mill. 


S1xTY ſquadrons of cavalry were in the chird 
and fourth lines. The firſt line, compoſed of the 
regiments Colonel-general, Brancas, Clermont, 
Fitz-James, Cravates, and Fiennes, had its right 
at fifty paces from the brigade of Betten's, and 
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its left as far as the redoubt built on the right 
of the wood of Barry. M. Saxe joined beſides 
to this line, the brigade of Royal Rouſſillon, 
which took poſt on the left; with a view to 


be at hand to ſupport equally the two battalions 


of the Swiſs guards, and the brigade of Iriſh. 
Tux ſecond line, formed by the regiments 
Royal-Stranger, Chabrillant, Brionne, Pons, 
Berry, and de Noailles, joined its right to the 
brigade of Crillon, and its left to Notre- Dame- 
des-Bois *, The royal regiment of carbineers 
had been poſted as a reſerve betwixt the gibbet 


Leuze and the two chatk mills, upon which 


they had erected two batteries. 
HE king's houſhold was behind the carbi- 

neers betwixtNotre-Dame-des-Bois and them : 

four ſquadrons of gendarmes, who had not been 


able to join before that morning, formed the 
left of the houſhold. There was nothing 


changed next day in this diſpoſition, excepti 


that eight ſquadrons of the firſt line of cavalry 


were detached to join the infantry, in order to 
extend the ſecond line fo as that it might be on 


a level with the brigade of guards. 
THrxRe were likewiſe more than one hundred 


pieces of cannon diftributed either in the villages 
and redoubts, or betwixt the two lines, to be 


tranſported where neceſſary in the heat of the 


battle. M. Saxe had, beſides, cauſed openings 


and roads to be made in the wood of Bon- 
Secours, which was in the rear; in order to 


facilitate a ſure retreat in caſe of need, and 
fortify the bridges with good and ſtrong in- 
trenchments furniſhed with a numerous ar- 


tillery. | CS 
* Our Lady of the woods, a church. . 


AFTER 


2 — 2. n 2 


1 3 „ 


Hiſtory of Maurice, Count Saxe. 97 


| AFTER the king had been aſſured that his 


orders were every where executed; and had 
learned that the enemy could not come to an 


engagement, becauſe their artillery was not as 


yet ready, his majeſty returned to Calonne. 


The troops remained on the field of battle, and 


all the general officers at their reſpective diviſions. 
M. Saxe paſſed again the night in his coach at 
the head of the camp. This night appeared to 
him longer than the longeſt in the northern 


parts. But at length the day arrived which 


was to diſcloſe ſo many prodigies of valour: 
The ſun began to ſpread his golden beams: 


but the king was before-hand with this great | 
luminary, and mounted his horſe at five in the 


morning; paſſed the river, and ſtopt on a riſing 
ground on this fide Notre-Dame-des-Bois, to 
obſerve if the 8 had made any motions 
during the night. He was accompanied by 


his auguft ſon, and with a croud of warriors ; 


whoſe martial looks were as proper to give 
terror to the enemy, as courage to their own 
troapas* 20h "v3 160 2s t 
Scarce was the king arrived on the field of 
battle, when M. Saxe, who had already made 
the tour of all his poſts, came and told him 
that the enemy were on their march in three 
columns: the firſt advanced on the road of 
Mons, along the wood of Vezon, the ſecond 


by che middle of that village, and the third in 


the plain betwixt Fontenoy and Anthoin. He 
made the whole army take arms; and after 


planting artillery in all the places from whence 
the enemy could be diſcovered, he cauſed a 


battery to be pointed againſt the Dutch cavalry: 
all the regiments likewiſe which were poſted 
from Anthoin as far as the redoubt on the right 
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of the wood of Barry, had orders to fre upon 
ſuch of the allied troops as ſhould appear. 
It was on the 11th of May. 1745, that this 
battle was fought. A thick miſt, which had 
riſen at the break of day, had at firſt concealed 
the march of the enemy; but having been diſ- 
ſipated about fix in the morning, it was plainly 
erceived that they were ranged in two lines, 
The duke of Grammont, who was at the head 
of the regiment of guards, had his leg and thigh 
carried off by a cannon-ball on one of their firſt 
_ diſcharges ; and died two hours after, as much 
regretted. by his regiment as a good facher could 
be by his children, When the king was in- 
formed of it, his majeſty was much affected 
with the loſs of 'a general, who had ſo often 
merited the univerſal eſteem of all the officers. 
M. SAxE flies from rank to rank, and at laſt 
places himſelf at the redoubt on the right of the 
wood of Barry, there to wait the commence- 
ment of the action: the ſlowneſs of the enemy, 
who kept cannonading, irritates his patience ; 
and he would have already prevented them, 
had he not been afraid of loſing, by too much 
precipitation, the advantage of his ground. He 
cauſed M. Dubrocard to reconnoitre the ene- 
my's batteries; and while this commander in 
chief of the artillery was ereCting one in the 
front of the regiment of Courten, he was killed 
by a cannon-ſhot. r 
ITE leaſt motions of the enemy fix the at- 
tention of M. Saxe: it was by them that he diſ- 
covered their projects; and he advances to the 
head of the dragoons, the better to examine 
them. He obſerves that a column of Dutch 
infantry ſtretches out in a road directing to 
Fontenoy. This column is protected by a b 
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body of cavalry, which marches in the ly 
- which opens in it at the preciſe moment when 
the infantry halt over-againſt Fontenoy, juſt 
by the burnt houſes. A ſecond column of Dutch 
infantry follows the road from Conde to An- 
thoin, under ſhelter of a curtain running along 
the rivulet of Vezon. As ſoon as it appeared 
to view, the battery of Betten's, and that of 
Anthoin, kept it in reſpect, and made it recoil. 
in diſorder. | | OE 
ALL that Dutch infantry having joined the 
Engliſh and other allies, the attack began about 
nine in the morning, and all their forces were 
bent againſt Fontenoy. M. Saxe, who had 
well foreſeen it, had taken care to cauſe a bat- 
tery to be placed in the entry of this village, 
S whoſe cannon loaded with cartridge-ſhot did 
wonders, The brigade of Dauphiny, under 
the orders of M. de la Vauguyon, was perfectly 


well intrenched there: that poſt was beſides 


ſupported by the brigades of the King, the 
Royal, and the Crown, who did prodigies of 
valour, during two ſucceſſive attacks which they 
ſuſtained, | 0 
Ix was then that the Dutch infantry, having 
ſeparated from the center to form ſome enter- 
prize againſt the right of the French; their 
cavalry at the ſame time made a- motion to 
charge the French horſe, who were poſted be- 
tween the brigades of Bettens and Crillon. 
The chevalier d'Apcher receives orders that 
moment to go and meet the Dutch cavalry ; 
while the artillery of the mill of Calonne, and 
that of the redoubt on the right, made a con- 
tinual fire, which had the deſired ſucceſs. 
THE efforts which the allies made, during 
that time, againſt the firſt redoubt of the wn 
| „ of 
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of Barry, were not more ſucceſsful. The firſt 
battalion of the regiment of Eu, who com- 
manded it, executed the orders they received, 
with that intrepidity which has always diſtin- 
guiſhed them. For although the enemy had 
made themſelves maſters of part of the wood 


of Barry, which covered the redoubt on the 


left, they could not maintain themſelves in it: 
becauſe Saxe, who had ſuſpected their o 
ſign, had cauſed that part to be ſtrengthened 


by ſome of the brigades which formed the 


ſecond line of infantry of the center; his prin- 
cipal aim being to oppoſe all his forces to 


thoſe of the enemy, who directed them againſt 
Fontenoy, and the point of the wood of Barry, 
Mean time, the Engliſh and Hanoverians at- 


tempt to penetrate into the ſpace betwixt that 
wood and the village. The duke of Cumberland, 


who commanded them, behaves with all ima- 


ginable bravery : he perſonally gives them ex- 


_ ample, and finds himſelf a thouſand times in 


danger of his life. His horſe is killed under 


Him, and ſeveral officers fall by his ſide. No- 


thing daunts him: twice he returns to the 


charge, with an equal intrepidity, and twice he 


is repulſed. This prince, ſeeing his project 


diſappointed, as well againſt Fontenoy as againſt 
the redoubt, is not however diſcouraged. He 


orders the column on his right to draw near the 
center; and ranges his infantry in two thick 
lines, ſupported by a third as a reſerve. His 
cavalry march upon a fourth column, and draw 
towards the right betwixt the road of Mons 
and the wood of Barry; but the fire of our. 
cannon force them to retire, and cover them- 
ſelves with the wood, It was in this motion that 
general Campbell had his thigh ſhattered with a 
eannon- ball at the duke's hide. In 


% 
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| In face of the Engliſh and. Hanoverian in- 
fantry, was the firſt line of the French army's 


center. It heard the Engliſh drums approach- 


ing, and was expoſed for more than three hours 
to a conſtant and murdering fire, without ſeeing 
the enemy, who were under covert of a curtain. 
However being obliged to aſcend the height 

which commands the valley, the French per- 
ceived the tops of their colours; and in a little 
time diſcovered the troops themſelves, who 


| opened on the right, becauſe of a hollow that 


ran from the village to the middle of the ground 


poſſeſſed by the center. As they arrived, they 


ſpread themſelves on the left, to fill the ſpace 
which was before this hollow; but without 
approaching too near Fontenoy, of which the 
continual fire frightened them. After this mo- 
tion they made another, by advancing to leave 
ground to their ſecond line ; which they formed 


| in the ſame manner as the firſt, compoſed of 


the Engliſh guards, and a part of the grenadiers 
of the whole army. 
 Tuaxss ſeveral movements make them loſe 
a great deal of time; nevertheleſs they perform 
them with as much agility, order, and coolneſs, 
as if they were performing a ſimple exerciſe. 
At length they advanced with a ſlow, but equal 
pace: clouds of ſmoak, flames, lightening, 
thunder, death, all notify their attack. Altho' 
our great and ſmall guns were ſerved as briſk] 
as can well be imagined, yet nothing diſordefs 
their march, nothing ſtops them. The line 
_ oppoſite to them views their motions, and makes 
none, till they are within thirty paces. Then, 
after receiving the firſt diſcharge of the two firſt 
ranks, it pours in its own; and that done, 
ruſhes on with ſcrued bayonets to break the 
: - 2 "= 
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4 firſt line of the enemy, which falls back in 

1 diſorder upon the ſecond, and this laſt, in its l 
turn, makes a full volley. M. Saxe, who was 

5 every where to give his orders, and to obſerve : 
3 the motions of the Engliſh, was expoſed him- 1 
4 ſelf to this whole fire. : N f 
i - Mean time the allies greatly ſuperior in 1 
"iy numbers; the weight of their column, their — 
179 terrible and inceſſant fire, ſhake the brigade of 
* guards, no more ſupported by the ſecond line | 
'M of infantry, which the occaſions of the right 
"i and left wing, had called for elſewhere. The | 
. Engliſh charge twice this brigade like lions, and | 
138 piercing it at the ſecond attack, it is forced to ; 
_ recoil upon the Iriſh regiments of Clare and | 
i if Rott. The cavalry, who ſees the diſorder, 


advances directly to repair it. As ſoon as the 
general officers, who commanded theſe lines of 
cavalry, perceived that the enemy's column 
advanced at a great rate to attack the village 
of Fontenoy behind; they made ſeveral diſ- 
charges, which, though unfruitful, contributed 
however to the gaining of the battle, by ſtop- 
ping the progreſs of this phalanx. The count. 
de Noailles behaved with diſtinction. That 
general commanded a brigade, and loſt a whole 
ſquadron. But the prodigious and conſtant fire 
from the ſaid column, forced him, in order to 
fave what remained, to retire in the beſt order 
he could, This retreat-gave the enemy an op-. 
portunity of gaining ground. M. Saxe, who. 
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perceived it, endeavoured to ſtop its progreſs. | 
The ſquadrons thrown into diſorder rally again,, 
and return to the charge. In the mean time this. 
_ phalanx, notwithſtanding its ſuperiority in num-. 
ber, and all its advantage, ſuffered greatly too. 
The Hanks of its two lines are expoſed to the 


fire 
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fire of the cannon and ſmall arms, which came 
at the ſame time from the redoubts of Fonte- 
noy, and the bodies which ſupported them. — _ 
TE duke of Cumberland, who perceives 
it, uſes his utmoſt endeavours to make himſelf 
maſter of Fontenoy and of the redoubt, and 
by that means to avoid this double fire; but is 
| repulſed ſucceſſively at both places, with an 
aſtoniſhing bravery. He had no other reſource 
then left, till the body of reſerve, which he 
called to his aſſiſtance, came up, but to bring 
his men cloſer in order to preſent a leſſer front; 
and at the ſame time to withdraw his flanks 
from the fire which galled them: this he, in 
effect, executes by filling up, with two batta- 
ons, the void betwixt the two firſt lines of 
infantry. By this motion he forms a hollow: 
ſquare with three full faces, of which the front 
was of three battalions, and the flanks leſs thick 
of an enormous length. He placed his whole: 
artillery in his front; and this ſquare battalion, 
compoſed of the choiceſt of the Engliſh and 
Hanoverian infantry, formed a body of near 
15,000 men. G65 .. 
M. Saxs, who had an eye every where, and 
who regulated all his motions by thoſe of the 
enemy, ordered ſome brigades both of infantiy 
and cavalry, to wheel to the right under cover 
of the village of Fontenoy; While he ſends 
directions to others to attack them at the ſame 
time upon their left, under the protection of the 
redoubt. This order having been executed with 
too much precipitation by thoſe on the right, 
the enemy turn all their fire againſt them; Which 
vras fo hot and continual, that the body which 
had preſented itſelf. for the attack was thrown. 
into confuſion, This advantage however pro-. 
1 | F 4 | duced 
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duced no other bad effect than to augment the 
ſlaughter, and to prolong the combat. 
TE two laſt battalions of the French guards, 
and the others who had -bcen obliged to give 
way, are ſoon rallied by their officers; and 
chearfully charge again, joined by the Iriſh 
brigade, which my lord Clare had already form- 
ed in the face of the enemy. M. Saxe at the 
fame time orders the king's houſhold, the gen- 
darms, and the carbineers to advance 1 theſe 
bodies charge with that vigour and intrepidity 
which is natural to them, yet are repulſed like 
the reſt, but without being diſheartened. The 
enemy's infantry, ſurrounded on all parts, bears 
the whole brunt, makes a prodigious fire on 
every fide, and ſtands firm as a rock: thrice. 
they are attacked by the lame bodies, and _ 
they ſuſtain their fury. 
was then that the ſucceſs of the action ap- 
peared very uncertain : but this cruel incertainty 
| occaſioned no revolution in the king's firmneſs, | 
nor in the heart of his auguſt ſon. They view 
theſe unſucceſsful attacks. from an eminence. 
near the hermitage of Notre-Dame-des-Bois, 
a place extremely expoſed to the enemy's .can- 
non. In theſe critical moments they are not 
ſenſible of the danger which threatens their 
precious lives : ſeveral balls fall at their feet, 
whiſtle in their ears, and fly above them. The 
king does not quit this dangerous poſt, but to 
go to animate and rally his troops, whom he 
ſaw giving ground. In the mean time victory 
flies from army to army, and ſeems to be in 
ſuſpence for which ſide ſhe will declare. Like 
the tender mother who ſees two dear children 
in danger; ſhe runs to ſave one, and ſtops, 
moved with the cries of the other: ſhe So 
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en, ſhe returns : her heart draws her, her heart 
detains her: ſhe would gladly ſave the one, but 
cannot abandon the other; and whilſt ſhe is 
divided betwixt the different motions of fear and 
love, for two objects, who have an equal claim 
to her affections, the danger increaſes ; and the 
ſtrength or addreſs of her children, not | the love 
of a mother, undetermined in her reſolutions, 
| muſt deliver them. The valour of the Engliſh 
& was now juſt upon the point of giving the re- 
putation of a wiſe meaſure, to one of the moſt 
raſh and imprudent actions which hiſtory fur- 
niſnes an example of: but providence reſerved 
to the king and to M. Saxe, the glory of break - 
ing that formidable phalanx, which after having 
withſtood ſo many vigorous _— judged it- 
{lf invincible. 

ALREADY the order was given to the two 
firſt battalions of the French guards, to one 
battalion of Swiſs guards, and to three batta- 
lions of militia, to go and reinforce the bridge 
of communication which had been built — 
twixt the king's quarters and the camp, to 
ſecure the retreat of this prince and his ſon in 
caſe of need. This precaution was approved 
by all the generals, who abſolutely thought 
things deſperate then: it was even propoſed to 
ſound a retreat; and M. Saxe ſends M. de 
Meuze to the king, to prevail on his majeſty 
to go and wait the event of the battle on the 
other ſide the bridge. In one word, if the 
conſternation was not general in the army, they 
were at leaſt under the moſt dreadful appre- 
henſions. 

WISE counſellors, your fears are - juſt, and 
your precaution much to be.commended | but 
ou little know Louis : : it is no retreat he 

| * medi- 
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meditates, no ſafety takes up his thoughts: 


he reſolves to conquer, or to periſh at the head 


of his troops. He gave, during the whole 
action, his orders with 

thing could diſturb, with a reſolution which 
nothing could ſhake, with a prudence which 


nothing could diſtract. The danger redoubles 


without his tranquillity diminiſhing. He has 
too much confidence in his general to be dif- 
couraged ; and he doubts not but his preſence 
of mind will ſet all right again, and ſoon change 
the face of affairs. 5 


Tux king gives orders that four ieces of 


cannon, which they had in reſerve, ſhould be 
pointed againſt this proud phalanx: theſe cannon 


charged with cartridge ſhot had an admirable 
effect. At the ſame time he rallies different 


bodies, which the Engliſh had broken, to whom 
he joins his houſhold, and the carbineers ; and 


the duke of Richlieu at their head, leads them 


on againſt the enemy, in order to attack this 
unſhaken column in front. The battalions of 
French and Swiſs guards, the Iriſh brigade, and 
that of Normandy, which count Lowendahl 


commanded, reunited, to fall upon the flank 
which faced them; and theſe bodies were 


ſupported by the horſe grenadiers. As ſoon as 
the brigades on the right ſaw thoſe on the left 


in motion, they ruſh, ſupported by ſome Ca- 
valry, upon the flank looking towards Fon- 


TROY - =» as chad 
| 2 is ſcarce poſſible to expreſs the impetu- 
oſity with which theſe ſeveral corps fall upon 
the enemy. They execute their treble attack, 
with ſuch an equality both as to time and cou- 
rage; with ſo unanimous a reſentment for the 


checks they had received; with ſo perfect a 


2 C | concert, 


a calmneſs which no- 
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concert, the cavalry with ſword in hand, and 


the infantry with ſerewed bayonets, that the 
immoveable and formidable column was at laſt 
ſhaken, broken, diſperſed, and forced to. quit, 
to the French, che field of battle, which it fo 
long diſputed with them. It was then that this 


| ſcene of action, and the roads which the enemy 
took, offered nothing to view but heaps of dead 
and wounded, which embarraſſed. the con- 
| querors more than the reſtftance of the con- 
quered. The dying perſons were either fi- 


viſhed by the weight of others in the fame 


| condition ; cruſhed to death by the run-aways, 


or trampled. under foot by the French, eager 
in their purſuit : the dying perſons expire, and 


bose life "wich leſs concern. than Soy: did the 


victory, 

TR Dutch, notwithſtanding what had oſs 
pened to the Engliſh, adyance again on the ſide 
of Anthoin, Ho form themſelves into two lines 
of infantry and cavalry ;\ but were forced to 
retire, after loſing 1400 men, and the greater 
part of their artillery. It was the brigade: of 
Crillon which forced the Hollanders to quit 
the field. 

M. Saxn Gan to let che kinks” knowl this laſt 
defeat of his enemies. His majeſty, who was 
then near the bridge leading to his quarters, 
puts himſelf at the head of what he could rally 
of the groſs of his army, and conducts them 


2 great way into the field of battle. But as it 
was not poſſible to purſue the enemy farther, 


becauſe the Engliſh, to favour their retreat, 
had thrown what infantry they had remaining 
into the hedges of Veſon, and their cavalry on 


this {ide of that village; M. Saxe therefore puts 


A top: to the ardour. of the troops, and contents 
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himſelf with ending M. Gratin withi his regi- 


ment by the wood of Ba who taking the 
1 flank Nele v 2 to retire in Ai. 
order. een ales 
Tu king dels M. Saxe to give: lier 
publick marks of his acknowled : that 


monarch loads him with praiſes, ich teſtifies 


his ſatisfaction by the moſt tender demonſtra- 


tions: he goes from rank to rank, and gives to 


every corps in particular the praiſes due to them, 


How flattering are ſuch praiſes on the part of a 
prince who knows fo well how to W magr 


merit! | SIO 79 ©; re pb 

Ir muſt be confeſſed that nothing is more 
undefinable than the force of prejudice in point 
of honour: it is even le Who 
would believe on ſeeing all our young officers at 
court, that they ever would venture to expoſe 
themſelves to the fatigues of war as they do: 
Brought up at home with the greateſt delicacy; 
accuſtomed to be indulged in all they wiſh or 
or want; flying all exerciſes which might change 


the weaknels of their conſtitution ; care 


avoiding the rigourous ſeaſons, and wholly taken 
up with the pleaſures of gallantry : who. would 
ever believe, I ſay, that theſe ſparks are the. 
fame, who, when honour calls, ſacrifice every 
thing to it? He is no more the young courtier, 
who fond of. dreſs invents new modes to adorn 
His perſon ; he is a young lion who flies to the 
field of Mars, to cover himſelf with blood and 
duſt. He is no more that effeminate rake, who, 


in the middle of the day, ſeeks to recover, upon 


a down bed, the reſt which he loſt in the night 
ſpent in pleaſures; he is a ſoldier, who ſleeps 
on ſtraw, and under a ſumple marquiſe, with as 


much W as in the cloſeſt alcove. He 


1 1 


Hiſtory of Maurice, Count Saxe. 109 
is no more the ſenſualEpicure, who ſtudies to ex- 
cite his appetite by the diverſity of diſhes ; he is 
a man who accuſtoms himſelf to groſs feeding, as 
if he had been brought up in a camp. He is no 
more, in fine, the voluptuous. man, who, ſlave 
to his paſſions, only ſeeks to gratify his deſires; 
he is a warrior who ſacrifices only to glory and 


honour. Such is however a Frenchman. O 


ye Gods ! how ſtrange a metamorphoſis ! Noble 


principle of honour, behold thy effects 


M. SAxe having received information that 1 
part of the allied army was returned ſome days 


atter to Leuze, to diſturb the French troops 
employed in the ſiege of Tournay, that general 
ſent a detachment who . diſperſed the enemy. 


The ſiege was puſhed fo briſkly, that on. the 
22d of the ſame month of May the commander 
hung out the white flag, and retired with his 
whole garriſon into the citadel, where he de- 


fended himſelf till the 19th of June ug | 


when a breach being made twenty toiſes wide, 
on the 20th he ſurrender himſelf to the king, 


_ His majeſty granted the beſieged, by capitu- 


lation, the honours of war, four pieces of can- 
non, and two mortars with the arms of Holland: 

but upon condition that they ſhould not ſerve 
againſt either the king or his allies for eighteen 
months; nor enter into the pay of any foreign 


power, nor peform any military functions, not 
even to ſerve as garriſon troops in places the 


moſt remote from Bavaria, &c. ſo that the 
preſence of the allied army was of uſe only to 
render the taking of the town and citadel of 
Tournay more illuſtrious. 

Ir was during the ſiege of this citadel that 


the king, deſirous of giving M. Saxe new proofs 
of his n ae the following brevet 


to 
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to be made out, by which his majeſty granted 
to this general the honours — entries of vhs 


Louvre. 


4 * 


* Bl 8 days W — 2b 0 Jus 1 17498 | 


the king being in the camp before Tournay, has 
taten into conjideration the great ſervices which 
count Maurice de Saxe, marſhal of France, has 


rendered to him and to the ſlats, in all the com- 


mands with which he has been intruſted; and 
particularly thoſe which he has now tendered, 
ander his majeſly's eyes, during the ſiege of 
 Tournay, and the battle of Fontenoy. His ma- 
fefty, who had repaired to the head of his army, 
of which he had given the command, under his 
orders, to the ſaid M. Saxe, has himſelf dif- 
covered, by the diſpoſitions he had made, all that 
can be expefied from an experienced general. 
The new — he has given of his valour, ac - 
tivity, and foreſight, on that memorable day, in 
which his majeſty obtained a complete victory over 
the allied army, engages bim to make fnownz 


more and more, the efleem and affettion with 
tohich he honours the faid A. Saxe; and the 


fati action he feels for the zeal which he has; 
upon all whe ws bo eſted for his majeſ/ly's 
perfon and the glory of bi cn He thinks be 


can give him no marks 0 ;f which he will be mort 


fenſt ible, than by granting Se and his deſcendants, 


diftinftions fuitable to his birth, to the honour 
he has of being brother to the king of Poland, 


and which may tranſmit to poſterity the memory 


F all the great qualities reunited in him. 75 
which effect his majeſiy has declared, and di- 
clares, wills and under lands, that the faid MH. 
Saxe, and the lady hit ſpouſe, if be marries 


. enjoy, "OM _ entry into the 


ure 


7% 
* 
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Louvre in their coaches; and the lady bis 
to be ſeated on a tabouret * before their na- 
jeſties and the children of France, the which 
| honours and privileges ſball paſs ta the eldeſt e 
the children and male deſcendants of the ſaid A 
Saxe born in lawful marriage : and for a % 
flimony of his will, hit majeſty has commanded 
me to expedite the preſent brevet, which he has 
| fgned with his hand, and ordered to be counter» 


ned by me core follar un flate o hrs 
| — and — 7 7 


Signed Louis, and lower PHBLYPBAUK. 


Ir was much about the ſame time that the 
king thinking he could never enough reward 
M. Saxe, ordered two brevets more to be made 
out; by one of which he gave him during life 
the caſtle of Chambord, with all its depend- 
ances, and by the other augmented his penſions 
by an addition of 40, ooo livres. 

TRE French army repoſed before Tournay 
till the firſt of July following, when it marched 
from thence in five columns. That of the 
center having the king and the dauphin at its 
head. His majeſty's intentions was by different 
motions to conceal his march, in order to fur- 
priſe Ghent. Count Lowendahl, who had been 
let into the ſecret, was Jotnched towards Ou- 
denarde, under pretext of inveſting that place; 
and this general having arrived on the tenth in 
the evening near Ghent, next day at ten at- 
tacked the city, and took it by ſcalade. He 
carried away four hundred priſoners, includi 
ſeventy Engliſh officers; and made himſelf 

maſter of the equi Pages, and N e as well 


N "I 
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of the artillery as proviſions, which were in it 


and two days after obliged the garriſon of the 
caſtle to ſurrender priſoners of war. 


FEAR ſeized the allied army on the news of "Wa 


| Ghent's being taken; and the duke of Cum- 
berland meditated various projects without fix- 


ing on any, M. Saxe detached the marquis de. 


Souvre, on the night betwixt the 17th and 18th, 


with four companies of grenadiers, four Piquets, | 


four hundred dragoons, and a hundred and 


Graſſins, to go and make himſelf maſter of 


Bruges. Upon his approach the inhabitants 
opened the gates of the town, and ſubmitted 
to the king. All the diſpoſitions being made 
for the ſiege of Oudenarde, M. de Lowendahl 
opened the trenches in the night between the 


18th and the 19th; and on the 21ſt, at ſix in 


the evening, the governor hung out the white 
flag. On the 25th the garriſon, conſiſting of 


ies hundred men, marched out of the place ; 


and after filing off before his majeſty, laid down 


their arms, and were made priſoners of war, 


as had been agreed by the capitulation, and 
conducted to Tournay. They found in Ou- 
denarde thirty ſix cannon, and plenty of pro- 
viſions and forrage. 

WariLE the king's army was at Dender- 
monde, M. de Lowendahl marched to Oſtend. 
Notwithſtanding the difficultacceſs to that place, 


this general conducted the fiege of it with fo 


much vigour and judgment, that the garriſon, 
although four thouſand ſtrong, and continually 
ſupplied with neceſſaries by ſea, was obliged to 


capitulate on the 23d of Auguſt, ſix days after 


the trenches were opened. 
THE operation finiſhed at Oſtend, M. de 


n ſent ve hundred foot and fifty dra- 
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goons, to take-poſt-in the neighbourhood- of 
— and on the 28th marched with the 

reſt of his troops: on the 3oth he inveſted that 
town, and on the firſt of September the trenches 
| were opened, The works were carried on ſo 
briſkly, that, on the fifth in the morning, the 
commander cauſed a parly to be beaten 5 but 
the capitulation he demanded having been re- 
fuſed, he and his garriſon ſurrendered priſoners 
of war. | 1 5 3 
* Tax king and the dauphin returned to Paris. 
The queen with all the royal family were come 
to the caſtle of the Tuilleries to wait for the 
king. Their majeſties remained there three 
days, during which time ſeveral ſorts of diver- 
ſions went forward; and on the tenth of the 
ſame month of September they returned to 
Verſailles b a re i t 
M. SAxx intending to make the taking of 
Ath the finiſhing ſtroke of the campaign, ap- 
pointed M. Clermont Gallerande to conduct 
the ſiege of it. The trenches were opened 
before that place in the night between the ſe- 
cond and third of October; and on the eighth 
of the ſame month, the governor demanding 
to capitulate, obtained all the honours of war. 
This laſt conqueſt ſecured plentiful and peace- 
able winter - quarters to the king's troops. The 
duke of Cumberland having diſtributed his 
army, embarked for England; where his pre- 
fence became neceſſary on account of prince 
Edward, who was landed, and at the head of a 
conſiderable body of men. But M. Saxe, who 
meditated an expedition of importance, did not 
quit his quarters, and cauſed his troops to make 
ſo many different motions that the allies could 
never penetrate into his real deſigns. ü 
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H E ra pidity with which count om 


during the laſt campaign, had-procured 
him ſo great reputation, that when he appeared 


at Vorlailles, upon his return from Flanders, 


he was graviouſly received by the King and the 
whole court, from whom he received the praiſes 
due to his merit. His majeſty, as a mark of 
the eſteem he had for his perſon, his , 
and the important ſervices he had rendered, 
conferrèd on him the order of knighthood at 
the firſt promotion on the firſt of January 1746. 
. — had not left the army; and his 
preſence gave the allies great uneaſineſs: how- 
ever, as he had allowed the greater part of the 
general officers to retire, and had only _——_ 
about him thoſe whom he thought . 

for giving a bold ſtroke, they did not pen 
that he intended to go upon any enterprize ; 
and it was the better to deceive them, that,” 
cauſing a report to be ſpread: as if he was gone 
for Verſailles, he gave orders to the troops to 


leave | 


dahl had extended the _ conqueſts, 


me 


— 


could ſtop M. Saxe: 
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leave their quarters, the 28th of the ſame month 
of January 1746, to march to the river Senne, 
and to the canal of Vilvordes above and below 
Bruſſels. Accordingly they cantooned that day 
in the neareſt villages and boroughs to the 
Dender ; from whence they continued their 
march next day, to go and take the poſts 
marked out for them. The orders had been 
ſo well given, and at the ſame time, ſo punc- 
tually executed, that on the 3oth the town of 
Bruſſels was vente on all ſides, without thoſe 


who were in it having the leaſt ſuſpicion. 


NEITHER the rigour of the ſeaſon, the 


difficulty of tranſporting the artillery, a gar- 


riſon of eighteen battalions and nine ſquadrons, 
commanded by ſeventeen general officers, nor 
an army, which in a few days might come to 
the afliſtance of the 2 : 10 ſhort, nothing 

fell upon ways to 
ſecure the ſoldiers from the ſeverity of the 
cold; and the artillery being arrived, the trenches 


were opened, in the night betwixt the ſeventh 


and eighth of February, by count Logni- 
Montmorency, at the head of ten battalions, 


| ten companies of grenadiers, and four hundred 


dragoons, followed by ſixteen hundred pioneers, ' 
All theſe troops entered the trenches at twelve 
at night; but it froze fo hard, that the pioneers 


could not finith the parallel. 


THE trenches. were relieved next d: ay by the 
marquis Beaufremont ; the beſiegers kept a very 
briſk fire the whole night with ehetr ſmall arms: 


the marquis was relieved by count Suze. 


Theſe three officers mounted thus alternately, 
till the night between the 16th and 17th, when 
they were relieved by M. de Herouville ; from 
the * to the 18th by M. de Guerchy ; ö ho 
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the 18th to the 19th by the duke of Chevreuſe; 
and from the 19th to the 20th by M. de Re- 
micourt. 5 3 | 88 
M. SAxx, who had cauſed the place to be bat- 
tered in breach for ſome days, made an attempt 
upon the horn-work by ten grenadiers and a 
ſerjeant; to whom he had given orders to mount 
each breach with his men, and to remain there 
peaceably ſo long as the enemy made no effort 
to chace him away. It was M. de Breze who 
was charged with the conduct of this operation, 
which was put in execution the ſame 20th day 
of February at four in the afternoon. Theſe 
ten grenadiers went to every breach of the de- 
mi-baſtions of the horn-work, followed by 
pioneers who eſtaliſhed themſelves on the creſt 
of the breaches. The beſiegers having per- 
ceived them, advanced to drive them back: 
but inſtead of retiring according to their orders, 
Per jumped into the demi-baſtion, crying, 
Vive le roi, i. e. Let the king live. Four com- 
panies of grenadiers, who were in the ditch, 
mounted directly on the breaches, entered like- 
wiſe into the demi-baſtion, and charged the 
enemy as far as the covered-way of the place. 
They were followed by the pioneers, who had 
already begun to make lodgements, when the 
enemy coming in great numbers, attacked thoſe 
on the right and made them give ground, as 
well as thoſe on the left; who, without con- 
fuſion or any conſiderable loſs, retired by the 
breach into the trenches. Mean time the be- 
ſieged believing that this was the prelude to a 
general aſſault, hung up directly the white flag 
upon the breach, and demanded to capitulate. 
The inſtrument drawn up and ſigned the ſame 
day by M. Saxe, and by count Kaunitz ; the 
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conditions were that the garriſon ſhould becoms 
priſoners of war. 
BRUSSELS is the moſt beautiful ; as well as Beh 
| town of the Netherlands, and capital of Bra- 
bant. Its fituation is charming, part on a riſing 
ground, and part in an agreeable plain, wa- 
tered by the little river of Senne. It is pretended 
that the prince's palace was built by Czfar, 
The public edifices are magnificent, as well as 
the grand ſquare. It is the uſual place of reſi- 
dence of the governors of the Auſtrian Flan- 
ders. The body of the nobles is reſpectable. 
The walls of this city are flanked with 174. 
towers; and the fortifications are good. M. 
Villars bombarded it in 1695. The French 
abandonned it in 1706. The clector of Ba- 
varia inveſted it in 1708; but the duke of 
Marlborough made him raiſe the liege with 
precipitation. 
Taey found in Bruſſels all the field artillery 
of the Dutch; a prodigious number of cannon 
and mortars of all ſizes; ; four months provi- 
ſions for the whole army, and all neceſſary 
ammunitions in proportion. This expedition 
was the beſt contrived, and boldeſt of any 
which was ever undertaken : for could it be 
imagined, that, in ſuch a ſeaſon as it was, 22000 
men ſhould make themſelves maſters of a place, 
which, though badly fortified, was abundantly 
provided with all manner of proviſions, and 
' guarded by 12,000 men, who were intrenched 
and partly ſheltered from the ſeverity of the 
weather? But M. Saxe had fo well and fo 
ſkilfully concerted his meaſures that none of 
them miſcarried, either at the time of the in- 
veſtiture, or in the condud of the ſiege. M. 
de Contades was poſted with five battalions and 
ten 
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ten ſquadrons in the ſuburbs of Laken. M. 
d'Armentieres in that of Flanders with eight 


battalions and as many ſquadrons ; the marquis 


of Beaufremont in that of Anderlecht with four 
battalions and eighteen ſquadrons ;_ M. de Cler- 
mont-Gallerande in that of Namur with twelve 
battalions and twenty five ſquadrons; and laſtly, 
M. de Breze and M. de la Suze in that of 
Scarebeck with twelve battalions and twenty 
five ſquadrons. M. de Logni-Montmorency 


was, poſted at Tervurin with ten ſquadrons, 


four hundred fuſileers at the gates of Sas of the 
three fountains, and thirty dragoons diſmounted 
on the cauſeway of Louvain. Beſides theſe 


troops, the regiments of Graſſin and Beauſorbe 


were near Vilvorde; and M. de Relingue, who 
had under his orders five battalions and fixteen 
ſquadrons, was poſted at Genap, from whence 
he went to occupy Nivelle. The king's re- 
giment came likewiſe before Bruſſels on the 
tenth of February, and was employed at this 
ſiege till the place ſurrendered. The French 
loſt in this expedition 908 men, killed or 
wounded ; and the beſieged durſt not make one 
ſingle ſally : but their fire was ſo briſk and con- 
tinual, that any other troops but French would 
have been diſheartened and abandoned the affair. 

AFTER the evacuation of the city of Bruſſels 


by the allied troops, M. Saxe cauſed gratifi- 


- cations to be diſtributed among his ſoldiers; and 
then put them into quarters, where they ſoon 
recovered themſelves of the fatigues they had 
undergone in the ſiege. . That general after 
this made proper diſpoſitions 3g, ſecurity of 
Bruſſels, from whence he went to Ghent; and 
after viſiting all the poſts of the army, ſet out 
for Paris to concert with the king and the 17 

niſtry, 
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niſtry, the operations of the next campaign. 


He was received by his majeſty with the moſt 
diſtinguiſhed marks of goodneſs and benevo- 


Jence. Paris was not leſs forward than the 


court in giving him the applauſes which he ſo 


juſtly merited. When he appeared at the 
play-houſe, all was interrupted by the audience 
to expreſs the ſatisfaction of — public, and 
render homage to his rare talents. Upon this 


| occaſion there even happened to him what is 


perhaps without example: the firſt time he went 
to the opera, after his expedition againſt Bruſ- 


wi they repreſented a piece, of which the 
_ prologue ory to the actreſs, who played 
0 


the part of Victory, ſo relative to what that 


general had done, that ſhe made no difficulty 


of preſenting him with her crown of laurel. 
This allegory pleafed the ſpectators ſo much that 
the entertainment was interrupted for a con- 
ſiderable time, with reiterated 1 of ap- 
probation. 

THE Poets were not the laſt in giving M. 
Saxe prooſs of their zeal: the conqueſt of 
Bruſſels was a field in which they might amply 


diſplay their talents; and accordingly —_— 


N productions appeared . this 


caſion. 


TRE bias who only ſought: to give M. Se 


new proofs of his eſteem and good- will, thought 
he could not do it more effectually than by 


granting him letters of naturalization; which 
were conceived in terins ſo honourable to the 
memory of M, Saxe, that I thought myſelf 
obliged to inſert them here verhatinns' . 


 LOUTS, by the grace of God, 1 of 
France ard Navarre : t0.all preſent and to come, 
a greeting. 
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greeting. We cannot too much expreſs the ſatiſ. J 
ation which vue feel, on account of the zeal and f 
fingular attachment which our moſt dear and / 
well-beloved conſin M. Saxe has manifeſied for WM ©, 
our perſon and crown, in abandoning the ad- f 
_ wantages and grand eſtabliſhments which he might 4 


haue expected in Poland and Saxony, to come ; 
and ſerve in our armies in France, The ſupe- 7 
riority of his genius, and the extent of his knows- | 
ledge in the art of war; the courage and intre- a 
pidity he has fſhewn in his military ſlations, and 
in the command of our troops ; the capacity and 
experience which he has acquired, have engaged , 
s to decorate him with the dignity of marſhal of | 
France; and to iniruſt him, under our orders, 
during the two laſt campaigns, with the com- 
mand of our armies in Flanders, It is prinu- 
pally to that capacity, and the wiſdom. of his 
caunſels, that we owe the ſignal victory which 
eve obtained laſt year at Fontenoy; the conqueſt 
of the principal towns of the Auſtrian Flanders; 
the entire ſubjection of the province to our obe- 
dience, as alſo a part of Brabant, and laſtly the 
city of Bruſſels. So many great actions, and ſuch 
'a continual ſeries of. glorious ſervices, engage us 
not only to: acknowledge them, but likewiſe to be 
before-hand with the wiſhes of our ſaid couſin 
-marſhal Saxe, to conſecrate his life to our ſer- 
dice, and to end his days in our kingdom ; by 
permitting him to enjoy in it, and freely to diſ- 
poſe in favour of whom he thinks proper, even 
Atrangers and aliens, of all the lands or eftates 
He now has or ſball acquire, and to enjoy all the 
other advantages which our natural ſubjefs 
have, by removing all the obſtacles which might 
ariſe from his birth in a foreign country, an 
the diſpoſitions of our. edifts and ordonnances. 
LY. | W HER E- 
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HE RETFORE being diſpoſed to treat 


| favourably our ſaid coufin marſhal Saxe; by our 


ſpecial grace, fuil power, and royal authority, 
we have permitted and granted, and by theſe 
preſents do permit and grant, to our ſaid couſin. 
marſhal Saxe, to remain in whatever totons or 
places of our kingdom, countries, lands, or lord-. 
ſhips of aur obedience, he ſhall think fit; that be 
nay there enjoy all the rights, faculties and ex- 
er:ptions, which aur natural born ſubjects enjoy, 
ts hold and paſſeſs all goods, moveables and im 
maveables, which he has acquired or fhall acquire, 
and whieh ſhall be given, bequeathed, or left to 
him, in whatever manner. it may be; of them to 
enjoy and diſpoſe by teſtament, ff will, af | 
poſition, deed of gift, as he ſhall think fit, whe- 

ther they be natural French, or flrangers and 
aliens, and living vut of our kingdom; and. that 
after his deceaſe, his widow, children, born ar 


10 be born in lawful marriage, and in default 


of fuch, his other natural and lawful heirs, and 
ethers in favaur of whom he ſhall have made 


diſpoſition, ſhall be capable of ſucceeding ta him 


even ab inteſtat ; and iu lige manner his legatees, 
donees, or others in favour of whom he ſhall 
have diſpoſed of the ſaid goods, Hall be intitled . 
to receive and peſſeſs, even though bis ſaid chil- 
dren, natural and awful heirs,” degatees, or... 
donees, be ſtrangers and aliens, and without their, 


being obliged to take out our letters of natura- 


lization ; neither under pretext or default f the 


faid letters, nor of their reſidence in foreign 


countries, or with whom we may be in war, nor 


for any cauſe whatever, 'may they be diſturbed, 


called 19 an account, or diſquieted in the poſſeſſion. 
and enjoyment of his ſucceſſion ; nor ſubjefted ta 


poundage, repriſals, or confiſcation even in time 
G 5 
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of war, without, by means of ordonnances. and 
regulations of our kingdoms, their being troubled 


or moleſied; nor that. we can pretend any right - 
of eſcheatage, difinheriting, or otherwiſe, in any 
manner. whatever, to the ſaid ſucceſſion, and 


without their beings obliged, upon that account, 
to pay to us, or the kings our ſucceſſors, an) fine 


or indemnity, of which, to whatever ſum it may 
amount, we have made and ds make, fo far as 


z5, or ſhall be needful, gift and exemption by 
theſe preſents ; and to the ect of what is here 


above, we have, our ſaid couſin marſhal Saxe, 


his children, natural and lawful heirs, donees, 
legatories, habilitated and exempted, as we, by 


theſe preſents, babilitate and exempt them, not- 


withſtanding all edicts, declarations, ordonnances, 


decrees, and regulations to the contrary: the 
20 hole on condition that his ſaid children, heirs, 


legatories, or donees, ſtrangers or aliens, and 


living our of our kingdom, cannot diſpoſe of the 
faid fuccrſſuons but by ſale, donation, er other 


acts in their life-time, as it is permitted to 


Rtrangers, according to the laws and cuſtoms of 
our kingdem ; reſerving to ourſelves nevertheleſf, 


in caſe our ſaid couſin marſhat Saxe ſhall bade 
children, born in lawful marriage, to grant 
them, in the ſequel, the ſame kindneſs which we 
grant him ly theſe j reſents, or all other exemp-. 


tion or permiſſion which we ſhall judge proper. 
SO GIVE WIE in command to aur Well-be- 
loved and truſty counſellors, the members holding 


our chamber of accounts at Paris, preſidents, 


treaſures of France, and generals of our finances 

| = and 
Juſtices to whom it ſhall belong, that they ſbal! 
regiſter theſe preſents without the uſual Le net 
3 


o 


in the ſaid place, and to all our 


lities of information, audition, or declaratic 


* 
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ur ſaid couſin marſbal Saxe, uſed in ſuch caſes ; 
ef which we have, from this day, by favour, 
power, and authority as above, exempted, and 
by theſe preſents exempt him, without bringing 
| it as a precedent and that our ſaid confin mar- ; 
ſha! Saxe, his children, ' heirs,  legatories, or 
donces, may enjoy and uſe the contents of the ſaid 
| letters. fully, peaceab:y, and perpetually, without 
trouble or moleſſation, notwithſtanding all edicts, 
| declarations, ordonnances, decrees, regulations, 
and other things to the contrary, from which we 
have by theſe preſents derogated, upon the pre- 
ſent account only. FOR SUCH IS OUR 
| PLEASURE, and that it may be a thing 
| firm and ſtable for ever, we have cauſed our ſeal 
to be affixed to theſe ſaid preſents. „ 
Given at Verſailles in the month of April 1746, 
and of our reign 31. Signed Lovis ; and on the 
fold BYTHE KING : ſigned PHELYPEAUX, 
with bars and flouriſh ; ſealed with the great 
feal, on green wax, with green and red knots of 
Alt, and again is written on the fold; VISA 
Dayueſſeau. | „ 
Regiſtered in the chamber of accounts the 29th 
of April 1746. | DE TOA 
In the chamber of Demains the i 1th of May 1546. 
Entered at Paris the 27th of April 1746 


M. pe LowWENDAHL, who had repaired to 
M. Saxe during the fiege of Bruſſels, was 
named governor of it. The ſecurity of that 
| place could ſcarce have been put into better 

hands: for this general made it his principal 
buſineſs to repair the breaches, and to add new 
fortifications to the old ones. ng: 
DurinG M. Saxe's ſtay at court, he aſſiſted 
«& ſeveral councils ; and all the operations of 
) the 
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the campaign being ſettled, that general ſet 
out for Chambord, from whence he went to 
Ghent the 22d of April, and from that to 
| Bruſſels, where he arrived on the fiſt of May. 
Upon his arrival he viewed and approved a 
all the diſpoſitions which M. de Lowendahl 
dad made. The next day he went with him 
to view the camp, which he intended for the 
army: this camp was marked out upon the third, 
and all the troops which had orders to aſſemble 
under Bruſlels, arrived in it the ſame: day, in 
flve columns. The firſt, under the command 
of M. de Wer n , came from 
Maubeuge; the ſecond, conducted by meffieurs 


Graville and Armentieres, came from Conde 


and the adjacent parts; the third, under the 
orders of M. de Breze, came from Tournay; 
the fourth, from Oudenarde, conducted by M. 
de Contades ; and the fifth, by M. Heronville, 
came from Ghent and Dendern«ande. 
ScagRck was the camp formed when the 
king arrived at Bruſſels. His majeſty, accom- 
panied by M. Saxe, and followed by his whole 
court, made his public entry there on < he fourth 
of the ſame month of May 1746. He ws 
received and complimented without the gate of 
Flanders, by the magiftracy in a body ; ; and 
M. de Lowendahl governor of that city, and 
acting at the ſame time as governor of Brabant, 
preſented him with the keys thereof. The 
king, - preceded by that general, was afterward 
os to the hotel of Egmont, under a 
treble diſcharge of the ee artillery, and in 
the midft of the repeated acclamations of Let 
rhe hing live. The next day his majeſty went 
to viſit the fortifications, and a part of the camp: 
M. de Lowendahl was detached on the . 
| AR ge) I 
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with twenty four companies of grenadiers, and. 


| fifteen piquets towards Louvain, to diſlodge the 


Auftrians ; who, on his approach, retired with 


ſuch precipitation, that they left in that city a 


part of their baggage. That general went af- 


| terwards to view the poſition of the enemy, and 


the camp of Park which the French troops were 
to occupy : after which he returned to Bruſſels, 
where he made a report to M, Saxe of the 
ſituation of the allied army; and then went to 
inform the king, who took horſe the ſame 
day to go and make the general review of his 
army, a | F 


On the 11th his majeſty putting himſelf at 


the head of his troops made them march in fix 


columns. The allies being informed of the 
approach of the French, evacuated Malines (or 
Mechlin) of which prince Soubize took poſ- 
ſeſſion at the head of three brigades of infantry 


| Piedmont, Auvergne, and the king's : ſeveral 


other poſts were carried at the ſame time; and 
the king being informed on the 19th that the 
allies had abandoned the city of Antwerp, after 
leaving a garrifon of fixteen hundred men in 
the citadel, his majeſty ordered M. de Breze, 
with a large detachment, to take poſt in that 
city, and reconnoitre the citadel, which was 
inveſted on the 21ſt. Count Clermont was 
charged with the conduct of the ſiege; and this 
prince, with M. Saxe and count d' Argenſon, 
went thither to point out the part of that citadel 
which was to be attacked. The trenches were 
opened in the night between the 2 5th and 26th, 

and the place ſurrendered on the 31ſt of the 

ſame month of May. The garriſon obtained 
all the honours of war in conſideration of ſome 
forts which they delivered up at the ſame time. 
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ThE king made his entry into the cit 
nw on the fourth of the month of fn 
following, and aſſiſted at the Tz Deum ſung 
the cathedral church: the next day his 1 
accompanied by the princes of the blood, M. 
Saxe, and all the general officers, went to viſit 
the works of the citadel, which he gave orders 
to repair; and then ſet out for Ver ſailles, where 
he arrived on the 14th. 

In a council of war held at Antwerp, in 
preſence of the king, it had been reſolved that 
the operations ſhould be continued by the ſiege 
of Mons. In conſequence of this reſolution, 
M. Saxe, after forcing the allies to leave the 
baſon of Antwerp, and to retreat to Breda, 
ordered M. d' Eſtrees to inveſt that place, and 
the prince of Conti took the direction of the 
ſiege. The trenches were opened in the night 
between the 24th and 25th, and commanded 
by meſſieurs de la Fare, and Boufflers, who 
made each of them an attack. 

O the 10th of the month of July 88 
at three in the morning, the dect a. beat a 


parly, and the capitulation being ſigned, the 


garriſon, confiſting of twelve battalions, ſur- 
rendered priſoners of war. As the fort of St. 
Guillain had not been compriſed in the capi- 
tulation of Mons, it was beſieged in form, and 


obliged to ſurrender on the 23d. The garri- 


ſon, conſiſting of 500 men, was conducted to 
Valenciennes, where they remained till they 
were exchanged. 


THz allies, who hitherto. had avoided meet- 
ing with the French, having received the rein- 


forcements they expected: began to put them- 
ſelves in motion. M. Saxe, who narrowly 


watched * employed all imaginable pre- 
| cautions 


os 4 
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cautions to fecure all the king's conqueſts, with- 


out letting that. hinder him from making new 
ones. He went to viſit the adjacent parts of 
Hougarde upon the river Gethe, accompanied 
by M. de Lowendahl, who had come to meet 
him with a body of cavalry and infantry ; and 
after theſe two generals had reviewed all the 
ground along that river as far as Judoigne (or 
Jujoin) they returned to the camps, the former 
to Park near Louvain, and the other to Mildert 
at a little diſtance from Tirlemont. It was in 


this laſt place that M. Saxe and count Cler- 


mont's armies joined the troops of M. de Low- 
endahl: but on advice that the allies had de- 


_ camped from Tongres to advance towards Wa- 
ren, M. Saxe left Tirlemont with all his forces 


to go towards Gemblours, in order to be nearer 


at hand to obſerve the motions of the enemy, 


and at the ſame time ſent all the heavy baggage 


| to Bruſſels. | . 3 
IT x prince of Conti, who had been charged 
with the ſiege of Charleroy, opened the trenches 
before that place on the night between the 28th 


and the 29th of the ſame month of July: but 


the works were puſhed on with ſo much vigour, 


that on the ſecond of Auguſt following the 
governor demanded to capitulate, and the gar- 
riſon was made priſoners of war. The marquis 
de Stainville, colonel of the regiment of Na- 
varre infantry, was ſent by the prince of Conti 
to tranſmit the news to the king; and the 
marquis of Meaupou, ſon to the firſt preſident 


of the parliament of Paris, colonel of the re- 


giment of Bigorre, carried ſome days after the 


colours to his majeſty : both were made bri- 


eadiers of the king's armies. 
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TE French forces made a new motion with 
its left-wing on the 18th of July, ſeized on 
ſeveral important poſts on the Gethe, and ex- 
tended themſelves along the Mehaigne, which 


they had in front. The right was encamped 


at Ottemont, and the general quarters was at 
Grand Rofier. 

M. Saxk detached at the ſame time M. de 
Lowendahl with a body of 20,000 men to- 
wards Walef, which is only two leagues from 
Huy, in order to prevent the allies, and to 
hinder them from taking poſt there. M. Saxe's 
deſign was to cut off the enemy's communcation 

with Maeſtricht, and oblige them by that means 
to repaſs the Maeze. M. de Lowendahl exe- 
cuted his orders with ſo much dexterity and 
quickneſs, that on the 21ſt he made himſelf 


_ maſter of the town of Huy, where he found 


great magazines of proviſions and forrage. 


Tu marſhal having foreſeen that the body 
of 30,000 men, which the enemy had left over- 


againſt his camp to obſerve him, while the 


groſs of his army advanced towards Huy, would 
not fail to diſturb him in his march, and fall 
upon his rear, charged M. de Lowendahl with 
the care of oppoſing the attempts, which they 
might make on this occaſion. That general, 
in compliance with his orders, left his camp at 
the Five-ſtars, and marched in two columns 


beyond Perwis, on the right flank of the grand 


army; where he made Fe. neceſſary diſpoſitions, 


according to the nature of the ground, and the: 


genius of the troops whom he had to deal with. 


As the enemy were at liberty to march by 
the plain in the rear of the army, at the time 
when it ſhould remove from the wood of Gau- 


lay; in * alſo that the troops which they 
might 
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might cauſe to paſs along the rivulet of Perwis, 


threatened the left wing of the French; and 
that the intrenched poſts upon the Mehaigne 
gave them an opportunity of making advan- 
tageous ſallies upon M. Saxe's army; therefore 
M. de Lowendahl to remedy theſe three incon- 
veniences, formed on his right-wing a line of 

cavalry, ſupported by another line of inſantry; 
and his left being obliged to march along the 
edges of the rivulet of Perwis, which were filled 
with enemies, he ſupported the infantry by the 
cavalry in a ſecond line. Theſe two columns 


| marching on a level, their ſkirts were ſecured- 


by twelve companies of grenadiers, and 400 
horſe, who made a front towards the inter- 


_ mediate ſpace. The regiment of Graflin and 


500 volunteers compoſed the rear. The whole 


conſiſted of eighteen battalions and of 3000 


horſe. '' - ; ; 3206 BE 
Tas enemy opened from the village of Aſche, 
and ſoon appeared upon the borders of the wood 


of Gaulay, with their artillery, huſſars, and 


Hungarian infantry : this laſt took to the left, 


and their 'cavalry preſented themſelves not only 


againſt the rear, but likewiſe extended upon 
the flanks of M. de Lowendahl's body; and it 


then could be perceived that they were more 


than 10,000 men. They followed the French 
till ſeven at night, when they came up with 
the grand army: but whatever attempts they 
made under the eyes of prince Charles, who 
commanded them, they could find no oppor- 
tunity either to difturb the good order in which 
our forces had ſet out, or to retard their march, 
All the weight of their attack was ſupported by 
the Graſſins, the volunteers, and ſome piquets 


ol infantry, which had been placed before the 


G5 *' -columns 


130 Hiſtory of Maurice, Count Saxe. 


columns to beat off the huſſars; the fire of 
vrhoſe cannon, diſpoſed in different parts, in- 
commoded them more than their ſmall arms. 
M. de Lowendahl had only 120 men, and ei 

officers killed or wounded; of which n e 
was the lieutenant-colonel, killed. The loſs 
of the enemy was much more conſiderable. 


Too much praiſe cannot be given to the valour 


of the ſeveral piquets upon this occaſion; ſome 
of whom were commanded by count de Noailies 


on his return from Spain, where he had ac- 


companied the marſhal his father, and who ar- 
rived at the army at the time of this march. 
PRovisions becoming very ſcarce in the 
army of the allies, hemmed in upon all ſides, 
prince Charles made it paſs the Maeze on the 
28th of Auguſt, over ſeveral bridges, which he 


had cauſed to be built bel&v Namur, As ſoon © 


as M. Saxe was informed of it, he made a 
motion with his army to approach that city. 
The body of troops under the command of M. 
d'Eftrees had orders to paſs the Maeze on the 
29th, and to join M. de Lowendahl. Next day 
being the 3oth, M. Saxe arrived at Huy, and went 
10 viſit the poſts occupied by meſſieurs d*Eſtrees 


and Lowendahl along the Hioule, and returned 


afterwards to the grand army. The ſame day 
he cauſed a new bridge to be thrown over the 
Maeze near the caſtle of Neuville, below Huy, 
to facilitate the paſſage of the troops, in caſe it 


was neceſſary to ſend a reinforcement to M. 
de Lowendahl. 


Or the ſecond of September a great council 


of war was held in the army, in which it was 
reſolved to beſiege Namur, and to employ ſixty 

one battalions, and forty ſeven ſquadrons on 
that occaſion. Count Clermont, who Had been 


dangerouſly : 
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dangerouſly fick, but intirely recovered, took 
upon him the command of this expedition: It 
was - likewiſe determined that M. Saxe ſhould 
go with the reſt of the army to obſerve that of 
the allies which retired towards Maeſtricht., 

| In conſequence of this deliberation, the town 
of Namur was inveſted on the ſixth of Septem- 
ber; ſo that its avenues being every where ſhut 
up, no ſuccours either of men or proviſions 
could be brought into it. Count Clermont had 
under him eight lieutenant- generals and twenty 
three camp- marſhals. M. de Lowendahl was 
of the number of the former; and that prince 
had expreſly required to have him about him. ES, 

Wurs all the diſpoſitions were made, and 
the artillery arrived, the trenches were opened 
before Namur the night beween the 12th and 
the 13th of September. The troops went ſo 
briſkly to work, and the artillery was ſo well 
| ſerved, that on the 1th at noon, the com- 
mander cauſed the white flag to be hung out, 
and he had time allowed him to retire with 
his garriſon into the caſtles. All the officers, 
who were employed in the fiege, agree that 
the quickneſs of this diſpatch was chiefly TOY 
to M. de Lowendahl. 

FRou the 19th to the 24th when the firft 
cannon-ſhot came from the caſtles, there had 
been no acts of hoſtility on either part. The be- 

ſiegers anſwered this gun by a diſcharge from 
| five batteries placed upon the left banks of the 

Maeze, and upon the fortifications of the town 

on that fide. | The trenches were opened the 
ſame night, between the 24th and 25th, and 
on the zoth the commander ſurrendered with 

his garriſon, The capitulation imported that 
- Ws N 2 thirteen hattalions and 
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two ſquadrons, fhould be made priſoners of 
war, and conducted to Mons. 3 
AFTER the caſtles of Namur were taken, 
count Clermont detached a part of his army 
to go and join that of M. Saxe; and this ge- 
neral being informed that the Auſtrians were 
making motions in their camp, did the ſame 
in his. Prince Charles left Helderen on the 
third of October, to paſs the river Jard with 
his army. Some ſkirmiſhes happened on this 
change of quarters, which were the prelude to 
a battle fought ſome days after. ; 
M. SAxE, having all along had it in view to 
—.— the allies to repaſs the Maeze, was in- 
formed that on the ſeventh of the fame month 
of October, prince Charles had left the camp 
of Helderen to go to another ; extending his 
left-wing to Grace above Liege, . and His right 
beyond Houtin towards. ay, That ge- 
neral had no ſooner been apprized of the mo- 
tion of this prince, than he reſolved to go and 
attack him. On the 10th he made the army 
march without baggage ; and having paſſed the 
Jard, he encamped the ſame day betwixt two 
.cauſeways which lead to Liege, His right 
leaned on the cauſeway paſſing from St. Tron 
to Liege; and the village of Schendermale was 
in the center of the line, of which the [left 
extended beyond the cauſeway running from 
Tongres to — A body of reſerve encamped 
as a third line behind © village of Houte, 
where the head quarters had been eſtabliſhed : 
aad another body of reſerve, commanded by 
M. de Contades, encamped as a fourth line. 
The detached troops under the orders of meſ- 
ſieurs Clermont and d'Eftrees took their poſt at 
ſome diſtance before the ye: the cauſeway 
87 2 leading 
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leading from St. Tron to Liege. The marquis 
of Clermont-Gallerande with the troops under 
his command was placed on the left, as was 
alſo Count Montaigne. i 
M. SAxk employed the whole day in viewing 
the poſition of the enemy, who poſſeſſed the 
heights, having their left-wing atAnce, and in the 
ſuburbs of Valburge ; and their right extending 
beyond the fee-farm of Enick, which they had 
left before them. He regulated his diſpoſitions 
according to their ſituation ; and after giving 
his orders to the general officers appointed to 
command the ſeveral attacks upon the villages 
which the allies poſſeſſed, he took the moſt 
proper precautions to ſecure the ſucceſs of his 
project. On the eleventh at break of day they 
beat the general; and two hours after the 
whole army was in motion, marching in ten 
parallel columns, as far as the village of Lon- 
tain, which had been aſſigned as the point to 
which the march of each column was to be 
directed. When the army was arrived at the 
place, from whence they were to advance tg 
the enemy, the cavalry on the two wings drew 
up in order of battle ; and the infantry charged 
with the attacks remained in a column by bat- 
talions. The enemy having at the ſame time 
made their diſpoſitions, advanced about 509 
paces from the front of their camp, ſtill pre- 
ſerving the ſeveral poſts which they had upon 
the heights. At noon the cannon placed upon 
our right began and continued firing till two; 
when meſſieurs de Clermont and d'Eſtrees 
marched with the brigades of Picardy, Cham- 
Paigne; Monaco, Segur, Ferre, and Bourbon, 
to the ſuburbs of St. Valburge, and to the vil- 
lage of Ance : from whence the — were 
SETS? | a Ilven 
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driven almoſt as ſoon as the attack began, with 
the loſs of a great many officers and ſoldiers; 
not being able to withſtand the ardour and 
courage with which the infantry affailed them. 

M. DE MavpouRs, charged with the ſecond 
attack, which was that of the village of Varoux; 
marched about half an hour after two with the 
brigades of Orleans, Vaiſſeaux, Beauvoiſis, and 
Rovergue; and advancing againſt the hedges 
behind which the enemy had intrenched them- 
ſelves, carried them notwithſtanding the reſi- 
{tance of the allies ; who having defended them 
with great bravery, their loſs was very con- 
ſiderable. M. de Maubourg had his n 
killed under him at this attack. 

M. DE HEROUVILLE, charged with the at- 
tack of the village Rocoux, began it towards 
three o'clock with the brigades of Navarre, 
Auvergne, Royal, and Montmorin. The pro- 
digious fire of the artillery which the enemy "had 
in that village, at firſt diſordered theſe troops 
alittle on their march ; but having rallied they 
attacked that village with the greateſt intrepi- 
dity, and made themſelves maſters of it, after 
killing or taking priſoners almoſt all the troops 
who defended it. M. de Clermont-Gallerande, 
who was between the village of Rocoux and 
that of Liers, joined, during the attack, the 
corps under his AMIE to that of M. de 
Herouville. 

M. Saxe, attentive to all which paſſed, | had 
ordered fix battalions to advance, and drive the 
enemy from the two redoubts which they had 
upon the heights ; ; but having been informed 
that they had abandoned them, theſe fix bat- 
talions were countermanded. During this ac- 
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made a conſtant fire, which threw the Dutch 
cavalry into great diſorder. Their precipitate 

flight threw the reſt of the army into the utmoſt 
confuſion; ſo that abandoning the greater part 
of their artillery, they only thought of making 
a retreat by the back parts of the village of 

Liers. 

. _ IT. was about . o'clock whon the allies, 
driven from all their poſts, M. Saxe gave orders 
to the cavalry to purſue them; but night coming 
on, and two impaſſable hollows having pre- 

<vented their getting up to them, they were 
content to canonade them in their retreat. 
However a great many of their men were cut off 
by the vigilance of M. d' Eſtrees, in cauſing light 
troops to advance towards their bridges. The 
loſs of the allies in this battle amounted to 
12,000 flain, and 3000 made priſoners, with- 
out reckoning thoſe who periſhed in their re- 
treat. They loſt nine pair of colours, a ſtand- 
ard, and 64. pieces of cannon, beſides thoſe 
which they threw into the river. The French 
had only one thouſand men killed, and two 
thouſand wounded, of whom the greater part 
but ſlightly. M. Saxe did all upon this occaſion 
which could be expected from his talents in war, 

and from his zeal for the glory of the king's 
arms. Count Clermont gave new proofs of 
his courage, as well as all the other general 
officers, to whom the conduct of the different 
attacks had been intruſted. This action did 
infinite honour to the French infantry; and it 
is not to be doubted, that if there had. been 
two hours more of day light, the allied army 
had been intirely deſtroyed; but Mae came 
on very luckily for them. 


THIN 
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Tux day after this famous action, it was 
1 that the enemy had repaſſed the 

aeze: M. Saxe, before he ſeparated his 
army, marched to Liege, leaving the chevalier 
de Pelleine on the field of battle with 6o00 
men to ſecure the paſſage of the wounded; 
and afterwards made his troops take their old 
camp at Tongres. From thence they departed 
on the 22d of October to go into the winter 
quarters which were aſſigned them; and they 
were diſtributed in ſuch a manner that they 
could re- aſſemble in a body in twenty four 
hours, M. de Lowendahl being ſent to Namur 
to command there during the winter, count 
Boutteville remained at Bruſſels, and M. de 
Clermont-Gallerande at Antwerr. 
ArrER M. Saxe had made all the diſpoſi- 
tions which he thought proper, for the ſecurity 
of the poſts which he had cauſed to be oc- 
cupied; and properly provided all the maga- 
zines with proviſions and forrage; that general 
went for Bruſſels, where he did not think of 
remaining long : but being informed that prince 
Charles had not as yet put his troops into win- 
ter quarters; and that this prince was {Hill at 
Maeſtricht; he would not leave that place till 
He found all was quiet. The allies at laſt tired 
in keeping the field, and deſpah ing of being 
able to undertake any thing, reſolved to retire; 
upon which M. Saxe left Bruſſels to go to 
Fontainbleau, where he arrived on the IAth 
of November, and was moſt graciouſly re- 
ceived of their majeſties. After making his 
report to the king of the difpoſitions in Flan- 
ders, his majeſty cauſed a brevet to be de- 
livered to him, which he had ordered to be 
made out on the firſt of the ſame mo of 
| Mb 
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November; by which he made him a preſent 
of ſix pieces of cannon, whereof the bores 
were for three pound: ball : an honour which 
had never been granted, excepting to perſons 
of the greateſt merit, and in whom the mo- 
narch placed an intire confidence. Here fol- 
lows a copy of the brevet. 15 | 


THIS day being the firſt of November 1746, 
the king being at Fontainbleau, deſiring to give 
marſhal count Saxe new marks of the e e, 5 
which his inajeſiy has in the grand and fegnal 
ſervices done by him, in the command of bi- 
armies during the courſe of this war, and to 
grant him a diſtinftion which may perpetuate the 
memory of the famous victory obtained. by him 
over his majefly*s enemies at Racoux, the eleventh 
of the month of October laſt, he: has beſtowed, 
and does veſtow on the ſaid mar ſhal count Saxe, fix 
pieces of cannon, carrying three-pounders each 
three of whichcannons with the arms of England, 
and three with thoſe of Heſſe, making a part of the 
artillery which the enemy loft at that battle; and 
he has permitted, and does permit him to preſerve 
and keep the ſaid fix pieces of cannon, in the reyat 
caſile of Chambord, of which his majefly bas 
granted him the enjoyment during life, notwith- 
Standing all ordonnances to the contrary, from 
which his majeſty bas derogated, and does de- 
rogate, on this occaſion, without its being made 
a precedent of. His majeſiy commands and or- 
ders the count d Eu, grand maſter and taptain- _ 
general of the artillery of France, io put the ſaid: 
marſhal. count Saxe in poſſeſſion of the gift con- 
tamed in this preſent brevet, the which his na- 
Jeſiy, in teſtimony of his will and pleaſure, has 
Signed with his hand, and crunter-figned by yo 
RS | | i 
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his counſellor ſecretary of Hate, and of his come. 


mands and finances, 
Signed Lovis, and lower M. P. 1 
211 Voyer D*'ARGENSON. |S, 


As} in the beginning of this hiſtory, 1 I pro- 
gw to relate the moſt intereſting events of 

urope in the order they occurred, I thought 
I could not end this year without performing 
N *. promiſe. 


ScARCE was Charles VII. dead, when the 


ueen of Hungary, as hath been already men- 
tioned, employed all poſſible means to detach 


the young elector of Bavaria from the French 


party, and bring him over to her ſide: in which 
ſhe at length ſucceeded, by a treaty figned 
betwixt her and that prince at Fueſſen the 22d 


of April 1745 : this treaty contained ſeventeen 


articles, of which ſixteen were in favour of the 
court of Vienna. Mean time a diet for the 
election of an emperor aſſembled at Franckfort; 
and the grand duke of Tuſcany was choſen 
emperor, under the name of Francis I. on the 


13th of September the ſame year. It was then, 
the houſe of Auſtria becoming more formida- 
ble, that the elector of Bavaria was again forced 


to convert the treaty of Feuſſen, which was 


no longer conſidered but as a proviſional one, 


into a more ſolemn act; in which it was, 
among other things, Ripulated, that his electoral 


highneſs ſhould join with their Imperial ma- 
jeſties at the diet of Ratiſbon; and that he 


ſhould enter into their views for the welfare 
and tranquillity of the empire; that all the 
contributions not yet paid ſhould be forgiven; 
that the payment of 400,000 German florins, 
which the Oe had e! to the elector, 


after 


* 
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after the concluſion, of the treaty of Fueſſen, 
ſhould be made in ſuch a manner that hi 
electoral highneſs might diſcharge the ſaid debt 
without any diſburfement, conformable to what 
had been regulated on this occaſion. It was 
likewiſe ſtipulated in that convention what re- 
ciprocal ſuccours the two courts were to fur- 
niſh ; and the elector had in conſequence thereof 
furniſhed 5000 men, who were incorporated 
into the armies of the allies ind F. ney 
where they have {till remained. 

PRILIr V. king of Spain died ſuddenly in 
his palace of Buen-Retiro the ninth of July 
1746, aged 62 years, ſix months and 20 days; 


and the prince of Aſturias was proclaimed king, | 


under the name of Ferdinand VI. on the roth 
of Auguſt following with the uſual ceremonies. 


MA DAM the dauphineſs, having been 
brought to bed of a princeſs, the 19th of July 


in the ſame year at Verſailles, died there on 


the 21ſt of the ſame month. The king, who 
had not left his army but to be preſent at the 
8 of that princeſs, was penetrated with 

ch a deep concern for her death, that he ſent 
M. Saxe word he ſhould not return. That 
monarch tenderly loved his daughter-in-law ; 
and though he ſtood very much in need of 
comfort for himſelf, he did not think he could 


leave the dauphin in the condition he was re- 


duced to by the loſs he had ſuſtained. 
Ir was likewiſe in this year 1746, that 


prince Edward, after having formed a party in 


Scotland, had paſſed over into that country 
with e French volunteers. That prince had 
at firſt fome ſucceſſes, but they were ſoon effaced 
by the battle which he loſt at Culloden. He 
afterwards narrowly eſcaped ſeveral times being 

| | taken, 
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140 FHhfory of Maurice, Count Saxe. 
taken, and was obliged to conceal himſelf for 
a conſiderable while: but the chiefs of his p 
having been ſeized, they were all declared guilty 
of high treaſon, and as ſuch ſuffered death. 
THE duke of Cumberland had no ſooner 
diſperſed the adherents of prince Edward, and 
ſecured the interior tranquillity of the kingdom, 
than the king his father put in execution a pro- 
ject which he had formed of a deſcent into 
Brittany; and his majeſty having, purſuant 
thereto, ordered an embarkation of a conſi- 
derable body of troops, charged general Sin- 
clair with the conduct of that expedition. 
Om the 29th of September 1746, a fleet 
appeared off Port-Louis of 56 ſail, whereof 18 
were large men of war: this unexpected viſit 
{truck a great terror in theſe quarters, the coaft 
guards having been diſmiſſed the 15th of the 
ſame month. What augmented the alarm was 
that they could not be re- aſſembled in ſo ſhort. 
a time as the preſent neceſſity required. It is 
certain that if the Engliſh had been informed 
of it, and had landed their troops in the night 
time, nothing could have prevented their en- 
tering l' Orient, a port in Brittany, which ſerves 
as a magazine and ſtore-houſe to the Eaſt-India 
company: but they did not diſembark till the 
firſt of October towards four in the afternoon. 
This interval gave the people time to prepare 
for a vigorous defence. The militia coaſt- 
guards, aſſembled to the number of 2000, were 
ſupported by 300 dragoons of the regiments of 
Hopital and Heudicourt. But as theſe troops 
were not ſufficient to oppoſe the deſcent of the 
Engliſh, they landed without being diſturbed, 
the rather as they had raifed ſeveral batteries on 
the fea ſide, which kept a conſtant and briſk 7 
1 | N 
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O the firſt of October general Sinclaib 
paſſed the night with his troops in the village 
of Guides; where they ſeized on all the horned 
cattle they could find, and ſet fire to ſeveral 
houſes. On the. ſecond they advanced to 
Plemur another village, about half a league 
from l' Orient, where the head- quarters were 
eſtabliſned. During this march, all poſhble 
meaſures were taken at that port, to put the 
place in a poſture of defence, at leaſt far ſome 
time; in hopes of receiving ſuccqurs. The 
nobility mounted on horſeback, the- bürghers 
ran to arms às well as the peaſants, who came 
voluntarily to Orient in ſuch crowds, that 
one half of them were ſent back again. 
IT'ux Engliſh had, it is true, endeavouired 
to advance wick their ſhips under the cannon 
of the place, in order to attack it at the ſame 
time both by ſea and land; but could not 
ſucceed by means of the precautions, which 
they had given time to take. On the third 
the Enelith general ſummoned the town to 
ſurrender, and to pay him two millions by way 
of contribution. This propoſal having been 
rejected, on the fourth he began to fire upon 
the place: on the fifth and ſixth the fire of the 
beſiegers encreaſed to ſuch a degree, that the 
beſieged deſpairing of being able to hold it out 
any longer, reſolved to demand a capitulation. 
In conſequence of this reſolution the major, or 
he who acted as ſuch at that time, ordered a 
parly to be beaten at ſeven in the evening. 
Ihe drum-major, who had received the order, 
was drunk; and inſtead of a parly, he cauſed 
them to beat the general. This miſtake was 
what ſaved l' Orient, for the Engliſh thought 
chat tlie beſieged, informed of ſuccours coming 
a _ 
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th their aſſiſtance, were preparing to ſally out 
upon them; for which reaſon they marched off 
in a hurry towards their ſhips, abandoning a 


part of their artillery even in their camp.” 15 
They re-embarked on the eighth and ninth 


without any obſtacle; ſet ſail the tenth, and 
vent to make another deſcend at Quiberon, in 
which they ſucceeded no better than in the 
former. 


In the mean time oebple were uneaſy in 
France, -and the king ordered different detach- 


ments from his army in Flandens to march into 
Brittany, to ſecure that province from all in- 
ſults: but theſe meaſures became uſeleſs, for 
the Engliſh appeared no more upon thoſe coaſts. 

THe affairs of Italy turned very badly out 
this year for France and its allies : for the Im- 
N army made themſelves maſters of all the 
poſts which the French had formerly taken. 
After the death of Philip V. the new king ef 
Spain judging that he could not give his people 
more favourable omens of the felicity of his 
reign, than by procuring them peace, recalled 
his troops from Italy, and made a conſiderable 
reform in his marine. Italy has always been 
the grave of the French, occaſioned by the 
difference of climates. Diſtempers got among 
the troops of this nation; and they were beaten 
from poſt to poſt along the river of Genoa as 
far as Provence, to which the Imperialiſts pur- 
ſued them, after making tumielves maſters of 
Genoa itſelf, 

Tris republic, to which the treaty of Worms 
had given a terrible ſtroke, with regard to the 
marquiſate of Final, thought there was no other 
way of prevention, but by ſiding With France 
and its allies, whom they had favoured as mueh 
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as they could; and the court of Vienna ſtudied 


how to be revenged. In a council which was 
held in preſence of the king of Sardinia at Sa- 


ravale, it was determined to march directly to 


Genoa, There was a neceſſity of paſſing by the 
Bocchette, a poſt impracticable by means of 
the narrow paſſes filled with troops: this poſt 


fo famous was nevertheleſs forced, while the 


enemy penetrated likewiſe by another place. 
General Nadaſti arrived at the gates of Genoa 
and the conſternation becoming general in the 
town, it was reſolved to ſend deputies to the 
Imperial commander, to demand a compoſi- 
tion, but they obtained none. It was agreed 
between general Botta, the Doge and the ſe- 
nators, that the gates of the city ſhould be de- 
livered to the Imperialiſts the ſame day, the 


ſixth of September 1746, at fix in the evening: 
that the garriſon ſhould be made priſoners of 


war, as alſo that of Gavi: that all the arms, 
ammunition, proviſions, and equipages in the 


town belonging to the French, \Spaniards; and 
Neapolitans, ſhould be delivered up: that the 


Doge, with ſix of the principal ſenators, ſhould 


go to Vienna to make apologies; and implore. 
the clemency of his Imperial majeſty : that the- 
republic ſhould pay directly 50,000 Genoaines,: 
to be diſtributed among the Imperial troops: 
tat for ſecurity of this proviſional convention, 
iour other ſenators ſhould be ſent as hoſtages. 


to Milan. 


Two days after this convention, which was. 
accepted and figned, in the name of the re- 
public, by the Doge and ſenators, on one. part, 
and by the marquis Botta and count Brown, 


on the other; count Choteck demanded of 


the ſenate a contribution of three millions of, 
: | _ Genoaines 
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Genoaines payable, to wit, the one third in 
forty eight hours, another in eight days, and 
the laſt in fifteen, under pain of undergoing 
greater exactions, and of being no longer al. 
lowed: to buy themſelves from death and plun- 
der. The republic fent deputies to Vienna to 
obtain ſome moderation: but pay they muſt, MW . 
and conform themſelves to the will of the Im- 
perialiſts; who were maſters of the city and all b 
the ſtate of Genoa, until the fifth of Decem- x 
n 
b 


ber following, when it was delivered by an 


7 


accident as extraordinary as unforeſeen. 
Tx Imperial army, as has been already F 
ſaid, drove before them both the French and c 
Spaniards' as far as Provence, where they in- : 
tended to beſiege ſome places. That army was 1 
favoured by an Engliſh fleet, which greatly 6 
annoyed the French in their retreat along the 
ſea- ſide. Count Brown, who wanted artillery, J 
gave orders to have ſome ſent to him from 
 Genea. In conſequence of theſe. orders, the 
Auſtrians having repaired to the arſenal the 
fifth of December, wanted to force ſome Ge- i 
noeſe to help them 'to drag the cannon to the 1 
harbour, where they were to be embarked; d 
and they reſuſing were roughly handled to ſuch tl 
a degree, that it occafioned an inſurrection, F 
which ſoon became a general revolt. The pea- 
ſants, informed of what paſſed at Genoa, came A 
crowding to it to the number of three or four 
thouſand, with all ſorts of arms; and fell upon 
all the Auſtrians they met with, of whom a | 
great part were maſſacred, and the reſt obliged $ 
to fiy, Thus was Genoa delivered from the 
infupportable yoke of the Imperialiſte. 
Ix the mean time count Brown was ſtill 
adyancing.towards Provence, from TR the 
| | ing 
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king had recalled M. Maillebois, conferring the 
command of the forces on the duke of Belle-ifle, 


to whom they ſent a confiderable reinforcement. 
This general acted with ſo much art and pru- 
dence, that although he had but a very ſmall. 
body of troops, yet the Imperialiſts were content 
to raiſe ſome trifling contributions, without be- 
ing able to undertake any thing of conſequence ; 
but as ſoon as his reinforcement was arrived M. 


| deBelle-iſle delivered Provence from its ene- 


mies, whom he chaced in his turn. I remem- 
ber two Latin verſes which were preſented to 
that general in his way to Provence, to take the 
command of the French army. They do too 
much honour to the general confidence which 
the public had in his merit and capacity, not to 
be inſerted here: | | 


Focqueti, propera ! clamat Provincia, genſque 
Et tibi laurus erit, ſi ſtet ollva mihi. 


Theſe two verſes were ſo applauded, as be- 
ing ſo ſuitable to the preſent ſituation of Pro- 
vence ; where the enemy, among other diſor- 
ders, burnt the olive trees, the chief riches of 
the country, that they were tranſlated into 
French thus. a x 


Ah, Bell-iſle! il eſt tems dit la Province en 
pleurs, . 7 
Je touche au dernier des malheurs: 
Viens à mon ſecours, vole, arrive: 


di tu veux des lauriers, conſerve moi Polive. 


Vo ; 
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146 Hiſtory of Maurice, Count Saxe. 
Thus Tranſlated. 


Haſte, Belle-ifle, haſte! cries Provence all in 

. : - ES | 
To eaſe my pains and diſſipate my fears; 
To fell my olive tree the foes combine; 
O fave it, and the laurel ſhall be thine. 


4$* 


IT was alſo towards the end of this ſame year 
1746, that the marriage of the dauphin having 
deen concluded with the princeſs royal M 
Joſepha of Saxony, the duke of Richlieu, who 
was not as yet made marſhal of France, was 
ſent to Dreſden, to make the demand of this 
princeis in form. That lord ſet out from Pa- 
ris on his embaſſy the roth of September, and 
arrived on the 24th of the ſame month at that 
capital, where. his equipages were waiting for. 
him. The feveral entertainments which the 
king of Poland made upon account of this auguſt 
ceremony were moſt ſplendid : aid the duke 
of Richlieu, who always excelled in magnifi- 
cence and grandeur, gave likewiſe very elegant 
ones; which infinitely pleaſed madam the future 
dauphineſs, as well as the whole court, fo nu- 
merous at this time, that lodgings could fcarce- 
ly be found in the town. 
Tao' M. Saxe's court was very numerous, 
during the whole time he remained at Paris, yet 
the concluſion of the dauphin's marriage with a 
princeſs of his blood, ftill augmented his favour: 
and the king, defirous at the ſame time to aug- 
ment his credit and authority, made him mar- 
ſhal-general of his camps and armies, in the be- 
ginning of the year 1747, upon which was iſ⸗ 
fued out the following patent. | ny 
oe» LOUIS 
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LOUIS, by the grace of « God, king of 
France and Navarre, to all whom theſe 
preſents may regard, greeting. In the neceſſity 
that wwe are under to ſupport a war, inwhich 
the principal object we ſtill aimed at was to 
procure our allies the ſatisfaction which they 
have a right to hope for from the juſtice 5f | 

their pretenſi ons; and to oppoſe the ambiti- 
ous views of the king. of England, who, un- 
der pretence of a chimerical ballance of pow- 
er, ſeeks only to. monopolize commerce, to the 
prejudice of all trading nations, we have re- 
doubled our efforts to bring, this year, into 
the field, forces capable of keeping our ene- 
mies in aue; and of obliging then at laſt to 
liſten to the voice of juſtice in the concluſion 
of a peace, to which we have been always 
ready to concur; and with à view to draw 
from thoſe forces all the advantages which 
we have ground to hope for from them, and 
to employ them uſefully for the good of the 
| fate, and the glory of our arms; we have 
tbought proper to promote, to the employment 
of marſhal- general of our camps and armies, 
one of the moſt important belonging to the 
military order, and which has been vacant 
for many years, a perſon capable of filling and 
exerciſing it with the fleadineſs, reputation, 
and dignity, which it requires, We have 
conſidered that- we could not make a better 
choice, nor which would be more generally 

» 255 Hi * 
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applauted, than of our moſt dear and wel. 


beloved co. fen, count Saxe, marſhal of France, 
The univerſal eſteem and reputation which 
| be bas merited by bis commendalie perſonal 
qualities, the ſignal ſervices which be has 
rendered us and this ſtate, and the diſtn. 
guthed proofs. be bas continually given Us, 
fince we truſted him with the command of cur 
armtes, in 'the Low Countries, of bis cox- 
rage, Talour, prudence, capacity, and con- 
Jummaze experience, in ail the parts of war; 
being lo us a certain guarantee of all that 
we my expert from him in the new emple- 
mes; fo EO we deſtine him: ſo that hay. 
ing, “ Hers an intire confidence in bis þ- 
delity and affeftion to our ſervice ; Be it 
therc/ore known, that for theſe reaſons, and 


o:bers us thereunto moving, we have our ſaid 


confin, marſhal count Saxe, made, created, 


erdained, and eftablifbed; and by theſe pre. 


fents Aned with our hand, ave make, create, 
01 doin, and eſtabliſb him, Ma RSHAL GE“ 
NERAL of our jaid camps and armies, for 
to diſtricute the quarters, peſts, and loagings 


cf our ſoldiers, as well horſe as foot, French 


and ſtrangers in our ſervice, ang of our ar- 
Tillay, rrotifions, giamunitions, and places 

which be ſtall eſtecis mf fit and commedious 
fer the train 1 CY hy {7005 and armies, 


aud as be foall judge maſt proper for the ad- 


vantage of our JErvice 1 and 2 ſaid charge 


IE have given ang granted, as we ao give, 


and 
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and grant, by theſe preſents, for to bave, 
hold, aud henceforth exerciſe, enjoy, and uſes 
with the honours, authorilies, preregatives, 
preeminen ces, powers, functions, and ri. 25¹6, 
thereta appertaining, even as, and in the 


| ſame form and manner as marſhal Turenne 
enjoyed them, and ſo long as it is our plea- 


ſure. So give we in command by theſe pre- 
ſents, to all chiefs, captains, and conduttors. 
ef our troc ps, horſe and foot, and to all os 
thers our officers and ſubjetts, to whom it 
hal! belong, - that they may our ſaid couſin, 
marſhal count Saxe, acknowledge, obey, and 
Hen lo, even as to our own proper perſon, 


in all things relative to the powers and fun- 


fions of marſhal general of our camps and 
armies, For ſuch is our pleaſure. In tef- 


limeny whereof we have cauſed our ſeal to 
ve affixed to 15 preſents. 


Given at Choiſi 12 Roi, the 12th of January 

1747, and of our reign the 326. 
Signed Lovis: upon a the fold, by the king, 
M. P. DE Vor ER DARC EN SNS. 


M. SAxk received the compliments of the 


whole court upon his new dignity, which ne- 


vertheleſs occaſioned a good deal of Jealouſy and 
envy among certain perions : but they durit not 
thew their reſentment too openly, and only mur- 
mured in ſecret, by diſapproving the preference 
which the king gave to a ſtranger. That ge- 
neral received every body with an equal polite- 
may and, 2 from being proud of his high fa- 

3 vour, 
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your, he became more complaiſant, and affable : 


a quality uſual to people in place, and the cha- 


racteriſtic of great men. 
NorwiITRHSTAN DIN all the ſatisfaction Fa 


diverſions which M. Saxe had at court, and in 


Paris, his thoughts were chiefly employed upon 
the ſituation of the troops which he had left in 
Flanders; and he was preparing to go thither 
when his majeſty intimated, that his preſence at 
Verſailles, when the dauphineſs arrived, would 
be agreeable to him as well as to that princeſs, 
Nothing leſs was neceſſary to make him ſtay: 
but judging that the preſence of M. de Lowen- 
dahl, on whom he depended as much as upon 
himſelf, was abſolutely neceſlary at the army, 
from whence he learned that the enemy were 


making various motions, he oaks that gene- 


ral to repair to it about the middle of January, 
F747. ; 
"4 the bufineſs at that time was to execute 
the king's ordonnance for railing the militia in 
the countries lately conquered, M. de Sechilles, 
intendant of the army, was apprehenſive that it 
would occaſion murmuring, and had communi- 
cated his fears to M. Saxe: the ſtates of Bra- 
bant did all which was poſfible to be exempted 
from it, and accordingly ſent ſeveral deputations; 
but all to no purpoſe. There was a great fer- 
ment among the people when M. de Lowendahl 
arrived: but as ſoon as they knew that he was 
come to Namur, all was huſht; and the militia 


drawn out as peaceably as in the heart of the 


kingdom, 

M. DE LA FARE, and the a of Bran- 
cas, Who had been appointed by the king to go 
and receive the dauphineſs upon the frontiers, 


arrived at * on the 200 of the ſame 


month | 
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month of January, and from thence to 4 penin- 
fula in the Rhine, where the ceremony of the 
delivery of that princeſs, who arrived there about 


four o'clock the ſame day, was to be performed. 


Prince Lubomirſki, whom the king of Poland 
had appointed to conduct his daughter, having 
delivered that princeſs into the hands of M. Fare, 
and the ducheſs of Brancas, they preſented to 
her a letter from his majeſty, and another from 


the dauphin, with the picture of this prince. 


Ar ER the ceremony was over madam the 
dauphineſs entered Straſbourg, and alighted at 
the palace of cardinal de Rohan, from whence 
ſhe ſet out on the 29th for Verſailles. The king 
who had come to Choiſi with his whole court, 


left it on the 7th of February following to go to 


Corbeil ; from which place his majeſty, accom- 
panied by the dauphin, and the principal officers 
of the houſhold, went as far as Cramayel, to 
meet madam the dauphineſs. As foon as this 
princeſs perceived the king's coach, ſhe alighted 


out of her's, and advancing towards his majeſty, 


who had likewiſe come out of his, ſhe threw 
herſelf at his knees. The king raiſed her up 
directly, embraced her, and then preſented the 
dauphin to her. After this interview, which was 
extremely tender, his majeſty returned to Cor- 
beil, where he preſented to the dauphineſs the 


princeſſes who were waiting in the apartment 
prepared for her, in which the king ſupped with 
the dauphin, the dauphineſs, and ſeveral ladies 


of the court. The next day being the 8th, his 
majeſty and the dauphin returned to Choiſi, to 


which place the dauphineſs followed a little af- 
ter, and approaching the queen ſhe threw her- 


ſelf likewiſe at her feet; but her majeſty raiſed 
her up directly, and embraced her with all the 
| EY —- tender- 
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tenderneſs of a real mother. The king and 
queen dined there, and towards evening returned 
with the dauphin to Verſailles, where madam 
the dauphineſs, who remained at Choiſi that 
night, arrived next morning. The king going 
to this princeſs s apartment, conducted her to the 
queen's; and at one o'clock their majeſties went 
to the chapel of the caſtle, where theſe two il- 
luſtrious perſons received the nuptial benedic- 
tion from the abbe Ventadour, now cardinal 
Soubiſe ; who, in quality of coadjutor of Straf- 
bourg performed the function, of grand almo- 
ner of F rance, in place of the late "cardinal de 
Rohan, his uncle, who was at that time in- 
.. 
'Trrs auguſt marriage was ie to thei in- 
habitants of Paris by a treble diſcharge of the 
cannon of the Baſtile, the city and the invalides: 
all the ſhops were ſhut up; and ſix carrs march- 
ed to all the principal places of the town, drawn 
by eight horſes richly harneſſed. Theſe carrs 
were loaded: with proviſions, which were diſtri- 
buted among the people: but, beſides theſe, o- 
ther proviſions were given to them, in all the 
quarters of the city; where fountains of wine 
vrere placed which ran the whole night. 5 
THERE were great rejoicings and entertain- 
ments at -court, more gallant and magnih- 
cent the one than the other; but they did 
not hinder the holding of frequent councils, 'I he 
Dutch, who diſſembled their real deſigns, had 
Propoſed a congreſs at Breda; in order to find 
out means for a reconciliation. The king, wil- 
ling to make it appear that he never had any o- 
ther view, ſent thither the marquis de Puyſieux, 
in the character of plenipotentiary. This miniſter 
had gone there Hy the firſt, but having been- 
appointed 
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appointed ſecretary of ſtate for foreign affairs, 
in the room of the marquis d' Argenſon, vl 
had retired, his majeſty appointed M. du Theil 
to ſucceed Puy ſieux at the conferences of Breda. 
The plenipotentiaries of other courts were dila- 
tory in coming ; and their inſtructions were ei- 
ther contrary to the points which were to be 
diſcuſſed, or not extenſive enough, ſo that all 
the een became ineffectual. The Dutch, 
ſolicited by the duke of Cumberland, who had 
been at the Hague for ſome time, only ſought 
to temporize, and amuſe France, that the allies 


might have time to ſtrengthen themſelves: far 


from being anxious about peace, they wiſhed 
that war might long continue. Under their vain 
pretence of neutrality with France, they engroſ- 
ſed the whole commerce of Europe; and, not- 


withſtanding the extraordinary A Hg in mo- 


ney which they had obliged themſelves to furnifh 
to the court of Vienna, they had never been fo 
rich as they were at this time: in ſhort, their 
country abounded with every thing, while there 
was nothing but ſcarcity every a elſe. 

Ir was not long before their ſcheme of poli- 


tics was ſeen through, and proper meaſures were 


taken not to be their dupes. The operations of 
the next campaign were regulated, as it there 
had been no ſuch thing as conferences at Breda. 


M. de Lowendahl cauſed all the towns and 


places in Flander, which he judged moſt expoſed 
to inſults from the enemy, to be fortiſied. M. 


a. 


Saxe repaired to Bruſſels about the end of 
March the ſame year; and gave his orders that 
the whole army aN be in a condition to act 
in the following month. This general made 
ſeveral motions which greatly embarraſſed the 


alles, and obliged them to do the fame, 


H 5 : THz 
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in Flanders, and take the com- 
troops there: but his majeſty, wil- 
ling to juſtify the uprightneſs of his intentions, 
and at the ſame time to let the Dutch know the 
cauſes of complaint which he had againſt them, 
ordered the following declaration to to notified 
to them by the abbe de la Ville, his miniſter at 
the Hague, on the 17th of April, 1747. 


„ ALTHOUGH the 3 has had hitherto the 


4 juſteſt grounds to complain of the unlimitted 
« ſuccours with which the United Provinces 
have furniſhed the queen of Hungary; his 
<< majeſty nevertheleſs was unwilling to look 


<« upon the States-General as his declared 


enemies. 

Tn regard which ke always had for 
„them, and the propoſals which have been, 
« at different times, made to them by his mi- 
„ nifters, are monuments of the ſincere diſ- 
« poſition in which his majeſty always was; 
« not only to remove the theatre of war from 


their territories, but even from the neigh- 
*< bourhood of the United Provinces, and like- | 
« wiſe to procure them the glory of contri- 
« buting effectually to re-eſtabliſh peace be- 


« twixt the powers at war. 

Ir was with this ſalutary view that in the 
* month of July 1741, he communicated to 
« the miniſter of the republic his pacific in- 
s tentions ; together with the juſt and reaſon- 

< able conditions, on which his majeſty con- 
« ſented, at that time, to terminate the trou- 
„ bles wherewith Europe was unforutnately 
« agitated. 

Tux king, to remove all doubts of the 
« purity and uprightneſs of his intentions, and 
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of hisintire confidence in the States-General, 
even offered to put Dunkirk in poſſeſſion of 
their troops. His majeſty has conſtantly, 


ſince that epoch, profeſſed the ſame moderation, 


and the ſame pacific deſires; without having 
had the ſatisfaction of inſpiring the United 
Provinces with ſentiments ſo conformable to 
the particular intereſt of their republic, and 
to the common advantage of all nations. 


Nor content with exciting, by ſecret 


ſteps, the States-General, the king propoſed, 
by a public memorial, which his miniſter 
delivered to them in the month of September 
1745, the aſſembling of a congreſs, to begin 
unanimouſly and without delay the grand 
work of peace. In ſhort, it was not poſſible 
for his majeſty to give more extenſive teſti- 
monies of his affection for, or confidence 
in the States-General, and the regard he 
had for them, than he has done. That 
ſame regard would ſtill ſubſiſt, if the cauſe 
of war, and the ſecurity of the conqueſts, 
which the king has made on the queen of 
Hungary, did not abſolutely require, on the 
part of his majeſty, the moſt ſpeedy and 
eftectual precautions to guard againſt the 
deſigns of his enemies. | 

IF the republic had not allowed them to 


take refuge in its territories ; and if it did 


not furniſh them with abundant ſuccours of 
all kinds which they draw from thence, the 
king would not find himſelf under the in- 
diſpenſable neceſſity of interrupting theſe ma- 
nifold ways of perpetuating, in ſpite of 
him, a war, which has already continued 
too long. It is only then from the neceſſity 
of circumſtances, and from the conduct of 
| H 6 „„ the 
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the United Provinces, that his majeſty is 

forced to permit the general of his troops to 
take, without diſtinction, all the meaſures 
which his knowledge and experience in the 
military art may ſuggeſt, to hinder the enem 

from diſturbing the poſſeſſion of the king's le- 
gal conqueſts, and to ſecure the tranquillity 


of the people newly ſubjected to his govern- 


ment. | 
Tux king would have had a right, from 


the beginning of the laſt campaign, to have 
entered with his army intothe territories of the 
States-General, when they granted a retreat 
to the enemies of France; but his majeſty, 


perſuaded that there was nothing but ſincerity 


in the ſteps they took with him at that time 
to obtain peace, ſuſpended the execution of 


an enterprize, which the laws of war, and 


the bad ſtate of the allied army would have 
equally juſtified. The king preferred the 
advantageous idea which he entertained of 
the candour and probity of the republic, to 


the opinion which had gained credit over all 
Europe; that under the ſpecious veil of a ne- 


gociation, the true intention of the States-Ge- 
neral was to procure the delays neceſſary to 
keep off the danger with which they were 
threatned, and to make preparation for greater 


efforts, in order to prolong the war. 


„ Thele ſuſpicions were confirmed by the 
affected difficulties which were raiſed from 
the opening of the conferences of Breda : dif- 


ficulties as unexpected as contrary to the for- 


ma] engagements entered into with the king ; 
and which appear to have been contrived on- 


ly to perplex, more and more, the negocia- 


tions of Peace, and prevent its taking place. 
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«© WHATEVER might have been the motive, 
which the event ſeems to have but too plain- 
ly cleared up, as the Dutch troops in 1744, 
entered the territories of France, in the plains 
of Liſle and Ciſoing, without the States-Ge- 
neral having pretended, by that invaſion, to 
make war directly againſt the king; ſo his 
majeſty declares, that in taking the foreed part 
of entering the territories of the republic, his 
deſign is not to break with it, but only to ſtop 
or to prevent the dangerous effects of the pro- 
tection which it grants to the queen of Hun- 
gary's, and the king of England's troops. 
Ir would not be juſt to require that the 
king ſhould carry his ſcruples ſo far as to re- 
ſpect, to his own prejudice, the pretended 5 
neutrality of the auxiliary powers of his ene- 
mies, while the latter exerciſe the greateſt vi- 
olencies againſt his majeſty's allies, even a- 
gainſt countries which have never deviated 
from the moſt exact impartiality. 
© NEVERTHELESS the king, to reconcile, as 
much as poſſible, what he owes to himſelf, 
with the ſentiments of good-will which he 
ſtill preſerves for the States-General, has ex- 
preſsly ordered the commanders of his army 
to cauſe the French troops, which ſhall enter 
the territories of the United Provinces, to 
obſerve a moſt exact diſcipline, and to regu- 
late all their operations according to the ne- 
ceſſity of circumſtances. His majeſty, far 
from intending any diſturbance to the reli- 
gion, government, or commerce of the re- 
public, is, on the contrary, reſolved to grant 
all manner of protection to the ſubjects of the 


1 States-Gener al; being perſuaded that their 
*Z&nduct will de cori den to ſuch favor- 
? able diſpoſitions. ö 
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« In fine, to give a proof ſtill more con- 
e vincing of the ſincerity of the king's deſigns, 
„ which have no other object in view but to 
© fruſtrate the bad intentions of his enemies; 
and to ſubject their inflexibility to the means 


cc of reconciliation, his majeſty declares that 
& he will not look upon — places and coun- 


<« tries, of which for his — he ſhall find 
“ himſelf obliged to take poſſeſſion, but as 
_ ©. pledges which he promiſes to reſtore, as ſoon 
« as the United Provinces give evident proofs 
<< that they ceaſe furniſhing the enemies of his 
© crown with ſuccours of all kinds, which is 


cc one of the principal cauſes of the continuation | 


of the war. 
*«< THe king deſires nothing more than the 


cc re- eſtabliſnment of public tranquillity, upon 


juſt and ſolid foundations; and the intereſt 
his majeſty takes in the ſecurity and happi- 
* neſs of the States-General, would make him 
© ſee with regret that they ſhould continue 9 
4 ſaerifice to foreign conſiderations, and to un- 
< juſt paſſions, all their finances, their troops, 
cc their poſſeſſions, their tranquillity, and per- 
cc haps even the form of their government.” 
TRE end of this declaration was a prophecy 
not at all unintelligible to the republic of Hol- 


land. It however appeared myſterious and enig- 


matical to the greater part of the nation ; be- 
cauſe at that time there were none but thoſe de- 


voted to the houſes of Brunſwick and Naſſau, 


who knew what paſſed in the councils. The 


abbe de la Ville, whoſe penetration nothing could 
eſcape, had diſcovered the overtures which had 
been made at the Hague upon the ſubject of a 


ſtadtholder : that ' miniſter had informed 


maſter thereof; and that * did hi ' q Ein- 


finite honour. 


NESS EY 


— 


N ren 
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THE courts of Vienna and London were 
apprehenſive left the Dutch ſhould at laſt take 
a part oppoſite to their intentions. This ap- 
prehenſion appreared to them to be the better 
grounded, in that they ſaw the Dutch were not 
ſo averſe to declare openly againſt France, but 
becauſe they had ſo many good reaſons not to 
do it: they therefore ſet all imaginable ſprings 
in motion to give the republic a Chief who was 
in their own intereſt, „ 
Prince William of Orange and Naſſau, 
was the only perſon in all reſpects, on whom 
they could turn their eyes. This prince was 
ſon-in-law to the king of England, and the 
ftadtholderſhip had already been in his illuſtri- 
ous houſe. The duke of Cumberland, who 
had paſſed a part of the winter at the Hague, 
had negociated that project ſecretly during his 
ſtay there, The only bufineſs then was to give 
it the finiſhing ſtroke ; but there were {till many 
difficulties to obviate, becauſe all the provinces 
did not agree about this eſtabliſhment. The 
ferments increaſed, and at length the ſtadt- 
holderians prevailed : they artfully gave to the 
king of France's declaration the meaning which 
they thought moſt proper to inflame the people 
_ againſt France. The honeſt citizens in vain 
attempted to propagate its true interpretation : 
there was a neceſſity of yielding to the factious, 
whoſe numbers increaſed with ſuch rapidity, 
that on the 4th of May following the prince of 
Orange and Naſſau was declared ſtadtholder, 
admiral, and captain- general of the United 
Provinces : nay more, the ſtadtholderſhip was 
afterwards rendered hereditary in his houſe, even 
In favour of the female-line, by a decree-which 
bore in ſubſtance ; ** That after the death Fo 
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c the prince of Orange and Naſſau, Ts 
<« dignity of ſtadtholder er fal paſs to his male 
e deſcendants, if he leaves any born in lawful 
% marriage: that if he has a ſon who dies be- 
* fore him, and only leaves a daughter; and 
c if there remain no heirs male of the prince of 
O Orange and Naſſau, the ſtadtholderſhip ſhall 
% devolve to the princeſs, and after her death 
to her male deſcendants : that in default of 
the male-line, princeſs Caroline, daughter 
of the prince of Orange and Naſſau, ſhall 
ce ſucceed him: that in caſe this prince hag 
other princeſſes, and that princeſs Caroline 
dies without male poſterity, the eldeſt of the 
<« princeſſes, her ſiſters, ſhall obtain the ſtadt- 
© holderſhip, and fo on;” the eldeſt princeſſes 
and their heirs male being always preferable 
to the younger and their deſcendants. 

Tris event was a complete triumph for the 


partizans of the houſe of Orange; and the 


allies promiſed themſelves. great advantages 
from it; becauſe they imagined that it would 
greatly diſconcert the projects of Fratice : but 
we ſhall ſee, in a little time, that it only ſerved 
to accelerate their execution. 


1 oats lle as 


345 


THE + * x rom wt 


. 1 8 1 0 R By — 


MAURICE, ts: SAXE. 


BOOK X, - 2 


E E court of Verſailles was no ſooner 
informed of the intention of the States- 
General to elect a ſtadtholder, than it 
redoubled its efforts to act directly againſt Hol- 
land. The French generals had orders to make 
the troops leave their winter- quarters, and to 
march them towards Dutch Flanders. In con- 
ſequence of theſe orders, M. Saxe had detached 
M, de Contades to commence the operations, 
by taking the forts of the Pearle and of Lief- 
kenſhoech ; and to fpare the troops he had can- 
tooned them. The general left Bruſſels the 
20th of April 1747, to go and viſit the can- 
toonments, and ſee himſelf the diſpoſitions with 
which he had charged M. de Contades, who. 
made himſelf maſter "of theſe two poſts the 24th 
and 25th of the ſame month. © 

M. DE LowENDAHL had been likewiſe de- 
tached at that time to go to Ecluſe; where this 
general was ſcarce arrived, when forcing the 
redoubts which defended the avenues, he obs: 
liged the place to capitulate ; and two days af- 
q > ter 
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ter reduced Iſſendick. From thence he marched 


to Sas-de-Gand (or Sas-van-Gent) which he. 


attacked fo briſkly, that on the night between 
the 3oth of April and the 1ſt of May, he made 
himſelf ah a of it, after five days ſiege. While 
he was beſieging Philippine, he received an 


order to $0 to Antwerp, which ſeemed to be 


| threatened by the allies : upon this he left the 
conduct of the ſiege of that little fortreſs to M. 
de Montmarin ; who, after taking it, marched 
directly to Hulſt, where he was joined by M, 
de Contades. 

THe allies employed all imaginable. means 
to prevent the loſs of Hulſt, and with that view 
detached nine battalions to defend the poſt of 
Sandeberg ; a place of great conſequence for 
the ſecurity of Hulſt. The duke of Cumber- 
land went thither himſelf on the ninth of May; 
but. his endeavours were fruitleſs. M. Saxe, 


who knew the importance of this poſt, repaired 
to the camp which formed the fiege to haſten 


the taking of it, which contributed towards that 
of Axel. The garriſons of theſe different places 
amounted to 5000 men, who were made pri- 
ſoners of war and conducted into France, 
THE rapidity of theſe conqueſts not only 
aſtoniſhed the allies, but likewiſe diſcovered 
all their projects. Their army made a motion 
on the firſt of May which ſeemed to threaten 


Antwerp: but M. Saxe ſent M. de Lowendahl 
there, who having arrived on the fifth, cauſed 
the proper repairs to be made, in order to put 


the place in a condition of defence: he cauſed 
ſeveral redoubts to be built before the glacis; 


provided the town with all ſorts of ammunition; 


and ſent out the horſes belonging to the officers 
of the garriſon, not excepting his own, vo 
wou 
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would have occaſioned too great a conſump- 
tion. 

ThE king left Verſailles the 29th of the 


ſame month, and arrived at Bruſſels on the 31ſt. 
M. Saxe went to meet his majeſty about a 


league from Bruſſels with M. de Noailles, who 


had come thither on the 12th, . On the king's 
arrival the whole infantry quitted their cantoon- 
ments; and were poſted in ſuch a manner that 


they could j join upon the firſt order, and march 


wherever neceſſity required. | 
THE allies, on — ſide, made ſeveral mo- 
tions, by which the French regulated them- 


ſelves : but although the poſition of the enemy 
made it yery preſumable that they thought no 


more of the ſiege of Antwerp, yet M. Saxe 
thought proper to ſend back M. 5 Lowendahl, 


who had come to gy e the king an account of 


his operations in Dutch Flanders ; and this 
general remained till the 26th when he arrived 
at Mechlin with fix battalions and two regi- 
ments of dragoons ; according to the orders 
which he had received from M. Saxe, who was 
informed that the allies intended to remove 
their camp. Prince Soubiſe, who was camp- 
marſhal for the day, was appointed to com- 


mand a general forrage on the 29th; this 


torrage, as well as all the preceding ones, was 
performed very peaceably. Mean time, the allies 
made a motion on the 3oth, which obliged the 
marſhal to make another on his ſide. 

Tn king ſet out the ſame day from Tirle- 


mont to go to St. Tron ; but being informed 


that the artillery had not as yet paſſed the bridge 
of the great Gethe, he ſtopped at Ootſmael; 
and the troops which accompanied him remained 


if Bivouac. | Dunes the night the houſe where 
the 
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the king was lodged happening to take fire, he 
mounted his horſe at four in the morning and 
went to Tongres, where M. Saxe then was. 
As ſoon as his majeſty arrived there, he went 
to viſit the field of battle, marked out by the 
marſhal, in order to fight the enemy, whoſe 


right wing extended to the commandery,ftretch- 


ing along the heights; and whoſe left pointed 
towards Maeſtricht, poſſeſſing the villages which 
lay before them : in theſe they were intrench- 
ed, and here they planted ſeveral batteries of 
cannon. 


THE king having afterwards aſcended the 


riſing grounds of the village of Herdezen, exa- 


mined the diſpoſition of his army, which, 
ranged in two lines of infantry and cavalry, had 
its left fronting towards the commandery, where 


was the duke of Cumberland's quarters. The 


right extended itſelf beyond the village of 
Rymps and the white houſe, leaving the village 
before it. Towards ſeven in the evening the 
enemy attempted to make themſelves maſters 
of this village, covered by two brigades of in- 
fantry: they cannonaded this poſt near an hour 
with 30 pieces of cannon, but without ſucceſs. 


All the troops held themſelves in order of battle 
the following night ; and his majeſty had but 


a very bad lodging i in a farm-houſe. 
On the ſecond of July at four in the morn- 


ing, the king, after hearing Maſs, having re- 
turned to the field of battle, the army put itſelf 


in motion to go and attack the allies. While 
count d' Eſtrees marched by the left flank of the 
enemy, count Clermont, at the head of the 
corps under his command, advanced to the vil- 
lage of Lawfeldt, defended by the Engliſh, Ha- 


noverian, and Heſſian troops, and by ſome 


Dutch 
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Dutch regiments, Notwithſtanding the terrible 
fire which theſe troops made, the ſeveral co- 
lumns of count Clermont's body adyancing in 
good order, began the attack of the village at 
ten in the morning, and after being twice re- 
pulſed, drove the enemy out of it. Immediatel 
the cavalry opened upon the two ſides of this 
village, and charged that of the allies, which, 
though ſupported by their whole infantry, was 
totally routed, While they fled towards Mae- 
ſtricht, they underwent a new aſſault on the 
part of count d'Eſtrees. This general fell upon 
them with his reſerve, and made a great num- 
bees priſoners. | | 
HE left wing of the confederate army being 
thus beaten, M. Saxe, who was every where, 
ordered the troops to attack the right, com- 
poſed of the queen of Hungary's forces, which 
hitherto had no ſhare in the action. But the 
moment they ſaw the king's army advancing 
in front before them, they retired in diſorder, 
without being able to join the reſt of their army. 
under Maeſtricht. The king then ordered count 
Clermont-Tonnere, and the marquis of Gal- 
lerande to purſue them. His majeſty lay that 
night between the 2d and third in the com- 
mandery, where the duke of Cumberland had 
his head-quarters the day before. 
Tux poſt of Lawfeldt coſt a great deal of 
blood. Never was any thing ſeen more horrible. 
The plains and villages all round were covered, 
with dead and wounded men. The loſs of this 
day, on one ſide and the other, amounted to 
more than 20,000 men killed, wounded, or 
taken priſoners. The French "took from the 
allies 29 pieces of cannon, ſeveral colours and 
ſtandards, and two kettle- dr ums. 


AFTER 
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| AFTER the victory which M. Saxe obtained 


at Lawfeldt, he ſent orders to M. de Lowen- 


dahl, who had advanced with a part of the 


troops which he commanded, from Louvain to 
Tirlemont, to return the way he came. That 


general ſet out from Tirlemont the 7th of July 


1747; and after rallying all his troops at Lou- 
vain, departed on the 6th for Mechlin. His 
infantry was there encamped, its right at 
| Ruimen, and the left at the wo ri of Wal- 
lem, having the Dyle behind the li 

cavalry was placed on the other ſide of Mechlin; 


the right at Muyſen, and the left at the city. 


The dragoons had their right at the cauſeway 
leading from Louvain to Mechlin, and their 
right at a large farm-houſe. 


M. DE LowENDAHL. gave double reſt to his 
troops in the camp of Mechlin, during which 


time he was buſy in taking the neceſſary mea- 
ſures for the operations he had concerted with 
M. Saxe. On the 8th he detached the regi- 
men of Britiſh volunteers, to go and take poſt 
at Leer. in order to cover the march he in- 
tended next day. On the gth he ranged his 


army in one column along the cauſeway of 


Mechlin as far as beyond Antwerp; his left 
leaning on Eckeren, and his right on the vil- 
lage Merxheim near Antwerp. 

THE Dutch had a detachment of 1700 men 
at Santuliet: it appeared of importance to M. 


de Lowendahl to drive them from it, that he 


might leave no poſt behind to incommode his 
march; for which reaſon, in the night between 


the oth and Toth, he detached M. de Lailly, 


with 300 volunteers, 200 dragoons, two bat- 
talions of royal grenadiers of Chabrillant, three 
other companies of grenadiers, four haubuts, 


and 
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and two pieces of cannon, to beat the enemy, 

and make themſelves maſters of Santuliet. 
M. de Lailly acquitted himſelf perfectly well 
in this commiſſion, and carried that poſt with- 
out any conſiderable loſs, in the night between 


the 10th and 11th, when the enemy abandoned 


the place with precipitation. 

Tk army having begun its march on the 
roth in two columns, met with very bad wea- 
ther, which determined M. de Lowendahl to 
"reſt on the 11th in the camp of Oftendrecht ; 
where a convoy of 300 waggons arrived from 


Antwerp loaded with hurdles, faſcines, and 


gabions, for the intended ſiege, which was then 
a ſecret. They who had been intruſted with 
the care of reconnoitring the adjacent parts of 
Bergen-op-Zoom, had reported that there were 
neither hedges nor thick buſhes in all the 
neighbourhood : which however was not true ; 


on the contrary, the country was filled with 


buſhes and woods round the villages at a {mall | 


diſtance, 


M. Dr LowznDanL had in paſſing given 
orders at Antwerp, for erecting a battery at the 
extremity of the Polder-de-Doal ; he alſo cauſed 


another to be raiſed on the Dyke which _ 
from Santuliet to the fort of Frederick-Hen 
with a view to command the Eſcaut, and e 
hinder the enemy's veſſels from approaching the 
forts of Lillo, Ni and la Croix. 
He did not think proper, at that time, to at- 
tempt the taking of thoſe poſts; but he, in a 
manner, blocked them up, by a detachment 
under the orders of M. de Vaux, ſupportea 
by M. de Heronville, commander of Antwerp, 
whoſe garriſon was ordered to take care of the 
convoys, 
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On the 12th the whole army marched in 
two columns, and came before Ade 


Zoom. They extended themſelves from the 


Eſcaut as far as the overflowings of the Zoom, 


turning. their backs on the town. M. de Low- 


endahl employed the reſt. of that day in ſecur- 


ing his camp, and in examining the works with 


the adjacent parts of the place, of which they 
had no exact plan, ſince M. de Cohorn had 
new-modelled the fortifications. 


Ts place lies ſo low, being as it were 


| buried, that its houſes are almoſt level with the 

aud; and it is abſolutely inacceſſible, but 
in the part on this ſide betwixt the Eſcaut and 
overflowings of the Zoom, which is the ſtrongeſt, 
and beſt of all covered with out-works. Prince 


Hildbourghauſen had juſt thrown himſelf into 


the lines with 16, 00 men: theſe lines com- 
municate with the town, and are protected by 
2 chain of forts, ſurrounded with water. The 
place was abundantly provided with viduals 
and artillery, having lately received a reinforce- 
ment of 48 pieces of cannon. It was not pol- 
ſible either to inveſt it, or to ſtop the commu- 
nication by water. More than 60 veſlels lay 

there in ſafety, and without the reach of cannon. 
So many obſtacles would, no doubt, have diſ- 
couraged any other but M. de Lowendahl, but 


they only ſerved to excite his ardour. This 
general, it is true, foreſaw great difficulties ; | 
but the deſire of ſignalizing himſelf by a re- 


nowned action, made him hope to ſurmount 
them. 

SCARCE did: the F a army appear before 
Bergen-op- Zoom, when the enemy kept a con- 


tinual fire with their Whole artillery, from the 


body of the "Flags the whole day and night 
| between 
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between the 12th and 1 3th ; at which time M. 
de Lowendahl took horſe at break of day, to 
examine, with his own eyes, the adjacent parts, 
and to regulate his lines. 

Ox the 14th tbe Britiſh volunteers met with 

a party of the enemy's huſlars : they behaved, 
very well upon this occaſion, which coſt them 
only fix men killed or wounded, and the enemy. 
| forty. The fame day M. de Lede having 
made the proper diſpoſitions for opening the 
trenches; the duke of Chevreuſe, with meſſieurs 
de Venu and de Bellafaire, mounted them be- 
times in the night. The ground broken du- 
ring that night's work, was from fifteen to ſix- 
teen hundred French fathoms. The 15th at 
nicht they were. ſucceeded by M. de Luſſan, 
the duke of Perth, and M. Dupuy.  T'wo- 
hundred men of the garriſon having fallied-out 
about three in the morning g, in order. to fill-up 
the end of the left parallel, after the pioneers, 
of the night were gone out of it; the grena- 
ders of Normandy marched-up to them. with. 
ſuch expedition that they were forced to re- 
treat without accompliſhing their deſign. The- 
beſiezing army was reinforced this day by that 
of M. de Lage, which came from the country- 
of Waes. On the 16th the trenches were com- 
manded by count Blat, M. de Lailly, and M. 
de Bulon. The beſieged who had kept a 3 * 
briſk fire from the beginning of the night, at 
one in the morning diſcontinued it all at once; 
and half an hour after $00 men ſallied- out with 
an intention to fill up the right of the parallel; 
but the troops from the trenches having ad- 
vanced to attack them in extreme good order, 
they were vigorouſly repulſed, and forced to get 


into the covered- Taye On the 17th at night, 
Vor I. * M. de 


* 
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M. de Lage, the chevalier de Beaucouze, and 
M. de Kardonowſki mounted the trenches : 
the work was puſhed to within a hundred toiſes 
of the covered-way. The duke of Chevreuſe, 
M. de Salency, and M. d' Alein mounted from 
the 18th to the 19th. The great artille; 
deſtined for the ſiege arrived this day, as alſo 
the brigades of Touraine and Cuſtine, under 
the orders of meſſieurs Anglezy and Montbarry, 
who had been detached from the king's army. 
Fx trenches on the 19th were mounted by 
meffieurs Anglezy, Rouſſingen, and V aſley, 
On the 2oth by count Luflan, Comeyras, and 
Hauterive. They learned this day that prince 


Hildbourghauſen having retired with all his 


attendants to Tolen, upon ſome diſcontent, 
reneral Cronſtrom had entered Bergen-op- 

oom; to take the command, not only of the 
place, but likewiſe of the troops encamped in 
the lines. Theſe troops receiving daily rein- 
forcements, M. Saxe thought proper, at the 
requeſt of M. de Lowendahl, to give M. de 
Contades, who commanded in the country of 
Waes, orders to march to Bergen-op-Zoom. 
with a part of his army. M. de Lowendahl 
having made-uſe of the heavy artillery which 
he had received, the veſſels which were in the 
harbour of the town went-off that very night. 

THE trenches on the 24ſt were mounted 


y the count Blet, Malmedy, and la Chaux. 
M. de Lowendahl detached the duke of Chev- 
reuſe, with the brigades of Touraine and Cu- 


ſtine infantry, and that of camp-maſter dra- 


goons, to go and encamp over-againlt the forts 
of Rowers and Pinſen. The trenches on the 


22d4were mounted by count Montbarry, Tondu, 
and Ma.Vard, The ſame day M. de givenden 
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ſet- out at ſun- riſe, with five companies of gre- 
nadiers of Normandy, 200 horſe, and a de- 
tachment of Britiſh volunteers, and advanced 
within half a league of Steenbergue, and of 
the blue ſluice. He found the inundation formed 
in ſevcral places, and that it increaſed viſibly 
to the eye. The enemy had made an intrench- 
ment, with a barricade palliſadoed, behind 
which they poſted infantry ; but the Britiſn 
volunteers diſlodged them, having jumped into 
the water on every ſide of the way to get round 
them. M. de Lowendahl went afterwards 
upon a dyke, by which he thought he "_— 
more eaſily approach Steenberg to view it : but 
he found a very narrow way overflowed on both 

fides, and cut in ſeveral places; with a redoubt 
palliſadoed, about half a mile from the town, 
furniſhed with men and two pieces of cannon, 
which fired upon his eſcort, yet without doing 
any harm. 1 : | 
| Tax regiment of Limouſin, and the batta- 
lionof-Soiffon-militia of Solar's brigade, detached 
from M. de Contade's — reinforced the army 
of the beſiegers; and the battalion of the militia 
of Mantes, of the fame brigade, relieved at 
Santuliet that of Laval, which joined the army, 
and encamped in a line. It was reported this 
day that prince Waldeck had departed from 
the body of the allied army, with his Auſtrian 
regiment, two battalions of Engliſh, and five 
battalions of Dutch, fifteen ſquadrons of the 
ſame nation, and their free companies, taking 
the route of Ruremonde and Venlo; where he 
was to paſs the Maeze, to proceed by Bois-le-' 
Duc and Breda to Bergen-op-Zoom : but that 
M. Saxe having been informed of it, had like- 
wiſe cauſed M. de St. Germain's body to march 
| N along 
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along the Demer, with orders to regulate him- 
ſelf by the operations of that prince. 

M. vt Lace, the duke of Olone, and. M. 
de la Clergerie mounted the trenches an the 
23d. A convoy of fifty one ſick and wounded, 


Antwerp, without an eſcort, was taken by 
the Auſtrian huſſars, between Oſſendrecht and 
Bergen-op-Z oom. The 24th the trenches 
were commanded by meſſieurs Anglezy, Cu- 
ſine, and Siedom; and M. de Lowendahl 


munication with Antwerp, and protect the con- 
voys, made M. de Contades take-poſt, till 
farther orders, at Offendrecht, with the regi- 
ment of Berry's infantry, and thoſe of Cara- 


and Venu, and M. de Viomenil; and on the 
26th. by count Blet, the duke. of Perth, and 
M. de Beauchamp. The beſieged made: 2 


{ally at one in the morning, and ranged them- 


M. de Beauchamp having perceived them, he 
withdrew the pioneers from the ſap, and ſent 
notice to the battery that he thought would 
moſt annoy the enemy. It was ſerved with 
ſuch rapidity and ſucceſs, that the beſieged, 
not able to form themſelves, were obliged to 
return to the covered-way with conſiderable 
loſs. M. de St. Germain being arrived that 
day at Pulte, with: the brigades of the Royal 


goons, and that of Beauſobre huſſars; M. de 
farther orders. Ks the nee of prince 


having ſet-out on the 24th in the morning or 


3. Ä ˙ W . ² e — 


having found it of importance to ſecure àa com- 


man and Septimania dragoons. The trenches | 
on the 25th were mounted by the counts Luſlan 


ſelves in order of battle as they came out; but 


— Eu infantry, thoſe of Royal Rouſſillon and 
Bourbon cavalry, Harcourt's regiment of dra- 


Lowendahl ſent him word to remain there till 


Waldeck 


, reached Bois-le-Duc;; M. de 
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Wa deck, who with his 9e. of troops had 


owendahl went 
on the 27th in the morning to look out for a 
feld of battle, in caſe that prince ſhould at- 
tempt to raiſe the ſiege; and as there was no 
acceſs to him but by Niſp en or Oſſendrecht, 
he pitched- on the DM heath on this ſide Niſ- 
pen, extending. his right to Huberghen, and his 


left to the cauſeway of Breda; where he cauſed 


two redoubts to be raiſed on the Zoom, to 


ſecure his poſition ; and at the ſame time, upon 


the Downs which ke had at his back, marked 
the proper places for two batteries, to ſweep the 


plain in caſe. an action enſued. 


Mzs81EuURs de Montbarry, Lailly, and 
Monguiot, were named for the trenches on 


the 27th. The ſame day M. de Lowendahl 


was informed by deſerters that the Dutch regi- 


ment of Pretorius was arrived from Zealand at 
Bergen-op-Zoom; where likewiſe there was 


arrived a reinforcement of cannoneers and 
bombardeers ; and that prince Hildbourghauſen 
was returned to the lines, where he had retaken 
the command of the troops which were in- 
camped, in ſubordination however to genera] 
Cronſtrom. 8 

THE turn of the ee on the 28th fell 
to meſſieurs de Lage, Paſcal, and Bellaffaire; 
to whom ſucceeded on che 29th Anglezy, 


Beaucouze, and Dupuy : on the 3oth Luſſan, 


Salency, and Boullon entered them. The gar- 


riſon of Bergen- op- Zoom was again ſupplied. 


this day by troops from Zealand. The trenches 
were mounted on the-31ſt by meſſieurs Blet, 
Van and Kardonowſki ; on the 1ſt of Au; uſt 
by meſſieurs Montbarry, Rouffingue, and | 
nafous; on the 2d by Lage, Comeyras, and 
1 | Alein. 
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Alein. Deſerters from the enemy reported 

day that prince Waldeck had been joined in 15 
camp near Bois- le- Duc by 3000 effians ; and 
that after marching on the 31ſt of laſt m 


in the way to Breda, he had given up the com. 


mand of his army to M. de Schwartzember 
becauſe he would not ſerve under ane.” 
Cronſtrom. They added, that M. Schwartzem- 
berg had juſt then begun his march to go and 
encamp at Loon, where he was to arrive the 
ſame day ; that from thence he was to con- 


tinue his route to Breda, and there was to be | 
joined by the cavalry. in the lines of Bergen- 


ep-Zoom. 


IRE trenches bein N chdarited on the 5 by 


meſſieurs Fo irmacon, almedy, and Say 


one in the, morning the believed ordered- out 


160 men; who, creeping along the water-ſide, 
fell upon a battery of four pieces, of which 
they nailed up three. M. Lowendahl mounted 
on horſeback very early, and went to take his 
tour towards Roſendahl, which was poſſeſſed 
by free companies in the ſervice of the Dutch ; 
he advanced near enough to get a full view 
the avenues of the plain of. Nilpen, where he 
expected to meet M. de Schwartzemberg, | 
caſe he came to ſeek him. In effect, that ge- 
neral arrived on the 2d at Oudenboth, where 


he had pitched his camp on the heath betwixt 
this borough, Roſendalfl, Hoeven, and Ruck- 


venen. 


In the night of the 4th meſſieurs Anglezy, 
Tondu, and Hauterive entered the trenches. 


M. de Lowendahl had propoſed to ſpring his 
mines which were ſunk under the prolonged 


capitals of the front-works of the attack all at 


once, with a view to make a lodgement there 
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at the ſame time, and to complete the coyered- 
way: but that which was placed under the 
capital of the Lunette of Zealand, and which 
had been loaded in the day-time, took fire 
about nine at night, by the great quantity of 
grenadoes, with which the beſieged oppreſſed 
the beſiegers; notwithſtanding the precaution 
which had been taken carefully to cover the 
trough or ſauſſage with baſkets and ſacks of 
earth.” | | 
Ir was impoſſible to compute the circum- 
ference of the funnel, becauſe they had not 
made a communication to it : it was only judged 
that it had, in its operation, broken the gallery. 
of the beſieged ; becauſe they perceived ſome 
fragments of maſonry about the funngl, and 
heard the enemy at work in the covered-way, 
to repair the diſorder which this mine had of» 
caſioned. M. de Schwartzemberg, whoſe army 
had been reinforced to the amount of 20 bat- 
talions and 32 ſquadrons, having marched from 
Breda to Oudenſboſch and Ruckvenen; M. de 
Lowendahl gave orders to M. de Contades and 
M. de St, Germain to draw nearer him with 
their troops. The former incamped near the. 
Paſtor's farm, and the latter ſhifted his camp 
from Putte, where he was, to Huberghen, 
TE Britiſh volunteers, who had hitherto. 
occupied alone the village of Wou upon the 
_ cauſeway from Breda, were every day at blows. 
with the enemy's light troops, but without. 
ſucceſs on either part. Montboiſſier's brigade 
went to reinforce them on the 5th, and the 
duke of Chevreuſe had orders at the ſame time 
to abandon the too-much expoſed. ſaps of the 
trenches of fort Rovers ; preſerving: nevertheleſs, 
his poſition with a view-to hem: the enemy, 
9 " TS 1 5 and 
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and to give them no reſt on that ſide. There 
was advice alſo that the allies had detached pe- 
neral Baronnay, from the army before Mae- 
ſtricht, with 2000 huſſars and ſome infantry, 
to come and reinforce M. de Schwartzemberg; 
that M. Saxe, informed of this detachment, 
had likewiſe ordered M. de Monmoring to 
march with the brigade of Bergeret's mitte 
that of Royal-ftranger, and the regiment of 
Royal dragoons to ſupport the ſiege of Bergen- 
op-Zoom : and, in fine, that the brigade of 
Royal Vaiſſeaux, which occupied Demer, 
Halem, Dieſt, Sichem, and Arſchot, was like- 
wiſe on their march for Eckeren, to be under 
the orders of M. de Lowendah,  _ 

* THrs trenches were on the 5th commanded 
by M. de Luffan, count Montmorency, and 
M. de Viomenil. The ſignal was given at 
eleven at night by four bombs which went-of 
together; and directly fire was ſet to the four 
mines funk under the capitals of the two ba- 


ſtions, and the half-moon in the front of the 


attack: after which the grenadiers commanded 
for the aſſault fallied-forth, preceded by eight 
pioneers, and eight miners, who had orders to 


ſearch the mines of the beſieged, and to cut- 


off the ſauſſages. All marched in the beſt 
order poſſible, and having found very little 
reſiſtance from thoſe who were to defend the 
covered-way, the greater part of the aflailants 
threw themſelves over the palliſadoes into the 
covered-way, making the air reſound with the 
repeated cries of Vive le roi. They were there 
expoſed to all the violence of the fire from the 


_ rampart and exterior works. rn, 


this prodigious fire of the enemy, a very goo- 
lodgment was made on the ſaillant- angle - the 
I i cohorn- 
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cohorn-baſtion ; they likewiſe completed that 
of the ſalliant- angle of the maiden-baſtion, but 
it was not near ſa commodious as the lodge- 
ment of the left | 
As for the faillant-angle of. the half-moon, 
it was not poſſible to eſtabliſh themſelves in it, 
becauſe the mine had not had all the ſucceſs 
| which was expected from it. The night of the 
7 6th count Blet, the duke of Olone, and M. 
Goure, entered the trenches ; and were relieved 
f on the 7th by meſſieurs n Cuſtine, 
and Beauchamp; who were ſucceeded by mef- 
fieurs Lage, Venu, and Montguiot, on the 8th: 
M. de Fimarcon, count Bergwick, and M. de 
Bellaffaire, mounted them on the gth. The 
enemy having formed the deſign of making 
themſelves maſters of the village of Wou, had 
for that purpoſe detached the ſame night 15 
companies of grenadiers, three battalions, and 
22 piquets from their army to force our in- 
trenchments; which were not yet completed 
by the brigade of Montboiſſur, and the Britiſh 
volunteers, who were at work undef the com- 
; mand of M. de Vaux: this detachment was 
divided into three bodies who made at once 
three different attacks ; which however did not 
ſucceed, ſince they were repulſed with the loſs 
of more than 200 men killed, and 30 made 
priſoners. M. de Lowedahl being informed 
that the enemy's army appeared in the plain of 
Niſpen, and were ranging themſelves in order 
of battle, mounted on horſeback early; and 
having cauſed the general to be beaten, marched, 
with all his troops to the intended field of battle, 
leaving in the camp of the ſiege only three bat- 
talions to ſupport the troops in the trenches. 


Fe M. p 
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M. ps SCHWARTZEMBERG judging of M, 


de Lowendahl as of an ordinary man, imagined 
he would be put to a nonplus. He fancied that 
wholly taken up with his ſiege, he would not 
run the riſk of the bringing away troops to 
come to him ; but when he ſaw that far from 
avoiding the combat, that general preſented 
himſelf with a very good grace, he eyen thought 
it convenient to make the beſt of his way back 
again to his camp: this feint of the enemy 
ſerved to favour the junction of general Ba- 
ronnay's corps. The trenches on the Toth 
were mounted by the marquis 4Anglezy, the 
duke of Perth, and M. Dupuy : on the 11th b 
meſſieurs Luſſan, Lailly, and Bullou : on the 


12th by meſſieurs Blet, Bombelles, and de Bois: 


on the 13th by meſſieurs Montbarry, Paſcal, 
and de Peuche : on the 14th by meſſieurs St. 
Germain, Beancouze, and Campredon : on 
the 15th by meſſieurs Lage, Salency, and Kar- 
dowanouſki: on the 16th by meſſieurs Fimar- 


con, Grammont, Rouſlingue, and Puget: on 


the 17th by meſſieurs Relingue, Comeyras, 


Malmedy, and Ja Serre: on the 18th by meſ⸗ 


fieurs Anglezy, Tondu, Courtbuiſſon, and 


Alein: on the 1iꝗgthi by meſſieurs Luſſan, Bli- 
niere, la Fargue, and Savary: on the 20th by 


count Blet, count Montmorency, the duke 


d'Olone, and M. de Raffan: on the 21ſt by 
the marquis Montmorin, meſſieurs Cuſtine, 
Venu, and Hauterive : on the 22d by Mont- 


' barry, Berywick, the duke of Perth, and Vio- 


ment: on the 23d by St. Germain, Lailly, 
Bombelles, and Lierre. The bombs ſet-fire to 
the town, and it burnt the whole night. On 
the 24th Lage, Paſcal, . Beaucouze, and la 


Grange mountcd the trenches. M, Lowendakl 
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barry, the duke of Perth, Lal y, yak | 
on the Iſt of September by St, Germain, Bom 
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had advice this day, that 18 battalions and 16 
ſquadrons of the allied army had eroſſed the 
Maeze near- Maeſtricht, under the command 
of M. de Chanclos, general of the empreſs- 
queen's troops, with a deſign to join M. de 
Schwartzemberg, who was ſtill incamped at 
Oudenboſch; but that M. Saxe being informed 


of it, had bewiſt detached from the king's 


army M. de Courten, with four regiments of 


infantry, two brigades of cavalry, and Mor- 


lere's regiment, with orders to watch the mo- 
tions of M. de Chanclos. That fame day the 
courier, ſent by M. de Lowendahf to M. Saxe, 
was taken by an Auſtrian party. | 

ITE trenches on the 25th were relieved: by 
meſſieurs Fimarcon, Salency, Grammont, and 
St. Romain: on the 26th by meſſieurs Relingue, 
Comeyras, Malmedy, and Viſcourt. M. de 
Villencure, aid-de-camp to M. de Lowendahl, 


and two engineers were carried-off this night 


by a party of huſſars. On the 27th by meſſieurs 


Anglezy, Faucon, Tondu, and Cheramar : 
on the 28th by Luſſan, Courtbuiſſon, la Bli- 
niere, and Monguiot : on the 29th by Blet, la 
Fargue, the duke of Olone, and Piat. M. de 


the duke of Havre. On the 3oth the CON 
were mounted by Montmorin, Bin, Berg- 
wick, and Rainville: on the 3 « Mont- 


Ourten: 


belles, Paſcal, and Belleaffaire: on the 2d by 


Lage, Salency, Pons, and Dupuy: on the 3d 


b Fj imarcon, Grammont, Grandvillars, and 
ie: on the 4th by Courten, Comeyras, 
16 Malmedy, 


Courten arrived this day at the camp, with a 
part of his detachment which had been joined 
in the route by another under the command of 
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Malmedy, and Dupuy:: on the 5th by Relingue, 


Faucon, Tondu, and Peuche: the beſieged 


during this night brought water into the ditches 


of the place: on the 6th by Anglezy, Court- 


buiſſon, Bliniere, and Boiragons. The beſieged 
this night took it into their heads to throw a 
parcel of ſacks filled with powder into the 
beſiegers works; who, believing they were filled 
with earth, piled - them up together, and a 


grenado having ſet fire to them, a great many 


were killed and wounded by their blowing up. 
On the 7th the trenches were mounted by 
Luſſan, VEpine, la Fargue, and Beaumandir: 


on the 8th by Blet, Montmorency, Olone, and 


z 
CHABRILLANT's royal regiment of grena- 
diers marched on the 1oth-to reinforce Mon- 
boiffier's brigade at Wou: the Britiſh volun- 
teers had orders the ſame day to march to 
Eckeren, from whence the troops who were 
there went to join the marquis d'Armentieres, 


and the chevalier de Muy, at Herrenthals. 


The trenches: on the gth were mounted by 


Montmorin, Venu, Bergwick, and Alein: 


on the 10th by Montbarry, Perth, Lailly,- and 


Roſſay: on the 11th by the duke of Havre, 


Bonnaventure, Paſcal, and Hauterive : on the 
12th by St. Germain, Salency, Pons, and 


Viomenil : on the 13th by Lage, Grammont, 


Balleroy, and Montaut : on the 14th by Cour- 
ten, Cabalſar, Grandvillars, and Argens. The 


troops commanded for the aflault were under 
arms from the beginning of the night; and 
ſome battalions were already in motion to re- 


pair to the rendezvous : but all was counter- 


manded, and the affair delayed till next day; 
becauſe the general officer of the trenches did 
3 "ot 
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not find that the breaches were large enough; ; 
but that was remedied by their battering in 
breach the whole next day. _ 

THe trenches on the 15th were relieved by 
Relingen, Faucon, Tondu, and Piat : they 
began to work in the Lunette of Zealand, 


upon a new opening for the troops who were 


to mount to the aſſault of the baſtion of cohorn. 
They filled up at the ſame time the Lunette of 
Utrecht, to favour the paſſage from the ditch 
to the attack on the right; and ſome pioneers 
crept to the. foot of the breaches, to clear and 
render them more paſſable. As foon as M. de 


Lowendahl was informed that they were in 


the condition he wanted them, he gave orders- 
to the troops deſtined for the aſſault te repair 
to the rendezvous, that they might, before 


break of day, be in the openings of the breaches : 


and he diſtributed to the officers the following, 


orders. 


Order and Diſpoſition for Shed 
BERGEN-0P- Zoou. 1 


The attack of the right conducted * M. de 
| Raine, and commanded by M. de Faucon. 


THE troops for this attack ſhall be taken 
at the rendezvous, and conducted by M. de 
Raine, major of the trenches, and ſhall march 


in the following order, viz. fix companies of 


grenadiers, under the orders of M. de St. Af- 
rique : three battalions, commanded by M. de 
Faucon, ſhall be followed by three brigades of 
miners, by an officer of the artillery, twenty 
gunners, eight workmen with their tools, and 
mw hundred 8 after them ſhall directly 
N. EY march 
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march three other battalions, who ſhall halt in 


the opening of the ditch till farther orders. 
THis column thus formed ſhall march di- 


rectiy after that which is deſtined for the at- 
tack of the half-moon, and fhall follow the 


ſame communication as far as the third parallel; 


from whence turning to the right, it ſhall gain 
the commuincations that lead from the fourth 
parallel to the capital of the baſtion : where it 
ſhall enter into the communications. as far as 
the opening in the ditch, which it ſhall oc- 
cupy, as alſo the place of arms of the fourth 
parallel; obſerving to extend themſelves to the 
right as far as ſhall be neceſſary: and it ſhall 


remain thus till the moment of the ſignal, Which 


{hall be two volleys of all our mortars, of which 
the bombs of the ſe » ſhall be only loaded 


with ſand; of this it 1s proper to acquaint the 


troops, that they may approach them without 
dread. "Fob 6 lei 


- Order io be obſerued in the attack. 


THE grenadiers of this attack ſhall move 
the moment of the ſignal, while the bombs of 
the ſecond volley are yet in the air, in the order 
here-above preſcribed, by the ſubterraneous 
deſcents or openings into the ditch ; and ſhall 


po and. form themſelves at the fo&t of the 


* 


reach of the baſtion of the right, at which 
chez. are to mount. | X 
IE battalions deſtined to ſupport them 
{hall deſcend: by the openings in the breaches 
of the counter-ſcarp, and ſhall march after the 
Henna in the ſame order explained here- 
above. a 3 , — 


* 
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TRE fix companies of grenadiers, after 
forming at the foot of the breach, ſhall briſkly 
mount it, and ſhall be followed 'by the three 
battalions, who are likewiſe to mount it with 
them. At the ſame time M. de Faucon ſhall 
cauſe the firſt company of the grenadiers of 
| Normandy 1 to depart'from the foot ofthe breach, 
and mount the breach on the left, which is af 
the elbow of the baſtion, in order to diſlodge 
the enemy who are poſted at the low-flank of 
the ſaid baſtion: this company ſhall provide 
themſelves with grenadoes to throw into the 
low-flank, _ 

Trns aforeſaid fix companies of grenadiers 
ſhall break - through all they meet- with in the 
platform of the ſaid 7 and ſhall, without 

- heſitation, attack the gorge thouph they ſhould 
find it intrenched. Having reached the ram- 
part, they ſhall there form in order of battle, 
upon thejr right, without paſſing Deyong the 
collateral baſtion. 
Tas three battalions appointed to follow 
them, ſhall put themſelves in battle- array at 
the gorge of the attacked baſtion; where they 
ſhall remain in readineſs, waiting the orders of 
the general, or other officer, who ſhall have 
the command of this attack ; whether it be. to 
penetrate into ſome ſtreets which are contigious, 
or to follow the enemy upon the rampart, 
And if he who commands thinks proper tq 
have them purſued by. the other three batta- 
lions who have orders to remain in the opening, 
the three other battalions which firft mounted 
ſhall form themſelves along the curtain. of the 
right ; and the three laſt battalions ſhall take. 
their place, and form at the gorge of the baſtion 
attacked, and the half of them along the cur- 
tain on the left. Ts 
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Ir is neceſſary to intimate to the command- 


ers of the attacks of the two baſtons, not to 


let their men ſire into the ditch between them; 
for ſear they ſhould hurt our volunteers and 
eee who are to attack the caponiere (or 


odgement) of communication from the curtain 
to che half-moon. 


Attack on the left, itil by M. St. 415. 
and commanded by MA. Tondu. 


Tux troops appointed for this attack ſhall 
begin to move at the fame time with thoſe of 
the right; and ſhall march, by the communi. 
cation on the left, as far as 'the opening of the 
counterſcarp, which they ſhall poſſeſs, as well 
as the place of arms of the fourth parallel; 


obſerving to take-up by preference the ground 


on the left; in which poſition they ſhall remain 
till the moment of the ſignal, as mentioned a- 
bove. This column was "compoſed i in the ſame 


manner as that ee in the attack of the 


mo. 
Order to be obſerved in the 2 


Tux fix companies of grenadiers, 3 


for this attack, hall move at the moment of the 


ſignal, followed by three battalions ; who ſhall 


have after them the workmen, gunners, miners, | 


and pioneers, in the' order preſcribed. 
THE companies of grenadiers ſhall form at 


the foot of the breaches, where they ſhall 


briſkly mount, followed by three battalions 


who are to ſupport them. M. Tondu fhall 
take-care to make the firſt company of royal 


„* mount 16 the breach of the elbow 
h ot 
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of the baſtion in order to drive the enemy 
out of the low-flank : theſe companies of gre- 
nadiers ſhall break through all they meet-with 
in the platform of the baſtion ; and ſhall, with- 
out heſitation, attack the gorge, though they 
ſhould find it intrenched, to get to the rampart; 
where they ſhall form in order of battle on their 
left, without ſeparating from the battalions who 
ſhall form themſelves in the gorge: and in cafe 
orders to mount be ſent to the three other bat- 
talions, who remain in the opening, the three 
battalions who ſhall be firſt mounted, ſhall 
form in order of battle upon their right on the 
rampart; and the three, laſt ſhall, upon their 
arrival, take the place of the former. ky 
Taz gentlemen who command the attacks 
ſhall carefully recommend to the officers' to 
keep the ſoldiers within bounds, and not ſuffer 


any, under what pretence err to go out t of 


their ranks. EEE | tov roo th A 
Order id diſpoſition Ra the attack of | the 
Half. moon. 


Tus attack ſhall be e by M. de 
Duverdier, major of the trenches, and com- 
manded by M. de Courtbuiſſon: 

ONE . volunteers, divided into two 
troops, of which each ſhall. be followed by a 
company of grenadiers, doing duty in the 
trenches. Theſe four troops ſhall march at 
the head of thoſe appointed for this attack, viz. 
two companies of grenadiers of Dauphiny, the 
firſt battalion of Dauphiny, two brigades of 
miners, ſix gunners, and 300 pioneers. | 

ALL theſe troops thus formed, ſhall ſet-out 


from the rendezvous, preceded by the volunteers 
(who 
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(who ſhall march firſt in all the attacks) and 


hall paſs by the communication on the right, 


as far as the third paralle] ; from whence they 
mall enter into the communication on the ca- 
pital of the half-moon, as far as the fourth 


parallel. F rom thence they ſhall £0 to the p 


opening of the ditch by the communication 


prepared. They ſhall only take-up the ground 


of the communication of the half-moon, and 
the two parts of the place of arms betwixt the 
two batteries, on the ſaillant-angle of the co- 
vered-way of the half- moon, where they ſhall 
remain till the fignal is given (the ſame ag 
above-mentioned.) | 1 
_ Tae firſt fifty volunteers, under the com- 
mand of M. de Sarand, lieutenant in the royal, 
and the company of Montmorin's grenadiers, 


- 


mall then move and deſcend into the ditch, 


and form themſelves on their right. The ſe- 
cond troop of volunteers, under the orders of 
Raillon and Godard de Rincourt, followed by 


Coiney's company of grenadiers, {hall wo 
. If. 


immediately after into the ditch of the ha 


moon, where they ſhall form on the left of 


the firſt troop of volunteers, and of the company 
Montboiffier, and ſhall ſeparate directly. The 
firft troop taking to the right, ſhall march along 


the ditch of the half- moon, which it ſhall turn 


on the left, in order to get behind and attack 


it through the gorge : the ſecond troop ſhall 
march on the left, along the ditch of the halt- 
moon, which it fhall turn on the right in order 


to attack it by the gorge. . 


THEsE two troops, joining again behind the 


half-moon, ſhall take particular care not to fire, 
the one after the other; but to attack both to- 
gether, each on its fide, the communication, 


a 
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or caponiere, which is between the half-moon 8 = 
and curtain in the great ditch, of the place. i ka 
They ſhall endeavour to make themſelyes man” : ; 
ſters of the poſtern which 1 is under the curtain, 
and keep it. | 
IMMEDIATELY after the volunteers ſhall 
dave marched into the ditch, M. de Court- . 
duiſſon, preceded by two companies of grena- - 
diers of Dauphiny, ſhall mount the breach of 
the half-moon, at the head of the firſt battalion 
of Dauphiny, followed by pioneers; ſhall at 
the ſame time attack the redoubt, if «there be 
any; and ſhall obſerve not to fire i into the ditch 
between the half-moon and the curtain, where, : 


the volunteers and grenadiers A to a the 
communication. B 


4 - 


Diſpoſition for the battalion of ih tr enches, | 


' Count Lowendahl prays M. de Relingue 
to march one battalian rely to the right of 
the parallel, and the two others quite to the 
left; that the communication may not be em- 
barraſſed, and that he may be at-hand to ob- 
ſerve the motion of the beſieged. M. de Re- 
lingue will be ſo good as to detach the ſecond 
company of Montmorin's grenadiers „ and one 
of Coiney's, who ſhall march with the yon: 
teers to the attack of the center. | 


he * The end. 


THrxsE orders were executed MY as > 
punctuality, as they had been contrived with. 
art and prudence. On the 16th of September, 
at break of day, the ſignal Was given, and at 
the ſecond volley all the troops deſtined for the, 


aſſault 


188 Hiſtory of Maurice, Count Saxe. 


aſſault advanced with as much intrepidity ä as 


order. Care had been taken during the night 


to fill up the cunette, and to clear the foot of 


the breaches, in order to facilitate the operation, 
The grenadiers who mounted firſt broke thro” 


all which oppoſed them. on the top of the 


breach; and being directly reinforced, went 
cCourageouſſy on, forced the intrenchments 

which the beſieged had made in the attacked 
baſtions, jumped nimbly over them, and made 


no ſtop till they reached the gorge of the ba- 


ftions. The battalions who had followed cloſe 

at their heels, opened; and in a moment the 

whole rampart fronting the attack was decked- 
out with colours of the conqueror. | 


Mean time the grenadiers advanced in the 


ſtreets which led to the great ſquare, where the 
enemy had barricaded themſelves to cover their 
retreat; e e upon them with that bold- 


neſs which victory inſpires; and forced them 


to ſeek their ſafety in flight towards their lines. 
Some of them took refuge in the houſes, from 
whence they kept a pretty briſk fire upon the 
aſſailants; but refuſing to come-out and ſur- 


render themſelves, the houſes were committed 
to flames. In the ſame breath they ſeized all 
the poſts in the town, and avenues in the har- 
bour, in order to ſtop- up all outlets. The vic- 


torious ſoldier ſeeing himſelf now maſter of a 
place which had caſt him ſo much fatigue and 
danger, gave himſelf wholly up to an unbounded 
licence: nor was it poſſible to ſave the town 
from pillage, though the commanding officers, 


and all the reſt; took the greateſt pains imagin- | 


able to prevent it. 


* 


his 


_ Count Rechteren, a colonel in the ſervice 
of the States-General, who was poſted with 


Hi :fory of Maurice, Count Saxe. 1 29 


his regiment of grenadiers in the intrenched 
camp, being in this confuſion not thought of, 
ſtood firm for more than an hour: but ſeeing 


himſelf left deſtitute of aſſiſtance, and ſurrounded 
on all ſides, he was forced to ſugender at dif- 
cretion with his whole regiment. | 
WòIFlLE the French were buſied in breaking 
open the doors of. the houſes and cellars, plun- 
dering and drinking, the beſieged were runnin 
to their lines in diſorder: where th 10 
ſuch a conſternation, that all together made 
the beſt of their way to Steenberg, leaving be- | 
hind them in the lines their arms and bag 
The garriſon of Fort-Rovers took the 13-9 
route, after carrying-off in a hurry the cannon 
which were mounted; and M. Mallard, lieu- 
tenant-colonel of the trenches before the fort 
on that day, was very much aſtoniſhed when a 
deſerter came and offered him the keys. 

M. pe CusTiNE who was appointed by M. 
de Lowendahl with a body of troops to pre- 
vent the forts of Penſen and Marmont from 
ſallying- out during the aſſault; took advantage 
of this critical moment to make himſelf maſter 
of them, and obliged the garriſons to ſurrender 
at diſcretion : an example which was followed 
by the W ater-fort, ſituated at the mouth of the 
harbour, _ 

Txt operations of this day were cariied on 
according to the moſt exact rules of war. The 
troops ſurpaſſed themſelves ; and all the wiſe 
diſpoſitions: of the general were executed with- 
out the leaſt confuſion. They found in Ber- 
gen-op-Zoom 166 braſs cannon, and 72 of 

ron; thoſe in battery, under ground, and on 
the keys of the h res included. A great 
many mortar- pieces of different ves, and arge 
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quantities of ammunition ; without reckoni 
36 pieces of cannon taken in Fort-Rovers, 14 
in that of Pinſen, and ſome others in Mormont 
and the Water-forts. HON tid 
SEVENTEEN. veſſels in the harbour, loaded 
with ammunition and proviſions of all ſorts, 
fell a prey to the conquerors : the enemy's loſs 
on this memorable day was computed at 2000 


men killed, about 1000 wounded, and 1710 


priſoners excluſive of the officers; of whom they 


reckoned 168 priſoners of all ranks. The 
French loſt very few confidering the boldneſs 


and danger of the attempt, having only ſeven . 
officers killed, and 37 wounded, 137 ſoldiers 


killed, and 260 wounded, 


$ 
T xx count de Blet, camp-marſhal, to whom 
the government of Bergen-op-Zoom, and the | 


neighbouring forts, had been deſtined from the 
commencement of the ſiege, entered directly 


into poſſeſſion of this charge. M. de Comey- 


ras, brigadier of the king's armies, was made 
king's lieutenant, and M. de St. Andre town- 
major; although the place looked rather like a 
uarry of ſtones than a town: for they could 
arce find in it conveniences enough to lodge 
the governor and field officers. As for the 


troops deſtined for the garriſon, they were ob- 
liged to camp upon the glacis, all the time they 


were digging under the ruins, for ſome corneis 


of houſes and cellars which were leaſt damnified. 
M. pu HaLLor, major of the regiment of 


Normandy, who a&ed as major-general of the 
army during the ſiege, was diſpatched the ſame 


day to the king, with the important news of 


the taking of Bergen-op-Zoom ; and M. de 


Perigord, colonel of the ſame regiment, fol- 


lowed him 'next day, to carry to his majeſly 
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the five pair of colours which had been taken 
from the enemy at the affault - 

. Tus next day being the 17th, M. de Fats. 
endahl wrote the following letter to M. Saxe. 


My LokD, OOO or 
I hope the chevalier du Hallot is ſafely ar- 
rived, and that the circumſtances of the taking 
of Bergen-op-Zoom have been agreeable* 10 you, 
Had it been poſſible to foreſee events, M. de 
Cronſtrom, the prince of Heſſe-Pbhilipſtal, and 
the prince d' Anault awould have fallen into our 
hands, and been among the number of priſoners; 
but with much ado they ſaved their perſons, 
laving every thing elſe behind. As in my diſ. 
poſitions, I wanted to prevent the troops from 
diſperſing, I had ordered that the battalions 
ſould remain in order of battle upon the ramparts, 
which gave time to a great many te make their 
eſcape + all who were in the works were killed. 
or taken, Hitherto I have about 1500 priſoners, 
 Leſides a hundred officers, without reckoning the 
wounded in the town, in the N and hoſpitals. 
M. de Lewe, camp-mar/hal, is among the lat; 
with ſeveral colonels, and lieutenant-colanels,. of 
vhm I ſhall have the honour to ſend you the hiſts, © 
AS I followed, my lord, in every ſtep, your 
ideas, I had detached M. de Cuſtine, with two 
battalions, and ſome companies of grenadiers, to 
make a parade ouer-againſt the. forts of Rovers 
and Mormont + this ſucceeded fo well that the 
enemy, attentive to theſe ſteps, did not obſerve 
the increaſe of our firing inte the fown : and when 
the garriſon fled out of it, MN. de Cuftine took. 
that opportunity of attacking thoſe forts and car- 
Tied them he took 20 priſoners at Mormont, 
and 171 at Pinſen, after killing about 50. - 
| ne, 3 the 
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F che fame time the; enemy abandoned Fort- R.. bos 
[F YOU. will fee, my lord, by the lil of th _ 
1 ariillery, the number of cannon we have taken, hone 
10 and it may be ſaid with truth, that few places 4 
53 4 in Europe were ſo formidable, and ſo well pro- prin 
5 vided of every thing as Bergen op Zoom. . I M 115; 
1 wanted to preſerve this wretched town from are 
5 plunder ; but humanely ſpeaking it was not prac- ſon 
on ticable. Three hundred volunteers of your army, the 
15 who came without being ſent-for, gave ſo bad you 
! an example, that there was no poſſibility .of of 7 
hindering all the equipages of the generals and then 

officers, the proviſions, and what the inhabitants ditis 

had ſtill left, from being intirely pillaged. This will 

plunder has prodigiouſiy enriched the army; and Yew! 

Hope it will render them as bold as it will have 

humble and deject the enemy. _ {oh 4 

THE military cheſt, ang the pay of tbe 40 ¹ 

regiments which arrived ſome days before, joined of tl 

to the plate and ſtrong boxes of the generals and eil! 

princes, make a great part of the booty. 1 1001 

ordered-out directly the Britiſh volunteers ts E: 

follow at the enemy's heels, and they will cer. 22 

tainly augment the number of priſoners ; T flatter ment 

myſelf alſo that by their means TI ſhall learn the lonel 

Atuation of the enemy at Steenberg and the ad- much 

| Jacent parts, of which T hope ſoon to render you led o 

an account. i : | oh 0 | i : : * ; 8 4. ” | 14 

M. de Lewe, camp-marſhal, being very much rot, 

indiſpoſed, has aſked permiſſion to go to Tertolen | a mos 

with three domeſtics, as has alſo major Neel, Prince 

Wounded ard © days fince. I hope you will Fa 

approve of my having granted their requeſt. All lines, 

the reft I have ſent to Antwerp ; and I beg, my was 5 

lord, you will let me. kngw hither you are wil- More 

ling to have them tonveyed; Several of thm % 

15 8 ++ 4 3 3 . 21 te «44 - a have Vo 
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have deſired liberty to retire upon their parole; 
be ſo good as to let me know if you will empower 
me to grant their requeſt on their billets of 
Honour. e - 8 

M. de Perigord, the prince de Robecy, the 
prince de Rochefort, M. de Puiſigneux, and 
above all, M. de Lugeac have done prodigies of 
valour, The brigadiers Faucon and Courtbuiſ- 
ſon behaved extremely well. M. de Tondu had 
the misfortune to be wounded. I fhall render 
y0u a more particular account of all the officers 
of the different corps, who have diſtinguiſbed 
themſelves moſt during the courſe of this expe- 
dition; and I earneſtly beg, my lord, that. you 
will be their protector, and pave their way to 
rewards which they have ſo well deſerved. 1 
have ordered M. du Hallot to give you an ac- 
count of the diſpoſitions which I made for 'this 

_ aſſault ; and I confeſs that I owe a great part 
of the ſucceſs of this whole affarr to the ſuperior 
frill of MH. de Valliere, and in general to the 
whole corps of artillery. F 

1 bad forgotten, my lord, to acquaint you that 
meſſieurs de Piat, licutenaut-colonel of the regi- 
ment of Berry, and St. Afrique, lieutenaut- co- 
lonel Rochefort diſtinguiſbed themſelves very 
2 at the head of the grenadiers, whom they 
led on. 3 
MM. de Cronſt rom, on his arrival at Halteren, 
Wrote to me in great haſte by a drummer; and 
a moment after J received a letter alſo from the 
prince of Heſſe. | | 

THE defeat of the troops incamped in the 
lines, was ſo complete, that their whole camp 
was pillaged, without their ſaving a ſingle tent. 
More than twenty battalions, including the gar- 
riſon and lines, have left their arms in bundles. 


Vol. Ih; = The 
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The officers who are priſoners unanimouſly agree bo 
that they have loſt more than 5000 men during ”_ 
the fiege; and I compute their loſs at very near = 
the ſame on the day of the aſſault, including th, 25 
priſoners. Ours yeſterday does not exceed 100 = 
men killed, and 200 wounded, among whom a * 
great many but ſlightly. ns | uk 
WW HAT is moſt afflicting to me is that the mY 
town has been on fire all laſt night : all poſſibl; riſ 
means have been uſed to extinguiſh it; and 1 ſent __ 
thither pioneers and workmen. The ſlate of the s 


artillery not being as yet in proper order, the 
courier of this afternoon ſhall be charged with it, wy 
I beg, my lord, &c. | 


From the camp before Bergen-op-Zoom, 2 
the 17th of September 1747. i pt 

THE next morning after this grand and * 
memorable day, which will for ever do as * 
much honour to the French nation, as to the — 


general who commanded, M. de Lowendahl 
mounted on horſeback to go and take the air 3 
in the lines, and round the forts. He proceeded 
to Halteren, and advanced towards Tertolen, 
of which he found the adjacent parts under 
water. The villages and hamlets through 
which he paſſed were filled with ſoldiers, who 
had driven-out the inhabitants; and conſtituted 
themſelves maſters of the houſes, and of all 
which they found in them. In vain was the 
genera] beaten in the camp to call them back: 
they either did not, or would not hear it; and 
the officers were obliged to go themſelves and 
ſeek them out. General Conſtrom had fled 
from Bergen-op-Zoom to Halteren ; but not 
thinking himſelf ſafe there, he made but a 
ſhort ſtay, and had taken the route to _ 
| oſc 


- 


. 


boſch, with all the other officers of his re- 
tnue, ED | | 
M. DE LowENDAHL made the peaſants in 
theneighbourhood come and fill-up the trenches: 
he afterwards cauſed the breaches to be repair- 
cd, the ſtreets to be cleared, and the houſes 
which were leaſt damniſied to be fitted-up, in 
order to lodge at leaſt the officers. The gar- 
riſon was obliged to encamp upon the glacis, 
on the inſide of the gate of Antwerp; and in 
this place there was for ſeveral days a ſort of 
free fair, where the effects were ſold, which 
were cumberſome to the new proprietors. 
MARSHAL duke de Noailles arrived at the 
camp before Bergen-op-Zoom on the 24th: the 
| fame evening he went into the town, and had 
great difficulty to find a lodging; he left it 
next morning and went to Antwerp. 
M. DE LOwENDAHL's army decamped on 
the 25th, and went to reſt at Capelle: from 
whence it marched on the 27th to the adjacent 
parts of Antwerp; where it remained peaceably 
till after the reduction of Frederick-Henry, 
Lillo, and la Croix, which concluded the 


campaign. 
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T HEtakingof Bergen- op- zoom did no lefs ele 
aſtoniſh the allies. than the F rench 2 
themſelves, who deſpaired of M. de to 
Lowendahl's ſucceſs : that town is ſmall, but tri 
pretty, and one of the ſtrongeſt places in the th 
Low Countries; on account both of the fortih- 8 
cations which the enginter Cohorn (the Dutch 1 
Vauban) had added to it, and the marſhes which 700 
ſurround it. The prince of Parma in vain at- 70¹ 
tempted the ſiege of it in 1581 ; and M. Spino- die. 
la likewiſe miſcarried in 1622 after loſing ee L. 
than ten thouſand men : it belongs to the Dutch or, 
who always keep a numerous garriſon in it. ar 
The conquelt of this fortreſs which had intimi- ; 
dated Louis XIV. himſelf, victorious, as he was, 60} 
in four other provinces of Holland, feemed to 704 
be preſerved for the conqueror of Ockſakou. my 
As ſoon as the king received the news of it, MW 227 
his majeſty conferred on M. de Lowendahl the th, 
dignity of marſhal of France, and ordered the 67 
following letters patent to be n 8 th, 


E 
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Zo S, by the grace of God. king of 
France and Navarre ;.. to all whom theſe 
preſent letters may concern, greeting. The 
celle, grandeur, glory, and Preſer- 
vation of this monarchy being due to the mi- 
litary claſs, the kings our predeceſſors have 
always been careful to beſtow the moſt diſtin- 
guiſbed recompences on thoſe of their ſubjecis 
who had fignalized themſelves in their ar- 
mies; and to engage in their ſervice, by the 
bapes of participating in them, firangers 
whoſe reputation declared their talents. By 
elevating ſome of them to the dignity of mar- 
Hal of France, they put them in a condition 
to ſupport, with quthority, the commands in- 
truſted to them, and raiſed, at the ſame time, 
the emulation of thoſe who felt themſelves ca- 
pable of imitating them. Theſe examples, of 
which we equally feel the firength and juſtice, 
joined 10 ibe multiplied proofs which our 
dear and well-beloved Wotdanar, count of 
Lnwendabl, and of the empire, knight of our 
orders, one of our lieutenant-generals in our 
armies, has given of his underſtanding, his 
courage, his capacity, and of all the talents 
which can be defired in a general of an ar- 
my; and the particular zeal and affection 
which we know him to be inſpired with for 
the good of the flate and the glory of this 
crown, have determined us to beſtow on him 
this bigh dignity and charge, Deſcended, 
| «3 On 
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by his grand. fatber, from the royal houſe of 


Denmark, be began in 1713 to carry arms 


in Poland, as a fimple ſoldier, and after paſ- 
ing through the different degrees of low off: 
cer, enſign, and aid major, he was made a 
captain in the regiment of Guido Staremberg 


in 1714. The empire not being in war at 


that time, he obtained permiſſion to go and 


ſerve as volunteer in the troops of Denmark, 


He borea part in the fight of admiral Zorens- 
Keld againſs the Swediſh fleet, and at the tak- 
ing of Marſtrand, tebich was the conſequence 

thereof : war breaking out in Hungary be 
went thither in 1716, and ſerved with bis 
company at the battle of Peter-Waradin, 
and at the ſiege of Temeſwar : he was made 

captain of grenadiers in 1717, and ſerved 
in that quality at the battle of Belgrade. In 


1718 be was ſucceſſively ſent to Naples, Sar- 
dinia, and Sicily, where he was employed in 


the defence of the citadel of Meſſina : he was 
preſent at the fight of Melazzo, at the fiege 
ef that place, ond at the battle of lag 
ville. Afterwards he had the direflion of 


tbe fieges of the caſtles of Caſtellaæ, and of 


 Gonzague : he was concerned in all the ac- 
tions of that war till 1721, when the peace 
being concluded, he returned to Poland, where 
king Auguſtus gave him the command of his 
guard. knights and of a regiment of infantry, 
Always occupied in the ſtudy of the military 


ſcience, he employed the leiſure time, which 


the 
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the following years gave bim, in making him- 
ſelf thoroughly acquainted with what belongs 
to the artillery and engineering, "till 1728, 
when he was made camp-marſhal, and in- 
ſpector- general of the Saxon infantry: he 
paſſed in Corſica the campaigns of 1730 and 
1731, With ſeveral officers, of whom the king 
F Pruſſia intruſted him with a part. The 
death of of king Auguſtus happening in 1733, 
gave him new occaſions of figualizing his va- 
lour in the defence of Cracow : he made the 
campaign of 1734 on the Rhine under the or- 
ders of prince Eugene, and in 1735 he com- 

manded the auxiliary infantry of Saxony in 
the imperial army : the general eſteem which 
be had acquired inibeſe different nations en- 
gaged the Czarina to give bim an invitation to 
enter into ber ſervice, which be accepted, and 
was received in 1736 in quality oflieuteuant- 
general of the army and artillery : he com- 
manded the aſſault of Ockſakow, and the 
place was carried: the following winter he 
was ſent to the frontiers of the Krim, and 
after the campaign of 1738, which be made 
in the deſarts over againſt Bender, he was 
charged with the defence of the Ukraine, 
commanding an army of forty thouſand men: 
he had a great hand in the conqueſt of Kho- 
(im in 1739,andin gaining the battle which 
preceded it: this year he was made general 
in chief of the Ruſſian armies ;, and governor. 
general of the duchy of Eſtonia and Revel; 
Ko 4 "2 nn 
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aud the war being declared betwint Sweden 


and Ruſſia, he made two campaigns in Fin- 
land, under the orders of general Lafly, at 
the bead of a ſeparate body, and contributed 
principally to the ſucceſſes with which they 
were accompanied. I. was in theſe circum- 
ftances that having offered to enter into our 
ſervice, we thought «ve could not make a bet- 


ter acquiſition than that of a general of ſuch 


aiftinfiien, and we thought proper to give 
bim the rank of lieutenant-general in our ar- 


mies, the Iſt of September 1743: the fol. 


lowing year he juſtified the good opinion ue 
had of him in the manner he ſerved us at the 
ſieges of Menin, Ypres, and Furnes; from 
whence having paſſed into Alſace to reinforce 


the army on the Rhine, he commanded the 


van-guard when it marched againſt prince 
Charles the queen of Hungary's general; be 
repuiſed, during three days march, the light 
troops who were conſtantly moleſting him; and 


on the 23d of the month of Auguſt, at the 


| bead of a detachment of 2000 horſe, and 


1000 foot, poſted himſelf in ſuch a manner, 


that a body double his number durſt not med- 
dle with him, and gave time to marſhals No- 
ailles and Coigni to come with an army and 


force them to repaſs the Rhine. The fiege of 


Fribourg was the conſequence of this retreat : 


although count Lowendah! was not inthe 
trenches when the attack was made upon the 
covered way, he went however by an exceſs 


I 
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of zeal, and was wounded with a musket- 
ſhot, vhich made us afraid for bis life. In 
the campaigu of 1743, ſerving under our or- 
ders in the army of Flanders, he commanded 
the reſerve at the battle of Fontenoy; and 
tharged at the head of the brigade of Nor- 
mandy the Engliſh column which bad pene- 
irated into the center of our army, which 
greatly contributed to the viflory we oblain- 
ed: having after- this advanced towards 
Oudenarde with a bedy of 5000 men, on 
pretence of blocking up that place, be leſt it in 
the night of the gth of July; and by a march” 
which our enemies could not foreſee arrived 
at. Ghent, _ ſurprized the town by ſcalode, 
took four bunared Engliſh priſeners, made 
himſelf maſter of the equipages, a magazine 
of artillery and proviſions.; and two days af 
ter obliged the garriſon of the caſtle, conſiſi- 
ing f 700 men, to undergo the ſame fate. 
The ſatisfaktion we had in his conduct upon 
an expedition of that importance, determined 
us to truſt bim with that which we had pro- 
̃jelled againſt Oudenarde, Oftend, and New- 
port, Although the ſecond of theſe places 
Was ſupported by ſeveral ſhips of war at an- 
chor in its road, be placed with ſo much Skill 
bis troops and batteries, that be cloſed.up 
| the entry to the harbour; and the governor 
fearing to be carried by form, capitulated 
the ſame day of the attack of the covered-way, 
all ie works A5 the body of the place being 
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yet untouched : Newport made no greater xe. 
ſtance, and though by its inundation it wa; 
only acceſſible by a narrow piece of ground, 
ſcarce was the fort of Wirwou carried, 
rohen tbe garriſon ſurrendered priſoners of 
war. It was upon his return from thi; 
campaign, that, in order to give him a mark 
ef the eſteem which we have for his perſon, 
wwe honoured him with a place among the 
knights of our orders, at the promotion of the 
1/2 of Fanuary 1746 : in the ſame year tr 
enemies having advanced to the Getthes to 
attempt ſuccouring Cbarle-Roi; and our ni 
dear and well-beloved coufin M. Saxe, after 
be bad ſtopped them at the opening of the Vive. 
ftars, having marched to him then incamped 
upon the Maeze, gave the charge of his rear- 
guard to count Lowendahl, who diſpoſel 
things with ſo much 5kill, that the enem 
durſt never execute the projet? they bal 
formed to atiack him, The army of the al- 
lies baving been forced to repaſs the Moeze, 
count Lowendabl was employed under the or- 
ders of our moſt dear and well-beloved couſin 
tount Clermont, in the conduct of the ſiege of 
Namur, and bore à good part in the rapidi- 
ty of that conqueſt : in fine, he has ſurpaſſed 
our hopes in the courſe of this preſent cam- 
paign : he began by the ſieges of the towns of il 
Ecluſe and Saus van Gand; and while ow W . 
' Troops were reducing the other places and ; 
forts of Dutch Flanders, he made ſuch _ 
LS * [1083 
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ſtions for the defence of the city of Antwerp» 
that our enemies abandoned the projett they 
bad formed of attacking it, He bas juſt 
ended the campaign by ſhewing his talents in 
their brigbteſt light at the fi ege of Bergen- 

op- zoom: an undertaking in vain attempted 
y the greateſt captains of the preceding ages; 
and ſo eee by count Lowendabl that he 
carried the place by ſtorm, although Support- 
ed by a body of troops, whoſe communication 
could not be interrupted, and who, by a pre- 
cipitate flight, left us maſters of their camps 
and forts which defended it, On a view of 
ſo many ſhining actions and ſuperior quali- 
ties, by which their ſucceſs was ſecured, we 
have judged that it would be equally juſt and 
neceſſary for the good of our ſervice not to 
delay any longer a recompence to which his 
merit bas ſo juſt a title: Be it known, that, 
for theſe cauſes, and other conſiderations, us 
thereunto moving, we have made, conſtituted, 
ordained, and eſtabliſhed, and by theſe pre- 
ſents, ſigned with our hand, we make, conſti- 
Inte, ordain, and eſtabliſh, the ſaid count 
 Lowenaabl marſhal of France, and the ſaid 
tate and office (which we have newly creat- 
ed and augmented, and which in bis favour 
we create and augment, beſides and above 
_ thoſe wwho are at preſent ) 2w8 have given, 
granted, and we give and grant him to have, 
Hold, and henceforth exerciſe, enjoy, and uſe, 
with the honours, authorities, prerogatives, 
K 6 | Fre- 


204 Hiſtory of Maurice, Count Saxe, 


 preeminences, franchiſes, liberties, wages, 


aàgppoinimenis, penſions, rights, powers, fa- 


culties, revenues, and emoluments belonging 


thereto, ſuch, and ſuch like, and in the jams 
manner as the other marſhals of France have, 


take, or enjoy, even though it be not particu. 


tarly declared nor ſpecified, ſo long as it is 

our pleaſure. We command and order all 
gur lieutenant-generals, gouernars, captains, 
chiefs, and conductars of our troops, and all 
our officers and ſulijects, that they make, ſuf- 
fer, and allow, the ſaid count Lowendabl to 
enjoy and uſe the ſame, together with all bere 
above contained, fully and peaceably, and to 
obey and liſten to bim in the things touching 


and concerning our ſervice, in the ſaid quali- 


ty of marſhal of France. For ſuch is our 


pleaſure. In teſtimonywhereof we have cauſed 


our ſeal to be put to theſe ſaid preſents. 


5 Given at the camp of Hamel, the 17th of 


September 1747. 
Signed Lovis : and lower, by the king, 
Signed DE VoyER D'ARGENSON. 


Tux king ſet out on the 23d from the army, 


to return to Verſailles, where he arrived the 25th, 
but before his departure he ordered the abbe de 


la Ville, his miniſter at that time in Holland to 

make the following declaration to the States- 
General. | 91 

TER king ſtill purſues the ſame principles. 

His majeſty {till animated with a deſire to 

<< render peace not only to his ſubjects, but 1 
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wiſe to all the nations who feel the miſeries 
of war, has neglected nothing to inſpire his 
enemies and their allies with the ſame ſenti- 
ments. The ſteps which, in conſequence 
thereof, the king has taken for more than five 
years, particularly with your high mightineſ- | 
ſes, are known to all Europe; ; but the purity 


of his majeſty's intentions has hitherto met 


with nothing but inflexibility on the part of 


his enemies; and the efforts he has made to 


terminate the war have been only attributed 


to his being unable to continue it. The king, 
who had hop ed that his declaration of the 17th 


of April laſt would have produced ſome ef- 
fect, has ſeen with concern that it has not 
been anſwered but by meaſures and proceed 
ures very oppoſite to the diſpoſitions which 
his majeſty had manifeſted gy and the ſilence 


- which the States General have affected, would 


ſeem to intimate that they have R ha- 
tred to friendſhip, the deſolation of their 
country to the repoſe of their people, illuſion 
to truth, and particular intereſts to the felicity 
of the whole body of the republic. : 
IN the mean time his majeſty was willing 


to ſuſpend his judgment on his hopes; and * 
changes which happened in the interior ad- 


miniſtration of the republic has made none in 


the king's ſentiments. But every thing has 


limits; and his ma jeſty thinks himſelf ob- 
liged, for the lt of his ſubjects, and of 
the people whom he has conquered, to con- 
tinue the means capable of depriving his ene- 
mies of the reſources which they find ſo 

bundantly in the ſtates of the republic, — 


which have been extended far-beyond the : 
tenure of treaties, to which it has ſo often ap- 
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<< pealed. The king is willing ſtill to make i in- 
c timation to their high mightineſſes, that the 
* motives which in the beginning of this cam- 
% paign forced him to cauſe his troops to enter 
<< the territories of the United Provinces, may 
require that the general of his army direct, 
* according to the fame plan, his farther mea- 
e ſures, both for the operations and ſubſiſtence 
<« of his majeſty's troops. 
THE king, more affected with public cala- 
& mity than intent upon his own aggrandize- 
ce ment, ſtill deſires, with the ſame eagerneſs 
and anxiety, that the States ſhould only make 
* uſe of their power and credit with their allies, 
& to inſpire them with a deſire of a general re- 
* conciliation. It is with the moſt ſenſible re- 
<< gret that his majeſty ſees himſelf obliged al- 
« ways to have recourſe to arms, in order to 
obtain at laſt a peace, which he ought to ex- 
* pect from moderation alone, and from ſenti- 
ments of humanity, which ought to be com- 
«© mon to all nations.” 
Ix the beginning of the month of November 
the armies ſeparated te go into winter quarters ; 
and, after providing for the ſecurity of all the 
| places, M. Saxe left Bruſſels to repair to Paris, 
where he arrived on the 19th of December, and 
went next day to Verſailles. M. Belle-iſle was 
likewiſe there, being returned from the army of 
Italy; and theſe two generals conferred often with 
the king upon the operations of the enſuing 
campaign. 

As it had pleaſed the king before he left the 
army to name M. Saxe commander-general of 
the Low Countries lately conquered, the brevet 

was made out the 12th of January of the year 
1748, in the onen terms. 
LOUIS, 


n 
. RA 
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LOUTS, by the grace of God, king of 
France and Navarre: To: our moſt dear and 
well. beloved couſin marſhal count Saxe, marſbal- 
general of our camps and armies, greeting, 
The importance of the ſervices you have rendered 
us hitherto, does not permit us to doubt that we 
cannot confide in better hands the general com- 
mand of the countries which your valour and 
experience have ſubjected to our obedience ; of 
which you have given us the moſt ſhining proofs 
in the battles we have gained over our enemies 
at Fontenoy, Racoux, and Lawfeld ; and in the 
ſieges of more than ſixteen fortified towns, which 
you have conducted with ſo much vigour and 
prudence, in the middle of winter and waters, 
that our enemies have been obliged every where 
to yield to the ſuperioriy of our arms, in aban- 
doning all the provinces which they poſſeſſed be- 
twixt the Maeze and the ſea. | 

THIS feries of proſperities is an evidence to 

18, the ſucceſs with which you will preſerve con- 
queſts, which you have had ſuch a ſhare in; and 
the zeal which we know you have for our ſervice, 
is a ſolid ſecurity to us of the attention with © 
which you will apply yourſelf to ſupport and 
maintain our new ſubjetts. For theſe cauſes, 
and other good conſiderations, us thereunta mov- 
ing, we have commiſſioned, ordained, and eſta- 
bliſhed you, and by theſe preſents, ſigned with 
our hand, we do commiſſion, ordain, and ęſta- 
bliſh you, general commander of all our places, 
towns, forts, and countries, which, ſince the 
commencement of the war, have been ſubjetted is 
our dominion in the whole extent of the Low- 
Countries; for to have, hold, and henceforth 
exerciſe the ſaid general command, with the 
LAT hond urs, 
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Honours, authorities, prerogatives, pre-eminences, 


Freedoms, liberties, ſalaries, appointments, eſta- 


_ Sliſhments, penſions, rights, fruits, profits, re- 
Venues, emoluments, which we have annexed o 


it, with power to provide all things which ſhall 
regard the gaod 75 our ag; and of our con- 
cern, in the ſaid provinces of new conqueſt; to 


contain our ſubjects and inhabitants of the == 


in the obedience which they owe us; to make them 
live in harmony aud friendſhip with one another; 3 
and in caſe any quarrels. happen among them, to 


put an immediate ſtop to them; caufing thoſe to 
be puniſbed by our Judges who ſhall be found guilty; 


to cauſe our tdifts and ordonnances to be invio- 
lably obſerved, and to cauſe obedience to be given 
to the ſentences, decrees and judgments of our ſu- 
| perior and other juriſdiftions ; to order all our 


ſubjects of what quality or rank they may be in 


the extent of the ſaig general command, what 
ſhall be er the good of our ſervice, according to 
the arders you ſhall receive from us, er as occa- 


ſions fhall require; as aljs to all particular go- 
vernors of towns and places, to all officers and 


_ qulitar, People, eſtabliſhed in garriſon or other- 


« command, what ſhall be neceſſary to keep them in 


ſafety ; to take care that the roads, bridges, and 


paſſages, may be free and ſafe ; to cauſe rubbers, 


and others guilty of crimes, to be puniſhed ; to- 


give a helping hand to the raiſing and recovery of 
eur revenues; to make them be brought into our 


treaſury. by the proveſts-martial, and to give 
them what aſſiſtance ſhall be neceſſary ; 3 to com- 
mand and aſſemble before you, when it ſhall te. 


neceſſary, the nobility, officers of juſtice, magi- 


firates, people of the law, ſyndic, burghers, and 
ACS of — and — People of all 


rank 


iſe, in the towns and places within the general 2 


_w oe > *» 2 


"ig 


ranks and conditions whatever ; to hear and re- 
cerve from them complaints, if they have any to 
make ; to give us notice of them, and of all other 
things that we may iſſue ſuch orders as we ſhall 
think fitting; to be watchful that no attempt be 
made upon the towns and places of the ſaid pro- 
vinces; to viſit them at all times when you ſhall 
judge it neceſſary; to ſee if they be in a ſtate of 
defence; to arder reparations and ſupplies of am- 
munitton that ſhall be needful; to fend in caſe of 
neceſſity the captains and ſoldiers who are or ſhall 
be within the ſaid general command, ta any of the 
ſaid towns and places, which you ſhallghink proper, 
to guard them againſt the enterprizes of our ene- 
mies ; to attack by open force or otherwiſe thoſe 
poſſeſſed by them ; to reduce them to our obedience, 
and if any rebellion, diſobedience, or other lite 
caſes ſhould happen within the ſaid general com- 
mand, to fall upon the authors and the guilty,. 
and cauſe them ta be puniſhed; ta order and 
gather together, upon occaſion, what number of 
troops, within the ſaid general command, you 
ſhall think needful ; to convoke, by proclamation, 
notified by the proveſts-marttal, the nobility, and 
other perſons, to your aſſiſtance ; to order the 
diftributton and lodgings of the ſoldiery paſſing 
and ſojourning in the ſaid provinces ; and like- 
wiſe of their proviſions, as much as poſſible: to 
the eaſe of the people; to cauſe regular muſters 
and reviews be made of the troops, that the num- 
ber. may be complete; and generally ts do in theſe 
Provinces all that you ſball judge neceſſary for 
their preſervation, and the good of our ſervice; 
fo as we might do our ſelues, if we were preſent 
in perſon, although the caſe ſhould even require a 
more ſpecial command than theſe preſents carry, 
and that ſo long as it ſhall be our pleaſure. So 
. 5 gde 
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truſty perſons holding our ſuperior and provincial 
courts of the ſaid Low-Countries newly conquered, 
and to all other our juſtices and officers to whom 
it ſhall belong, that they make, ſuffer, and allow 
you to enjoy and uſe fully and peaceably, the ſaid 
general command of the Low-CGountries, and of 
all here above contained, in the form and manner 


aforeſaid ; together with the honours, authorities, 


pre-eminences, freedoms, liberties, and immu- 


nities, eſtabliſhments, ſalaries, penſions, rights, 


fruits, profits, revenues, and emoluments, which 


we have allotted to the ſaid general command; 


and to maſte jour ſelf be obeyed by all thoſe, and in 


the manner that is fitting, in the things touching 


or concerning the ſame, without permitting or 


Suffering that any trouble or hindrance ſhall be 


given you. Me hereby O R D E R all bailiffs, 


ee proveſts, their lieutenants, and all other 


Judges and officers, magi/irates, mayors and ſhe» 
7, ſyndics, burghers and inhabitants, captains 
and conduttors of our troops, both horſe and foot, 


French and firangers, to obey you in the ſaid 
general command, We enjoin and command the 


aforeſaid officers, and every one of them, to cauſe 
theſe preſents to be read, publiſhed, and regiſtered 


every where, as may be neceſſary. We further- 


more COMMAND all our treaſurers and 


recetvers to whom it ſhall belong, to pay and 
deliver unto you in ready caſh, in the terms and 


manner by us ordained, the appointments which 
we have allotted, in producing a copy of theſe : 


preſents duly compared for once only, with your 
diſcharge, which ſhall be in this reſpect ſuſji- 
cient, It is our will that all which ſhall be by 
them paid to you, upon the afareſaid occaſion, 


ſhall be paſſed and allowed in the expence of 


Ihbheir 


give we in commandment to our wwell- beloved and 
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their account, to whomſoever it ſhall belong : 
FOR SUCH IS OUR PLEASURE. 
Given at Verſailles the 12th of January, 
1748, and of our reign the thirty third. 
Signed Lovis; and lower is written BY 
THE KING, M. P. pt VO VER D*'ARGEN- 
soN; with a flouriſh, and ſealed with the 
great ſeal of yellow wax. 


Al r nove there were on \ foot during the 
winter ſeveral negociations to pave the way to 


a general reconciliation, and it was even agreed 
betwixt the parties intereſted to form a new 


congreſs at Aix-la-Chapelle, yet that did not 
hinder them in France from taking all the ne- 
ceſſary meaſures for puſhing the operations with 
more vigour than before : and, in effect, orders 
were ſent to make the troops leave their winter- 
Tae in the beginning of March; and their 


eparture was ſo ſudden, that they had not time 
to wait either for the recruits, or the abſent 


officers. 
M. SAxk ſet ol from Paris on the 18th of 
the ſame month, and arrived on the 20th at 


Bruſſels, where he made his entry in his new 


quality of general commander of the Low-Coun- 


tries. According to his plan of operations, 


Maeſtricht was the principal object of them; 
and after conferring with M. Lowendahl, he 


gave his orders to all the generals according to 


which each was to act. 

MEN time the allies were very quiet in their 
quarters, not imagining that the French could 
undertake any thing as yet; but when they ob- 


ſerved the ſeveral motions which M. Saxe made, 


they began on their ſide to move alſo, and to 


aſſemble their troops with all the diligence they 
could. 


"ba 


Wh Lo 
ah 7 
* , 

SKA. 


2 12 History of Maurice, Count Aare. 


could. The French general endeavoured to 


make them believe that he had a deſign upon 
Breda, or Steenbergen; and for that end, he 
ordered the troops, Who had wintered in the 
conquered countries, to reaſſemble upon the 
rivers Vlle and Nethe, and thoſe of the three 
biſhopricks to march towards Hainault and 
Brabant. The better ſtill to ſucceed in his 
deſign, he cauſed a train of artillery, with large 
magazines, to be prepared at Antwerp; and 
went thither himſelf on the 3oth of March with 
his field officers. At the ſame time he cauſed 
a report to be ſpread that M. de Lowendahl 
Was to join him there with his diviſion. In- 
dependant of theſe meaſures, which were ſuf- 
ficient to put the allies upon a wrong ſcent, on 
the 31ſt he ſent the count d'Eſtrees to the 
heathy. grounds beyond the Nethe ; and on the 
2d of April following, put himſelf at the head 
of the troops who were to protect a convoy de- 
ſigned for Bergen-op- Zoom. 

THe allies being informed of the departure 
of this convoy, made diſpoſitions to attack it 
with a body of 25 or 30,000 men; but durſt 


not execute their deſign ; ſo that M. $ 5 after 


conducting his convoy, and viſiting the repa- 
rations. which M. de owendahl had cauſed to 


be made at Bergen-op-Zoom, returned the 


ſame day to Antwerp; and the next day went 
to Tirlemont, where he found the firſt diviſion 
of the troops, commanded. by M. de la Tour 
Maubourg ; and being joined there on the 4th 
and 5th by the two diviſions under the orders 
of meſſieurs Lautree and Graville, he marched 
on the 5th to St. Tron, and on the 6th to 
Tongres ; without meeting any other troops 
lathe route than the Buſßers; ; ae 
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quantities of forrage which they abandoned, 
made it plain that the allies did not expect to 
be prevented, | _ * 

A New diviſion being arrived on the jth at 
Tongres, M. Saxe ſet-out from thence on the 
$th, at the head of the van- guard of the army; 
directing his march to Smermaans on the lower 
Maeze, over which he made ſome companies 
of grenadiers to paſs immediately who took poſ- 
ſeſſion of the caſtle of Opharen; a neceſſary 
poſt to cover the head of the bridge, which 
they placed during the night. As ſoon as the 
bridge was finiſhed, M. Saxe detached a body 
of 1800 men to diſperſe ſome troops of the 
enemy, who marched by files towards the 
Guelle. The diviſions, which had come with 
the general, encamped bekind the rivulet of 
Lonaken. On the ꝙth another diviſion, which 
marched along the Demer, under the orders of 
M. de -Fitz- James, arrived alfo at this camp; 
and M. de Breye advanced towards the moun- 
| tain of St. Peter, as well to cover it, as to fa- 
vour the conſtruction of a bridge which they 
threw over the High-Maeze below Viet. 
M. LowENDAHL arrived the ſame day on 
the other fide of the Maeze, oppoſite to M. 
Saxe. As it was impoſſible to inveſt Maeſtricht 
white the enemy had an army behind it; M. 
Saxe's deſign, in making M. Lowendahl march 
on the right ſide of the Maeze, was to attack 
the enemy's camp behind, if they were deter- 
mined to keep it, or to draw their attention 
towards the Upper-Maeze, in order to throw 
the more eaſily a bridge over the water below 
the town. F 

TRE count d Eſtrees, after having threatened 

Breda, had orders, on his ſide, to direct his 
81 5 Yo | | march 
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march for Peer and Bray, to keep the enemy ſo 
in reſpect, in caſe their troops, who were at th 
Breda and Bois- le- Duc, ſhould attempt to de- th 
ſcend towards Maeſtricht. „„ w 
AFTER different marches and counter- ak 
marches, which made it difficult for the allies re 
to penetrate into the true deſigns of the French, "a 
the body commanded by M. Lowendahl in- ſi 
veſted Maeftricht on the right (or eaſt) ſide of to 
the Maeze. This is a city of the Low-Coun- be 
tries, divided by that river in two parts, which of 
have different names. That which is fituated a 
on the left bank of this river is properly W 
Maeſtricht ; and they name that on the right in 
Wick; the two parts are joined by a fine bridge. b 
TE quarters of M. Lowendahl was eſta- 01 
bliſhed at Burharen, and that of M. Saxe at 
the abbey of Hocht. M. de Breze occupied, 
upon the heights of fort St. Peter, the ſame fi 
camp which M. d*Eftrees had the laſt campaign, ti 
betwixt the Maeze and the Jar; and he cauſed * 
a bridge to be thrown over-againſt Oſt. M. + 
de St. Germain marched on the I Ith with the 5 
three battalions of the regiment of Limouſin, in 
the regiment of Baſſigny, the dragoons and Wl m 
huſſars, excepting the regiment of Rougrave, tt 
to go and conſume a magazine which the allies 8 


had abandoned at Fauquemont. M. d'Eſtrees 
advanced to Peer with the troops under his 
orders. | . 

THe inveſtment of Maeſtricht, upon the 


right ſide of the Maeze, having been completed tl 

by the 13th of April 1748, on the 14th M. C 

Saxe Cauſed the brigades to be formed accord- at 

ing to order of battle; and on the 1 5th at night a8 

the trenches were opened by 6000 workmen. ut 

The works of this ſiege were puſhed-on mo = 2 
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 ſo-much vigour, and the artillery ſo-well ſerved, 
that on the 4th of May M. Saxe judging every 
thing ready for a general attack on the covered- 
way, made all the neceſſary diſpoſitions to 


execute it that evening: but about noon he 


received a letter from the duke of Cumberland, 
acquainting him that the preliminaries were 
ſigned, and propoſing to deliver- up the town 
to him, on condition that the garriſon ſhould 
be allowed to march-out with all the honours 
of war. Hereupon a ceſſation of arms was 
agreed-on for 48 hours; at the expiration of 
which the capitulation was drawn-up in writ- 
ing, and ſigned by M. Saxe on one part, and 
by baron d'Aylva, commander in Maeſtricht, 
on the other, in theſe terms : 0 


* 


RR. — 


Article I. AS affairs are on the point of a 
ſincere reconciliation, and a reciprocal reſtitu- 
tion of conqueſts, the general of the city of 
Maeſtricht, of the place of Wick, and of the 
forts which belong to them, demands that the 
ſame may be occupied by a garriſon divided 
into two equal parts; one half the troops of his 


moſt Chriſtian majeſty; the other half thoſe of 
the States, under the command of their neceſ- 


ſary chief. e 5 
Rkruszgp. The town and forts ſhall be de- 
livered wholly to the troops of his moſt 
_ Chriſtian majeſty. | . 
II. Tha the troops of the States exceedin 
the half of thoſe put in garriſon by his nil 
Chriſtian majeſty, ſhall march-out completely 
armed, and with all marks of honour, as well 
as with the neceſſary ammunition, baggage, and 


uſual effects, according to cuſtom on changing 


garriſon, | 
| RxFvsED, 
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REFUSED, pon account of the firft article, 
III. Tram the magazines, arſenals, arms, 


cannon, and, in general, all the equipages of 


war ; as alſo the fortifications, and every thing 


belonging to them, ſhall remain in the ſame 


fate, in which they ſhall be delivered, and 


ſhewn to the commiſſaries of his moſt Chriſtian 
majeſty ; without diminiſhing, demoliſhing, or 
deſtroying them, that they may be reſtored in 


the fame condition they were at the entry of 
REFUSED. An inventory only fhall be taken 
| bona fide, of the effects and ammunition in 
the place. l | 
IV. TRE number of the State's troops ex- 


ceeding, and equivolent to thoſe which ſhall be 


put in garriſon in the town, ſhall depart in the 
manner marked in the ſecond article, thrice 
twenty four hours after the preſent capitulation 


is agreed-on and figned ; and this number of 


troops ſhall have liberty to go, or ſhall be con- 


ducted with a reaſonable eſcort, to Bois-le- 


Duc, by the ſhorteſt way, and by the villages 


of Aſch, Villette de Bree, Agulem, and other 


places in the neighbourhood, capable of lodging 


this number, who being unprovided with tents 


will be obliged to cantoon: this tranſport to 
be performed in the ſpace of ſix days, or a day 


or two more, in caſe of neceſſity. 


GRANTED, for the whole garriſon, which 
ſhall come- out on the tenth current with the 
honours of war ; and out of regard to the 
perſon of M. d' Aylua governor, he may 
carry along with him two mortar- pieces and 
Four cannon, two of twelve, and two of 
three pounders, all with their carriages, 
and twenty four charges for each. 

: 1 VV 


Hiſtory of Maurice, Count Saxe. 21y 


V. TEE ſick and wounded, who are not in 
2 condition to be carried away, ſhall remain in 
the hoſpitals, eſtabliſhed in the town, with the 
phyſicians, ſurgeons, directors, and other peo- 
ple neceſſary to take care of them, till they are 
perfectly recovered, without their number being 
included in the evacuation of the half part; 
but thoſe exceeding the half ſhall be ſent after 
their recovery to the ſame town where the gar- 
riſon ſhall have been conducted. 
GRANTED for the whole garriſon, but at 
their own expences. BEDS, . 
VI. TRE priſoners made on both ſides, du- 
ring the ſiege, ſhall be reciprocally, and bona 
fide, diſcharged. . 
GRANTED. Tm, | 
VII. Trax receivers, commiſſaries, and aſ- 
ſiſtants, with thoſe employed in the magazines, 
arſenals, ſluices, tolls, and hoſpitals; the un- 
dertakers of forrage and proviſions, with the 
bother people of that order, who ſhall not be 
neceſſary for the ſervice of the troops of the 
State which ſhall be left them in garriſon, may 
remain ſome time in the town, to regulate their 
private affairs; and in caſe: they ſhould think 
proper to retire elſewhere, ſhall be furniſhed 
with proper paſſports, horſes, and neceſſary car- 
riages, for the tranſporting of their perſons, 
papers, and effects, to the neareſt town within 
the dominions of their High Mightineſſes. 
 GranTED for three months, and they hall 
be furniſhed with paſſports and carriages, 
upon paying for A CM 
VIII. PERMISsTIoN ſhall be granted to the 
general in chief, to the governor, to the other 
general officers, and to the whole garriſon, 
ſupernumerary to that which is to remain, to 
Vol. IE 7 * leave 
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leave their effects, baggage, and even their 
families in the town, till they think proper to 


convey them elſewhere; in which caſe, they 
ſhall be provided with the neceſlary carriages 


and horſes, which ſhall be furniſhed them gratis 
and with which they may paſs freely without 
being moleſted, or viſited on any pretext what- 
Ever. „ 41 
GRANTED, as in the preceding article. 
IX. Trex ſupernumerary garriſon of the State 
ſhall be provided with ſix covered waggons, or 
with twelve covered carts, which are not to be 


_ viſited upon any account or pretext whatever. 


REFUSED. „ | 
X. TRHEIR baggage or other effects not to 


be ſtopped upon account of debt, or any other 


reaſon. | 


Hoftages ſhall be left for the payment of debts, 


I. THe city of Maeſtricht, the three coun- 


tries beyond the Maeze belonging to their High 


Mightineſles, likewiſe the county of Nevęnhoff, 


the eleven precincts of St. Servais, the villages 


of Rodenſchout, &c. ſhall continue to enjoy the 
privileges and exemptions of which they are in 


- poſſeſſion; and as it is not unlikely that the 


faid countries may have been charged, fince 
this city was inveſted, with contributions which 
they have not hitherto been able to pay, it 1s 


hoped that the arrears will be «emitted, both 
on account of an approaching peace,. and the 


ravages they have ſuffered during the confuſions 
of waer. LED 


4 


_ They fall be treated as the reſt of the-con- 


quered countries, 


XII. Tax clergy, and the governor of the 


city of Maeſtricht, of the countries, counties, 
and villages, mentioned in the preceding article, 
LS Ts ED Who 
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who ſhall be of the Reformed, Lutheran, or 
Menoniſt religion, ſhall be maintained on the 
ſame footing they are at preſent, and which has 
been granted them by their High Mightineſſes. 

GRANTED. . 

XIII. THz burghers and inhabitants of the 
town and flat countries, ſhall be allowed to 
remain in their houſes and poſſeſſions, or to 
retire elſewhere, when they think proper, with 
all their effects. 

Thofe whe incline to retire ſhall have au 

months allowed them. 

XIV. Ir it happens that, after ſigning the 
preſent capitulation, any gunners, miners, or ſol- 
diers of the State, ſhould deſert to thoſe of his 
moſt Chriſtian majeſty, they ſhall not receive 
them, but deliver them up to the general officer 
governor ; and. in the ſame manner they who 
ſhall deſert from his moſt Chriſtian majeſty, 
ſhall be directly delivered-up to his majeſty” 8 
commanding officer. 

Me promiſe not to debauch the ſoldier. | 

XV. No repriſals ſhall be made of any kind, 
or on any pretext whatever, upon the governor- 
general, the other governors of the State, gar- 
riſon, or any of che reſt comprized in this ca- 
pitulation. 

Every thing which is juft ſhall be Wks 

XVI. ALL the articles of this capitulation, 
which are capable of a dubious or obſcure ex- 
plication, and ſuſceptible of more than one 
meaning, ſhall be interpreted to the advantage 
of the agel 
All fhall be regulated according to ftria j ice. 
XVII. Tus garriſon of the State ſhall be 
dealt with ſincerity, without ſubterfuge, and 
with diſtinction. 
L GRANTED» 


» 
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GRANTED. 
XVIII. ON theſe endivicne the general 
officer, who is governor of the city, engages 
himſelf to receive the garriſon of his moſt 
Chriſtian majeſty, to deliver the town with its 


fortifications, mines, magazines, and arſenals, 


without any exception, the whole in the fame 
condition they are at preſent ; nevertheleſs on 
the conditions and reſervations ons, moto in the 
third article. 


REFUSED, as to the equal parts of the-; garri- 


on : but an inventory, as already ſaid, oo. 


be made of the arſenats, artillery, and na- 


gazines. 

XIX. For this effect I conſent that the *IY 
ſiegers ſhall take poſſeſſion of one gate. 

The two gates of Wick and of Bruſſels hall 

Be immediately delivered, after fi gning the 
capitulation. 

XX. Tus beſiegers nevertheleſs ſhall not 
enter the town till the number of the garriſon 
be fixed on both ſides; and the ſupernumerary 

perſons, to prevent all confuſion, be gone- out; 
and a bar ſhall be placed before the arch of the 
gate on the outſide, which ſhall be guarded by 
an equal number of men, French and Dutch. 

A bar ſhall be placed b tech gate, which 

hall divide it, and be guarded by men of 
both parties. 

XXI. In the mean time admiſſion ſhall be 


given to the commiſſaries and perfons neceſſary 
by 50 indicate, and confign to them, by way of 


pledge, the mines, magazines, arſenals, and 
other like things; all . honeſtly and fairly, and 
under the reſtrictions ſtipulated in the third and 


* 
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The commiſſaries ſhall go directly into the town 
to perform their functions; and a juft and 
exatt account ſhall be given them of all the 
effedts in the place. I 
Done at the camp before Maeſtricht, the 7th 
of May, 1748. Signed, MAURICE DE 
"DAXE, abd IE. VANCATETA.C 


TEE ſuſpenſion of arms was ſoon generally 
_ publiſhed, both in Flanders and Italy; and the 
plenipotentiaries of the powers at war, or thoſe 
who were intereſted in the peace, proceeded 
with ſo much ſincerity at Aix-la-Chapelle, that 
the difinitive treaty was ſigned there on the 18th 
of October following, to the mutual ſatisfaction * 
of all parties, and principally of the people. 
DukinG the interval betwixt the armiſtice 
and ſigning of the peace, M. Saxe returned to 
court then at Compeigne, to receive the laſt 
inſtructions from the king; and being returned 
to Bruſſels, this general made his public entry 
into Namur: where, having received all the 
honours due to his rank, and his excellent 
merit, judging that his preſence was no longer 
_ neceſſary in the Low-Countries, he remitted ' 
the command to M. du Chayla, and ſet out for 
Fontainbleau, from whence he went to Cham- 
bord about the end of the ſame month of Oc- 
tober. VVVVVC CV | 
Ir was M. le Houx, ſecretary to the em- 
baſſy at the congreſs of Aix-la-Chapelle, who 
was ſent by count Severin to the king, with the 
news of the treaty being ſigned. In the pre- 
amble, which. is very elegant and diffuſe, men- 
tion is made of the motives of the late war ; 
as alſo of the deſire which all the contracting 
powers have teſtified to put an end to it, which 
JJ oe © TE On 
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' occaſioned the congreſs. Afterwards mention 


ie made of all the miniſters-plenipotentiary of 
the powers who have participated in the war, 
| whether asprincipals, or in quality of auxiliaries, 
viz. France, Spain, Hungary, England, Sardinia, 
Holland, Modena, and Genoa. The ſaid treaty 
contained twenty four articles, of which 1 ſhall 
only inſert abſtracts. 


Article I. THEY promiſe mutually, i in the 


molt ſolemn manner, to obſerve religiouſly the 


peace concluded, as well as the articles and 
clauſes therein contained, without ever break- 


| ing them. 


II. TuakRE ſhall be a general and perpetual 


| oblivion, on every fide, of all which paſſed 
during the war. 
III. TRE treaties of Weſtphalia, Madrid, 


Nimiguen, Ryſwick, Baden, the Hague, the 


quadruple alliance of 1718, and the treaty of 


Vienna are all confirmed; in ſo much as no 
derogation has been made by the preſent treaty. 


IV. Tas priſoners taken, and hoſtages given, 


during the war, ſhall be mutually reſtored with- 
out ranſom ; and ſet at liberty | in a month from 


the exchange of ratifications ; but they ſhall be 


obliged to pay the debts which they might have 
contracted. All ſhips of war, and other veſſels, 
taken ſince the times ſtipulated by the ceſſation 
of arms ſhall alfo be reſtored. 

V. ALL the conqueſts made during the war, 


in whatever part of the world they may happen 
to be, ſhall be reſtored. 


VI. THE reſtitutions and ceſſions ſhall be 
made fix weeks after the ratification. The 
places in the Low-Countries, where there have 


been troops of the States-General of the 8 3 
Dro- 
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guarded by their Sarvifons, The artillery found 
in the conquere 
cording to the inventories made-out at the time 


of their ſurrender; excepting however what 
were found at Menin, Ath, Mons, Charleroi, 


and Oudenarde. 


VII. Tre dutchies of P Placeritia, and 


Guaſtalla ſhall be yielded, with all their rights 
and dependancies, to the Infant Don Philip, to 
ſerve him and his male deſcendants for an eſta- 
bliſhment ; under an expreſs clauſe, that theſe 
ſtates ſhall return to the preſent poſſeſſors, in 


caſe the Infant Don Philip ſhould happen to die x 


without male children; or that this prince, or 
ſome of his male deſcendants, ſhould be called 
to the throne of Spain or the T'wo Sicilies. 


VIII. CommrssaRis ſhall be reſpectively 
named to aſſemble at Nice and Bruſſels, to 


ſettle and agree upon the reſtitutions and ceſ- 


ſions mentioned. 


IX. Tur king of Great Britain ſhall end | 
into France two noblemen of the firſt diſtinc- 


tion, -in quality of hoſtages ; who ſhall remain 
there till certain news comes of the evacuation 


of Cape- Breton, and of all the places which 


might have been taken in the Eaſt-Indies. 


PROPER meaſures ſhall be taken that the 
general evacuation ſhall be made in the moſt 


commodious manner for the troops and the in- 
habitants. 


A. Azz. the papers and documents PIE” in 


the towns and ſeized-on, ſhall be reſtored ; 
particularly thoſe of the records of Mechlin. 
XII. TER King of Sardinia ſhall be main- 


tained in the poſſeſſion of all his dominions, 


_ principally thoſe yielded to him in 17433 ex- 
cepting the 22 of the Plaiſantine which he 
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Provinces, ſhall be reſtored; that they may be 


places, ſhall be reſtored ac- 


a. 
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poſſeſſes, and which he ſhall yield to the Infant 
Don Philip ; with a clauſe of the right of re- 
verſion, on the ſame footing as ſtipulated 3 in the 


ſeventh article. 
XIII. TRE duke of Modena ſhall by re- 


e eſtabliſhed in all his dominions. The fiefs 


which he poſſeſſed i in Hungary ſhall be reſtored 
to him, or an equivolent given. Juſtice ſhall 
alſo be done him with reſpect to the allodial 
eſtates which he poſſeſſed in the dutchy of 
Guaſtallaa. 

XIV. THe republic of Genoa ſhall be re- 
eſtabliſhed in all the poſſeſſions which it enjoyed 
before the war. The money which either the 
republic, or private perſons, had in the banks 
of Vienna and Turin, and which had been 
confiſcated, ſhall be returned to them; and the 
payment of intereſts ſhall commence, to run 
from. the day the ratifications are exchanged. 

XV. Trincs ſhall remain in Italy on the 
footing they were before the. war ; excepting 
the ceſſions made to the king of Sardinia, and 
to the Infant Don Philip. | 

XVI. THe affiento-treaty in favour of the 
Engliſh South-ſea company is confirmed; and 
permiſſion is granted them to ſend to the Spa- 
niſh-Indies, for the four following years, an 
extraordinary veſſel to indemnify them for the 
non: enjoyment of this privilege during the war. 

XVII. Tux fortifications of Dunkirk ſhall 
remain as they are on the land-fide ; but the 
ancient treaties ſhall be followed with reſpect 


to the works towards the ſea. 
XVIII. Tux diſputes about the ſums which 


the elector of Hanover pretends to be due to 


him; as alſo that concerning the abbey of St. 
Hubert, ſhall be terminated in afriendly manner. 


XIX. THz 
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XIX. THe article in the treaty of the qua- 
druple- alliance, which ſecures the ſucceſſion to 
the crown of Great-Britain in the houſe of 
Hanover, is confirmed in all its points. 

XX. ALL the dominions which his Britan- 
nic majeſty poſſeſſes in Germany ſhall be gua- 
rantegd to him by the contracting powers. 

XXI. THe faid powers guarantee alſo, in 
the moſt ſolemn manner, the pragmatic ſanction, 
for as much as there is nothing which e 
from it in the preſent treaty. 

XXII. Tux guarantee in the ſame manner 
Sileſia and the county of Glatz to the king of 
Pruſſia, as alſo | 

XXIII. Tun execution of all the articles of 
the preſent treaty. 

XXIV. Taz exchange of rife ſhall 
be made at Aix-la-Chapelle in a month at 
fartheſt, by the 3 of the contracting 
parties, and i in fix weeks by thoſe of the powers 
acceding to the treaty, &c. 

By two other ſeparate articles, it was ſtipulat- 
ed, thatthe titles and precedences which the con- 
tracti ng powers had taken in the preſent treaty, 
— not be deemed as a 2 no more 
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ARSHAL Saxe, covered with glory, 
and loaded with the king's bounties, 
; thought of nothing more, after the 
treaty of peace, but to procure himſelf the 


tranquillity, which he ſtood in need of; and 
with this view retired to Chambord, where he 
made all the Tmpxayements he thought proper 
for his convenieney: he made barracks for his 
regiment e#HuYyans ; and amuſed himſelf daily 
with exerciſing wem in military evolutions, 
p22 He improved more and more. A guard 
Was mounted at his hotel every day, as duly as 
at the kt g's palace. He afterwards cauſed 
ſtalions of wilt. horſes, to be brought from 
Poland and Ruffia, with which he propoſed to 
remount his dragoons. Theſe horſes were ac- 
euſtomed to live on what they found in the 
woods, and brought up hardily; whence he 
pretended that* meeting with a ſcarcity of for- 
rage in thè army, they would bear it better 
than others. His ſtuds were very complete; 


0 he took vaſt delight in them. When the 
regiment | 


wa - 
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regiment of Hullans returned from the army to 
go to Blois and Chambord, M. Saxe made them 
paſs through Paris, and prevailed with the kin 
to ſee them perform their evolutions. Hi 
majeſty, with the royal family and the whole 
court, went to the plain of Sablons, wher 
they found M. Saxe in the Hullan-dreſs at the 
head of the regiment, encamped and ranged in 
order of battle: the king appeared ſo well ſa- 
tisfied with their different exerciſes, that his 
majeſty complemented M. Saxe publicly on 15 
occaſion. All Paris had flocked that day t 
the plain, and every body returned highly 
pleaſed; this ſpectacle having appeared as di- 
vi as new. 
WREN M. Saxe had ſettled his affairs in 
F rance, he reſolved to do the ſame in Ger- 
many, to which country he ſet out. In his way 
he paſſed through Berlin, where he had the 
honour to make his court to the king of Pruſ- 
ſia; who received him with extraordinary 
marks of diſtinction, and retained him about 
him as long as he could. This monarch aſked 
him a thouſand queſtions, one more deep than 
the other, relating to the military art; and the 
conferences upon this ſubject coſt the marſhal 
ſeveral nights. Although the king of Pruſſia, 
on his taking-leave, had thanked him very 
graciouſly for his complaiſance ; yet his majeſty 
added new thanks ſome days after in a letter 
written with his own hand, which bore in ſub- 
ſtance : ** That he was very ſorry he had made 
him ſit-up ſo many nights; that he was too 
„ good an ally of France to have deſignedly 
s attempted upon the repoſe and health of a 
| © hero, ſo dear to it; that he muſt charge the 
_ < treſpaſs upon his curioſity; that the talents 
L 6 « which 
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« which equal private men to ſovereigns, &c.“ 
in ſhort, he concluded by letti him know, 
„That the queſtion being put * days be- 
<« fore, what battle in this age had done moſt 
« honour to the general? Some had propoſed 
c that of Almanza, and others that of Turin; 
<« but, at laſt, all had without diſpute agreed 
& that the battle did moſt honour, where the 
<< general was at the point of death, when it 
„ was fought.” 
| SCARCE: was M. Saxe returned to Chaibres, 
than time began to grow tedious with him, 


being accuſtomed to the tumult of war, which 
was agreeable to his natural inclination, he 


found the calm ſweets of peace inſipid. Al- 
though he daily amuſed himſelf with different 
exerciſes, he had a mind too unbounded for 
his preſent fituation and ſcheme of \life. He 
fought after ſomething which might employ 


him; and the iſland of Tabago ſeemed to de- 


ſerve his attention. Fhat iſland which for- 
merly belonged to different nations, is now 


abandoned and uninhabited, It is ſituated on 


the coaſt of South-America, a little to the north 
of the iſland of Trinidada, or the Trinity. It 


is of a very ſmall extent, and almoſt com- 
poſed of one continued rock, ſo that the ſoit 
s good for little: it is covered with woods 


filled with all kinds of deer. Different powers 
havg attempted ſeveral times to eſtabliſh co- 
lonies in it, without ſucceſs, 

M. SAxk, having heard much talk about 
this iſland, and informed himſelf of its ſituation, 
climate, and ſoil, reſolved to eſtabliſh a colony 
in it, to cultivate it, and make it” uſeful : ac- 
cordingly he gave orders to engage perſons 
proper to execute his deſigns. The . 

wie 
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which he promiſed, made him find people 
enough; and already the firſt embarkation 
was going to be pron #4 when that expedition 
tranſpiring in England and Holland, theſe two 
powers complained of, and oppoſed: it. As all 

things conſidered, che object was not worth 
the diſputes which it might have occafioned, 
the project was given- up. 

HuNnTiING, the care of his horſes, and the 
exerciſe of his regiment, became the ſole oceu- 
pations of M. Saxe. He had alſo workmen con- 
tinually about him, and did not want com- 
pany; for befides the nobility of the country, 
who were no ſtrangers to him, a great many 
of the quality came on purpoſe from Paris to 
Chambord, to pay their court to him. He gave 
ſeveral public entertainments, which were exe 
cuted with that taſte, for which he was all his 
life-time diſtinguiſhed. 

NoTwiTHSTANDING all his care to reſtrain 
his regiment, and caufe order to reign in it, 
yet he often received complaints: but he 
puniſhed the guilty with all the ſeverity ima- 
ginable, and was obliged to make ſeveral ex- 

amples, which at laſt eſtabliſhed a Oe dis- 
eipline. 

Such were the occupations of M. Saxe; ; 
who, in the boſom of plenty, in the midſt of 
pleaſures, in the fineſt air and climate in the 
world, in an inchanted caſtle, at the top of 
grandeurs, paſſed a life which, to appearance, 
was to be of long duration; but death came 
and carried him off, on the Goth of November 
1750, after nine days illneſs. All France 
ſeemed to be ſenſible of the loſs of a man who 
had done ſo much for them ; and the whole 
court expreſſed their concern, in imitation of 


e 
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the king, who was extremely affected with this 
event. 


M. SAxk was bred a Lutheran, 10 he con- : 
ſtantly profeſſed that religion to the day of his 


death, notwithſtanding the different attempts 
which were made to give him a ſight of his er- 
ror. One day cardinal Tencin meeting him in 


the gallery of Verſailles, complimented him af. 


ter the peace on his glorious campaigns, Nothing 


ig wanting, ſaid his eminence to M. Saxe, but e 
one ſingle victory more to give the finiſhing ſtroke 


zo all the reſl, Oh! what is that victory, re- 
plied the marſhal ? If is to combat and conquer 
Luther, anſwered the cardinal. Give me time 
to breath, my lord, replied the marſhal, the peace 
ig as yet too new and freſh to ſpeak to me ſo ſoon 
of combats and a victories, It was with refe- 
rence to his religion, that, after his death, the 
following words were reported to have been 
ſpoken, That it was a great pity a DE PROFUN- 
DIS could not be ſaid for a man who had ſo often 
cauſed TE DEum to be ſung. | 
. LowENDAEHL, who was at Chantbard, 
khine his indiſpoſition, did all that was human- 
ly poſſible to open his eyes to the light of truth, 


which the prejudices. of education had always 
hidden from him; but he ſucceeded no better 
than all thoſe who had attempted his converſion. 


Happy however had it been, if ſuch a fine life 
could have been crown'd by a death as worthy 


of our edification and of our prayers, as he was 


himſelf of our praiſes! after his death the follow- 
ing will was found, which he had made after 


the taking of Bruſſels ; ; and which he _—_— a 


and augmented twice ſince. 
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LAST WIIIL and CopicilLE of his ſerene high- 
neſs monſeigneur marſhal-general,countSaxe, 

depoſited with maſter Fortier, notary at Pa- 
ris, the 3d of December 1750, 


At Paris, March 1. 1748. : 
AVING ſeveral times reflected on the 
accidents attending life, I at laſt reſolved 
to diſpoſe of the eſtate which I might leave be- 
hind me, and which conſiſts in moveables of a 
conſiderable value, as appears by the liſt, both 
in France and Germany, beſides near fix hun- 
dred thouſand livres lodged in different bankers 
hands in France : more, about one hundred and 
twenty thouſand livres in Saxony, payed to M. 
Muldener on my penſions, or to pay as yet; and 
a large diamond called Prague, which is like- 
wiſe in his hands. Beſides I have about ten 
thouſand roubles on the iſland of Wormiſſau, ſi- 
tuated in Livonia; of which M. de Brinken, who 
rents that eſtate by way of farm, has a perfect 
knowledge. 8. 1 
TES E things premiſed, I diſpoſe of my e- 
ſtate in the following manner; after diſcharg- 
ing my debts, of which, however, I have no 
knowledge: believing that I have diſcharged all 
which I had ever contracted, during the whole 
courſe of my life. e e 4:08 
For theſe reaſons I name two teſtamentary 
_ executors, whom I pray to execute this my laſt 
will, to wit, M. de Ertmanſdorff for what is on 
the other fide of the Khine, I ſay M. de Ertmanſ- 
dorff, grand cup-bearer of his majeſty the king 
of Poland, elector of Saxony; and M. Baudry, 
attorney, in the chatelet of Paris, for what I 
leave in France. 4; | | 
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IN acknowledgment of the friendſhip which 


the grand cup-bearer M. de Ertmanſdorff has 
always had for me, I beg he would accept of my 


ring with the diamond called Prague. 


Axp M. Baudry, in acknowledgment of the 
affection with which he has ſerved me, of a 


thouſand Louis & ors, making twenty-four thou- | 


fand livres. 

More, twenty-four thouſand livres to M. Di- 
kau, colonel of my regiment of horſe. 

Monk, twenty-four thouſand livres to M. Gau- 

ders, major of my regiment of foot. | 
Monk, twenty-four thoutand livres to M. de 

HFeldorf, captain of grenadiers i in the ſaid re- 

giment of foot. 

More, twenty-four thouſand livres to M. de 

Pauly, captain in the ſaid regiment. 
Tusk perſons have all followed my for- 

tune for a long time; and I deſire to give them 


marks of my acknowledgment, begging they 


would remember me. 


More, twelve thouſand livres to M. d' Aſtelet, 


who has retired to Blois. 


More, twelve thouſand livres to M. de b 


camp- maſter reformed, and lieutenant of the 
game, at Chambord. 

| Moxrsx, twelve thouſand livres to the ali 
SGQirardon, living at the caſtle of Ecurcuils. 
MoRkkE, a hundred thouſand livres to M. de 
Sourdis-Rabanois. ; 

Moxre, four hundred thouſand livres to count 


Watſdorf, lord of Lichtenval, by way of re- 


ſtitution of the confiſcation which his majeſty 


the king of Poland gave me on the: forfeiture 


of his uncle's eſtate. 

Monk, twelve thouſand livres to wy valet de 
chambre Beauvais. 
"Wu More, 
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Mos, twelve thouſand livres to Hunerkopff, 
my under gentleman of the horſe. _ 
MoRE, twelve thouſand livres to my ſurgeon, 

Rout. 5 
MoRE. twenty-thouſand: livres to my four 

guards, viz: five thouſand livres to each, 

Whoſe names are Grofle, Albregt, Dubrevil, 
and Neu). | 
More, ten thouſand livres to my two chief 
grooms, Philip and Chriſtian, to wit, five. 
thouſand livres to each. 
Monk, five thouſand livres to my dumme. 5 

In remainder of my eſtate in France ſhall 
be given to count Bellegarde, chamberlain to 
the king of Poland, and his miniſter at the 
court of Turin. 

As for what I poſſeſs on the other ide the 
Rhine, and of which I intreat M. de Ertmanſ- 
dorff to take upon him the diſtribution. 

I 61vE and bequeath to Trobick, my ancient 
domeſtic, a thouſand Saxon crowns. + 

To A. M. Muldener, ſecretary of the court, 
a thouſand golden ducats. 

IT oO A. M. count de Friſe, a book which I 
compoſed on war, intitled A RG, and which 
is in manuſcript. | 
All that remains in money ſhall be given to 

madam Louiſa de Metzerat, born of Metzerot, 
to give her a token of my remembrance: 

As for my body, I deſire it may be buried i in 
lime, if that can be done, that, in a ſhort time, 
nothing more of me may remain in the world, 
but my memory among wy friends. 


Signed Mauser DE SAxE. 
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_ Apn1T10N to the holographic * teſtament 
hereto annexed, Ty | 


| Incaſe, by ſome event which cannot foreſee, 


my eſtate in France ſhould not be ſufficient to 


_ ſatisfy the legacies which I have made by this ho- 


lographic teſtament to the perſons and domeſtics 


therein mentioned, and who are on this fide 


the Rhine, the diminution ſhall firſt fall upon 
the part bequeathed to count Bellegarde ; and 
if it be not ſufficient, the executor ſhall take out 


of the count de Watzdorff's what is ſufficient to 


diſcharge theſe legacies ; the eſtate which I leave 
in Saxony, having no connection with what I 


have in France. 


Done at Paris the 5th of March, 1746, 
Signed MAURICE DE SAXE. 


Below is written. 


M. Dr ERTMANSDORFF and M. de Baudry 


being dead, ſince I made the preſent holographic 
teſtament, which I confirm in all the other 
points by this codicille, I conftitute for my teſta- 


mentary. executors M. Muldener, counſellor of 


the court of Saxony, at Dreſden, for what eſtate 
I have in Saxony; and M. de, Prhoheingues, 
heretofore captain of the hundred Swiſs of his 
late majeſty the king of Poland, for the eſtates 
J have in France, and who reſides now at Paris. 

I BeqQuearaH to the former, in acknowledg- 
ment of the ſervices he has rendered me, a thou- 


ſand golden ducats; and to the marquis de Prho- 


heingues, my picture enriched with diamonds, 
of a thouſand Louis d'ores value, at 24 livrez 


* Holographic, ſignifies written and figned by 
the teſtator himſelf, 1 | - 
* : | : | each, 
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each, to wit, the thouſand ducats out of what I 
have in Saxony, and my picture among my 
moveables-in France, es STE 
I Lixzwrst bequeath my great diamond 
named Prague, now in France, in the hands of 
Mr. Fortier, notary, to my nephew count Frife. 

AND I beg his moſt chriſtian majeſty to grant 
him my regiment of light horſe, and my habi- 
tation at Chambord, with the captainry of the 
ſaid Chambord, on condition that he ſhall keep 
up the ſtudd of horſes which TI have eſtabliſhed 
there, to remount the ſaid regiment as occaſion 
ſhall require, J hope, by this diſpoſition, I ſhall 
pteſerve to the king a regiment which cannot be 
matched, and a breed of horſes not'to be equal- ' 
led ; having ſpared nothing to attain to this end, 
and to procure to France a ſort of horſes ſwifter 
than what they now breed; which was wanted 
for the light horſe, and which cannot be pro- 

cured in time of war. In caſe the king grants 
this favour at my moſt humble requeſt, my in- 
tention is that Chambord ſhall remain furniſhed 
as It is, according to the inventory which will be 
found there, to ſerve my nephew count Friſe. 
But if it is his majeſty's pleaſure to diſpoſe of it 
otherwiſe, the moveables and ſtudds ſhall be 
ſold by auction, and the ſum produced added to 
the reſt of my effects which I have in France. 

I BEQUuEATH, moreover, a diamond of twen- 
ty-four thouſand livres value to M. d'Alencon, 
the king's ſecretary, my ancient governor, in 
teſtimony of the affection which he always bore 
me. | . e 

ILIE EwISE bequeath fix thouſand livres to 
Meflac, my valet de chambre, at one payment. 

AND other ſix thouſand livres to Mouret, my 
houſe-keeper, at Chambord, at one payment. 


I BRE 
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I BeqQueATH alſo 20, ooo livresto Mr. Rouf. 
feaux, of Ville-Nieuve, St. George's, at one 
payment. 


SUCH is my laſt will at Paris, the Ift of Ja- 


TO 1748. 
Signed MAURICE DE SAXE. 


THis. teſtament was lodged the 3d. of the 


month of December following; and the king, 


willing to honour the memory of a general, who 


had, during his life, deſerved his confidence in 
all reſpects, not only took upon himſelf to pay 


the expences of his funeral; but likewiſe, out of 
regard to his laſt will, his majeſty granted to 
count Friſe, his nephew, the enjoyment of the 
caſtle of Cbambord, and his regiment of Hullans, 
which now. bears the name of Frie- volunteers. 
By the death of M. Saxe, the large n 


x | Which the king made him were extinguiſhed 


but his majeſty has beſtowed a part of tem 
both on his family, and thoſe who had been a- 


bout him. 


As ſoon, as he was dead, all his officers went . 
into deep mourning, mounted the guard on him 
as if he had been alive; and every half hour a 


cannon fired, untill his departure for Straſpourg, 


weeks after. 


his body ſhould be put into lime, there to be 
conſumed, he was nevertheleſs embalmed, and 
put in a leaden coffin, which was incloſed in an- 


put into a ſilver- gilt box, and the entrails into a 


caſtle 


to which place his corpſe was tranſported hve : 


' THOUGH, by a clauſe of his laſt will, he had 
demanded, in imitation of Saint Mones. that 


other of copper, and this covered with one of 
wood, bound about with iron. The heart was 


e coffin. All which remained in the 
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caſtle of Chambord, till the 8th of January fol- 
lowing, when the convoy departed for Straſ- 
bourg, in a large funeral coach, covered with 
black cloth, and drawn by ſix horſes, with black 
harneſſes. The funeral coach was followed by 
two others, likewiſe covered with black, and ſix 
horſes each. The convoy was eſcorted by a 
hundred Hullan dragoons, with crapes in their 
caſks, and their arms hanging. This march 
continued a-whole month, occaſioned by thebad- 
neſs of the weather. - | 

On the 7th of February, as the convoy ap- 
proached Straſbourg, the chevalier Saint Andrée, 
commander in the province during the abſence * 
of M. Coigni, ſent-out the regiment of Cler- 
mont cavalry to meet it. The corpſe being ar- 
rived at the gate of Salerne, it was ſaluted with a 
12 cannon-ſhot of the rampart; all the bells of 
the Lutheran churches rang, and all the field- 
offlcers, at the head of the infantry, ranged in a 
lane from the gate of the town to that of the 
government, made the ſalute with their arms. 
Tx entry of this funcral-pomp was made in 
the following manner: the regiment of Cler- 
mont cavalry; five hundred Hullan dragoons; 
M. Saxe's ſecond gentleman of horfe, with four 
guards on foot, and dreſſed in black: the fune- 
ral- coach, on the two ſides whereof marched ſix 
footmen ſupporting the cloth which covered the 
coach; grooms who held the horſes by their 
bridles; the Swiſs on foot, and in deep mourn- 
ing. A mourning coach in which was baron 
Heldorff firſt gentleman of horſe, who ſitting 
alone, had at his fide a cuſhion of black. velvet, 
bordered with filver lace; upon which was placed 
a little ſquare coffer, covered with black velvet, 
adorned with ſilver fringes, and n a 
| py | OX 
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box of ſilver gilt, made in the ſhape of a heart, 


in which was incloſed that of M. Saxe. Upon 


the forepart of the ſame coach were two pages 
in weepers. Afterwards came another coach 
like the firſt, in which were the four valets de 
chambre of the deceaſed. This march was 
cloſed by fifty other Hullan dragoons, who 
formed the rear-guard. On the paſſage of the 
funeral-coach, the troops rendered the fame 
honours to the corpſe, as if the marſhal had been 
there in life, and the drums did not ceaſe beat- 
ing marches, | | 
'THE counts of Friſe and Lowenhaupt, 
nephews of M. Saxe, in long cloaks ; M. de 
St. Andre, and ſeveral other general officers, 


attended in the court of the caſtle to receive the 


body; and remained there till it was placed by 
ten gunners on a bed of ſtate dreſſed on pur- 


poſe for it. This bed was made in the taſte of 


a dutcheſs, with a grand imperial of black velvet 


laced with gold and filver, and adorned with 


fringes of the ſame. The inſide was garniſhed 
with a filver mohair; and the curtains, of white 
ſattin, were raifed-up, and tied with black 
crapes by way of ribbons. The hall was hung 
with black from top to bottom, and adorned 
with different emblems, military trophies, 
death's heads, tears, and marſhals ſtaffs, tied 
ſalteerwiſe, with the ribbon of thegvhite cagle, 
and the arms of Saxony and Coyrland. 
" "THERE were two other hall likewiſe hung 
with black, as alfo the front of the hotel and 


the courts. In theſe two halls were the per- 

ſons who were to accompany the funeral-pomp. 
The coffin was covered with a pall of black 
velvet, garniſhed with filver fringes and lace; 
at the four corners hung large ſilver buttons. 


O 
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On the coffin below the velvet, were the heart 
and entrails. Under the imperial, at the head 
of the coffin, were placed a ducal crown, on a 
cuſhion of black velvet; the marſhal's ſtaffs ſet 
a- croſs, and tied with the ribbon of the white 
eagle; his fword with a gold hilt, with the 
ſcabbazd ſalteerwiſe, and the whole covered 
with fine crape. 

Tux four corners of the bed of as were 
lighted with wax candles placed on ftands ; and 
at theſe four corners were four ſtools, for as 
many heralds at arms, who held a marſhal's 
ſtaff in one hand, and a lighted torch. in the 
other. 

Nxxr day, the 8th of February 1751, the 
time appointed for carrying the corpſe to the 
new church of St. Thomas, the proteſtant 
ſtudents and theologians of the college of St. 
William, came to ſing the funeral-canticles at 
the bed of ſtate; and, at noon, when every 
thing was ready for the ceremony, when the 
whole garriſon under arms had made a lane 
from the governor's palace to the new temple, 
and when the cavalry was ranged on all the 
places where the funeral-proceſſion was to paſs, 
the cannon gave the ſignal, the bells of all the 
Lutheran churches began to ring, and the march 
began in the following order. 

Tax hundred Hullan- -dragoons, who had 
eſcorted the corpſe from Chambord to Straſ- 
bourg, marching on foot with the buts of their 
pieces uppermoſt, and their drums covered with 
crape beat dolefully. After them marched a 
man in deep mourning; and immediately after 

him two others in the ſame garb. Every one 
of them carried two large torches of white wax, 


lighted and tied together ſalteerwiſe; and a- 
I | dorned 
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dorned with an eſcutcheon, bearing on one ſide 
the arms of Saxony, and on the other two 


ſtaffs of marſhal of France, alſo falteerwiſe, | 


Three other officers of the deceaſed marched 
next, covered with long black cloaks trailing 
on the ground, the brims of their hats let down, 
and crapes in them hanging to their heels. 
They were followed by the ſtudents of the col- 


lege of St. William, and divines of the Son- | 


feffion of Augſbourg, who ſang during the 


whole march. After them came forty three 


country parſons, depending on the proteſtant 
conſiſtory of Straſbourg; followed by all the 


vicars and preachers of the ſeven proteſtant 
churches of the town: all theſe clergymen were 
in mourning and ceremonial habits. 
IMMEDIATELY after the clergy, marched two 
other officers of the deceaſed, carrying torches 
as the former; then came four trumpeters, with 
the kettle-drummer of the town, cloathed in 
black with crapes, which the trumpets alſo had 
round them ; and the kettle-drums were cover- 
ed with black, which rendered the ſound leſs 
noiſy and more melancholy. Six of the mar- 
ſhal's officers, with torches, ſurrounded two 
heralds at arms; who were followed by the 
Swiſs porter, fix footmen, and four body- 
guards, all in deep mourning. Two gentle- 
men of the horſe, the one carrying the ducal 
crown, and the other the heart, accompanied 
with four pages, went before the coffin, which 
was borne by twelve ſerjeants. Meſſieurs de 
Vibraye, St. Germain, Dupas, and St. Afrique, 
held the four corners of the pall, and were ſur- 


roundled by ten men carrying flambeaux. Three 


of the moſt noted burghers, in deep mourning, 
two heralds, prince Naſſau Sarbrucken, and 
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the counts of Friſe and Lowenhaupt followed 
the corpſe. The chevalier de St. Andre, lieu- 
tenant- general of the king's armies, and com- 
mander in the province of Alface, with a num- 
ber of field officers, and the royal prætor, fol- 
lowed by all the magiſtrates 'of the town, pre- 
ceded the nobility of the province who cloſed 
the march. i 6 8; e 
WEN the convoy was come to the church, 
the coffin was placed on a magnificent catafalk 
with the ducal crown, the marſhal's ſtaffs, the 
ſword, &. Every body was ranged according 
to his rank, and the funeral ceremony began 
by a doleful ſymphony, after which was ſung a 
funeral anthem. This done, M. Lorenz, doc- 
tor and profeſſor of thology, pronounced a very 
elegant diſcourſe, which was followed by 2 
ſecond ſymphony of inſtruments z and when it 
was ended, M. Froereiſen ” alſo, doctor and 
profeſſor of theology, pronounced another fine 
diſcourſe, and at the ſame time thanked the 
aſſembly who had aſſiſted at the ceremony; 
which - was terminated by a funeral anthem. 
During this anthem the corpſe was carried into 
a chapel, made on purpoſe in a corner of the 
church; where it was depoſited under a triple 
diſcharge of twelve pieces of cannoh, and a 
general volley of all the ſmall arms of the 
garriſon. V 
Tu church even to the cieling was hung 
with black; and the windows were ſtopped- up 
to form a ſort of night. The place was illu- 
minated with an infinite number of wax tapers, 
as well as the catafalk. Several emblems, *- 
devices, trophies, armories, &c. formed a fu- 
neral decoration. The pulpit was covered with 
black velvet, laced with ſilver, upon which 
Vol. II. . were 


242 Hiſtory.of Maurite; Count Sure, 


were repreſented death's heads and tears; and 
in the pulpit, behind the preacher, were placed 


the arms of Saxony and Courland. 7 great 
black velvet carpet was ſpread on the altar, 
likewiſe laced with ſilver. At the head of the 
catafalk was the repreſentation of death with 
his ſcythe; and at his foot ſtood Saturn. Four 
virtues were at the four corners, with Genii 
Who. wept. The whole adorned with caſks, 
bucklers, cuiraſſes, laurel- branches, &c. _ 
TE chapel, into which was comind. by 12 
ſcrjeants, the coffin of M. Saxe, was likewiſe 
hung with black, and adorned with emblems. 
The figures which-were round the catafalk were 


placed round the bed of tate, on which he re- 


poſes to this day; and this bed of ſtate is in 
the fame taſte as that which was at” the go- 
vernor's houſe, 

ALL theſe ceremonies ended, every one re- 


tired; and during two days the church remained 


= hung with black, and the catafalk mounted as 
it was, to ſatisfy the eagerneſs and curioſity of 


the people, who came from all quarters: to ſee it. 


EX TRACT of the act of. reception. and 


| interment. of the corpſe of M. Saxe, in the 
new temple of St. bs belonging t. to 
the city of Straſbourg.  . 


Por defuncum corpus akiſb ü et 


potentiſſimi principis Mauricii de Saxonia, du- 
cis Curlandiæ, et Semigaliæ, mareſcalli-genc- 
ralis camporum et exercitum regis Franciæ, 
die ſeptima Februarii anni currentis, Argentinam 
tranſyectum erat: tune poſtero die Exwequiæ e- 
juſdem, more conſueto religionis e evan- 
n cum; concione Jugubri, et E "ny 


3 
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celebratæ, et defunum i in /Edibus Pradica- | 


torum, ritu ſolemni, in locum ſuæ quietis/ pa= _ 


ſitum eſt. Id quod teſtatur Argentinæ die de- 
cima Martii M. DCC. LI. Signatum M; Jon. 
_ Fran, ROLLWAGEN, Diac. dictæ eceleſiæ. : 


Thus Engliſhed : 5 

AFTER the deceaſed bady of the-maft high 
and maſ potent prince Maurice f Saxony, duke 
of Courland. and Semigallia, marſhal-general of 
the camps and armies of the king of France, .was 
tranſported on the ſeventh day of February, this 
current year to Straſbourg ; the day following 
his funeral was celebrated in the uſual manner 
of our evangelical religion, with a funeral ſer- 
mon, and an account of his family; and ub 
corpſe with miſt ſolemn ceremony depoſited within 
the temple in the place of its reſt. Jn te/iumony 
whereof the preſent is ſigned at Straſbourg, the 
tenth day of March M.DCC.LI. by N. Jon, | 
Farp. RO deacon of the ſaid COP 


And below is written: . 

We the prætors, conſuls, and ma giſtrates 
of the city of Straſbourg certify, thas Mr. J. 
Frederick Rollwagen, who has delivered and 
ſigned the above, is a miniſter of the new 
temple of this city; and that in this quality 
faith ought to be given to him both in judgment 
and otherwiſe. We certify moreover, that 
ſtampt- paper and offices of controll are not 

eſtabliſned in this place: in teſtimony whereof 
we have cauſed the preſent to be ſigned by one 
of our ſecretaries, and ſealed with the uſual ſeal 
of our chancery. Done at Straſbourg the tenth 
of March 17 51, ſigned, GOMBAULT. with 2 
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FUNERAL ORATION 


of the moſt high and moſt potent I 
Lord Mavkice, Count 8 AXE, 


Marſhal - general of the camps and 
armies of the moſt Chriſtian king: 


Protiounced at Paris, on the eighth of February 


1751, in the chapel of the Swediſh plenipo- 
tentiary; by M. Barr, almoner to his Swe- 
_ diſh majeſty. | 


77 HAT object more worthy of us, and 


more intereſting, can aſſemble us in this 
place, than the illuſtrious death which is the 


ſubject of our tears, and the ſighs of all France? | 


A hero, the love of the nation who had adopted 
him for its defender, the terror of enemies 
whom he conquered, and the darling of thoſe 
whom he honoured with his familiarity and 


confidence, is raviſhed from us at a time when 
as yet wrapped-up in the moſt lively admira- 


tion of his military exploits, we were forming 
withes that he might long enjoy the fruits, to 
which his migh valour and rare prudence had 
intitled him. Toa, no doubt, prevent me, 
gentlemen, and already your thoughts preſent 
to you the illuſtrious Maurice count Saxe, 
marſhal- general of the camps and armies of 
the moſt Chriſtian king. This great man has 


juſt rendered his great ſoul into the hands of 


his God, at the caſtle of Chambord. The hero 
of Jad is ppg * Alas! how is this bufwark 


* 2 Sam, 5 10, &Cc. 
9 fallen, 


JJ Org goes Wy OOO 
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fallen, againſt which all the powers of the 
Philiſtines could not prevail? Tell not this 
fatal news in Gath, nor publiſh it in the ſtreets 
of Aſhkelon, left the enemies of Jacob ſhould re- 
joice. Never. was his bow bent in vain, nor 
his fword drawn without being dyed in the blood 
of his enemies. Alas | how has he fallen under 
the ſtrokes of death, whoſe life was ſo long 
preſerved in the fury of battles ? | 
War more juſt, gentlemen, than to per- 
petuate amongſt us the memory of a man, 
whoſe grand qualities have ſo greatly diſtin- 
guiſhed him in our communion ?; Piety as well 
as love. preſcribes us a law to render the laſt 
honours to his aſhes, and to water his tomb 
with our tears. This is all we have remaining 
ol this great man. Death has turned into fu- 
neral cyprus, the laurels with which victory 
often crowned: his glorious head: it is the fate 
of all mankind. The glory of the Eternal 
never ſhines more brightly than in human gran- 
deurs humbled and laid low in the duſt of the 
tomb. May the ſpirit of God warm me with 
the ſame fire, with which he animated David, 
while that prince, in the enthuſiaſm of the moſt 
ſublime poetry, celebrated the death of Iſrael's 
heroes May my feeble voice animate all theſe 
funeral repreſentations, and make the whole 
univerſe hear the great 'name of MAURICE 5 
and all ye who hear me join your prayers. 0 | 
mine to procure me, from the Father of ligh 
the .art of painting out grand actions 210 
maſterly ſtrokes; and in the livelineſs of our 
faith, let us addreſs to him 1 * Prayer which- 
the Saviour himſelf dedicated: „ | 
Our Father, AG... e 


13 wo 
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TEXT: a San. 1. 36. 


: Know! ve not that. Wan 18 2 great Printe, end 


great captain, fallen this day i in rael? 


S UC H are the lively and tender ſenti- 
ments by which David gave vent to the 
found grief which had ſeized his heart on the 
death of Abner. This captain, ſprung from 
the illuſtrious. blood of the Ifraelites, was Saul's 
uncle. The tragical end of that unfortunate 


prince, and his fon Jonathan, at the bloody 
battle of Gilboa, had not ſhaken the fidelity 


which he had ſworn to them, and which he 
owed them by the moſt ſacred ties. 'Iſh-bsſheth, 


the whole hopes of that hoſe, held him at- | 


tached to his intereſt, from Which nothing 
ſeemed capable ever to ſeparate him, when 


the ingratitude of this prince, joined to the loſs 
of the battle of Gibeon, [forced him to aban- 


don to its evil fate that unfortunate houſe, and 
to liſt himſelf under the ſtandard of him whom 
the Eternal had made choice of co command 
the Ifraclites. The oracle ef God, more 
powerful than all: the reaſons / which intereſted 
policy could ſuggeſt, brought him humble and 
ſubmiſſive to David's feet, and ſhewed him, in 
his perſon, the lawful ſucceflorof Saul. That 
prince, who ſtill reſpected merit, honoured the 


Lalour of Abner by "he glorious title of general 


of his armies : he loved him while alive: he 
wept for him dead; If fouls are till ſenſible 
of what is done for them upon earth, how muſt 


thy ſoul, O Abner, be affected with the ſincere 


concern of David! A e he, in the 
8 * of his moſt pungent iel, know ye not 


that 
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that there i isa great prince, and a great captain, 
Fallen this day in ran: =, 

THEsE' regrets, with which David honored 
the aſhes.of Abner, do not they ſeem to have 
paſſed into the ſoul of Louis at the death of 
the great Maurice ? This prince, as humane 
and tender as David, did not think it unworthy 
of him to exhibit to all France, the ſpectacle 
of his grief. Let us for a moment make a truce 
with our ſorrows; and let us endeavour to for- 
get them by the remembrance of the great 
Actions which have adorned the whole courſe 
or his Hife; and which have intitled him to that 
crovyn of juſtice, which God never refuſes to 
_ thoſe who have conftantly adhered to their faith, 
The victorres of Maurice, and his conſtancy in 
preſerving the pledge of his belief. This is 
What ſtruck me in the perſon of our hero; and 
it is by chefe features — intend to draw you 
Ins. Fe. 


INS r PART. 


HAD 1 qualities leſs Kbthme, and 1h 
Herchedl; to celebrate in the perſon of the I- 
fuſtrious Maurice, Tihonld imitate thoſe orators 
who, not finding in their heroes matter ample 
enough for their encomums, have recource to 
Hey of their anceſtors; and in imitation of 
them, I ſhould exhibit here the pictures of that 
long race of progenitors, whoſe blood ran in 
the veins of Maurice, to do him honour by the 
virtues which rendered them illuſtrious in the 
different ages wherein they lived: but, thanks 
to the eminent qualities of our hero, I ſhall not 
be obliged, in order to praiſe him, to borrow 
| from any — himfelf the peficil and the colours 
M 4 wa 
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with which I am to draw his picture. Blood 
and education, the natural diſpoſitions and ac- 
quired habits, nature and grace, were united in 
the perſon of Maurice, to form altogether the 
perfect hero. 

ARE there any who know not the iuſtrious 
ſtock of which he was ſo worthy a ſhoot? Has 
not the name of Wittekinds rendered itſelf 
famous all over Europe ? And Maurice, who 
faw himſelf ſprung from ſuch anceſtors, could 
he be otherwiſe than animated with the noble 
ardour of rendering himſelf worthy of the glory 
which they had tranſmitted to him ? Born of 
their blood, could he help being ſenſible of 
the great examples he ſaw. ſo near him? Could 

he forbear imitating that of his — father 
TP urs ray ay was not ſatished with ſhew- 
ing Maurice, by his own example, the way to 
glory, and to 1 ity in it his ſteps as yet 


weak and tottering : he endeavoured to plant 


jn his heart the leſſons of virtue, wiſdom," and | 
valour ; by which he was careful to regulate 
his conduct during the whole courſe of 15 life. 
Thefe leſſons of 3 joined to thoſe of religion, 
by the miniſtry of the moſt celebrated doctors 
of Saxony, were the happy ſeeds from which 
in the ſequel were produced ſuch glorious: fruits. 
Ir was not long before the love of glory 
reached the heart of Maurice, and bore a ſway in 
it. In his moſt tender age he ſubmitted to the 
moſt painful apprenticeſhip of war, under the 
moſt able maſters; and the rapid progreſs he made 
in it, was at that time a ſure preſage of the glory 
with which 855 would be covered in a more 
| advanced In. Maurice, as yet a child, it 
could then be 2 RD what one day he would 


arrive to, girt with At fame laurels, he es 
| Sen 
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ſeen to combat at. the ſide of the Marlboroughs, 
Eugenes, Schoulembourgs; and to learn under 
them an art, of which, in the ſequel, he ſo 
often gave leſſons to others. Tournay witneſſed 
his firſt proofs of valour, which were as tokens 
of the future lot which they prepared for him; 
and by a ſingular act of Providence, the ſame 
fields, wherein his infant valour diſplayed itſelf, 
ſhot from their boſom that ample harveſt of 
laurels which he gathered in happier. times for 
France, under the orders of Louis. The ſuc- 
ceſſes of this firſt campaign did but ſerve to 
whet his military ardour; "and it was to give it 
the full ſwing, that next campaign he followed 
the victorious ſteps of his firſt maſters; who 
had laid-open to him the way of honour, and 
who admitted him a partner in their labours 
and glory at the fiege of Bethune. 

A COURAGE ſo premature, and which waited 
not for age to execute the greateſt things, did 
not languiſh for want of being rewarded, Scarce 
was he arrived from Flanders, covered all over 
with laurels which he had there reaped, when 
Auguſtus gave him a proof of his ſatis faction, 
by naming him colonel of a regiment of ca- 
valry. Although a great heart is ſufficient of 
itſelf, and has no occaſion to be excited to great 
actions by any prompter from without; never- 
theleſs, it may be ſaid that a delicate encomium, 
a confidence full of eſteem, a recompence pro- 
portioned to merit, might have great influence 
over it. In effect, Maurice ſoon diſcovered 
the ſtrong ame which the rewards where- 
with Auguſtus had honoured his valour, had 
gained over his. | 

CHARLES XLI. the a hero of Sweden, 
had not as yet recovered from the cruel diſaſter 

"M0. 3 which 


* 
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which he fell into at the unhappy battle of 
Pultawa. That check, joined to his abſence 
put heart again into the powers which were 
before in confederacy againſt him. In 1712 
the Daniſh troops marched towards Pomerania, 
where they were ſoon to be joined and rein- 
foreed by Saxons. Maurice commanded there 

the regiment with which he had been truſted. 
The two armies were no ſooner in preſenee of 
each other near Gadebuſh, than a battle en- 

ſued, the more bloody, as it was the more ob- 


ſtinate. Maurice di prodigies of valour, and 
that occaſion diſplayed the whole ſoul of a hero. 


Victory, long in ſuſpence, ranged herſelf at 


Taft on the fide of Sweden; but not without a 
bloody ſacrifice on the part of the victorious. 
In this glorious day, where the God of War, 
who weighs the deſtines of men, diſpoſed the 
ballance in favour of the juſt cauſe of Sweden, 
Maurice did not only ſhow the courage of a 
ſoldier, but alſo diſplayed talents which conſti- 
tute the great commander. He was inſtru- 
mental in repairing the loſs of the battle ; and 
reaped inſtruction from the very faults which 
had been the cauſe of it. An occaſion of put- 
| ting the knowledge he had acquired into Prac- 
tice, ſoon offered at the ſiege of Stralfund in 
1715, where he affiſted. What more happy 
conjuncture for him to ſignalize his intrepidity, 
than the taking of a fortreſs which was eſteem- 
ed impregnable, beſieged by three 5 and 
defended by Charles XII. himſelf? 

A school fo illuſtrious, and at the ſame 
time ſo worthy of our hero, could not fail of 
having powerful charms in his eyes: but Pro- 
vidence, always careful of the glory of the 
| Chriſtian name, em ployed his valour * 


, 


Hiſtory of Maurice, Count Saxe. 25 

the greateſt enemies of his holy reli 8 

Ahmed III. the mortal enemy of Chriſte 

had -fworn the deſtruction of the — 

The emperor Charles VI. faithful to his en- 
gagements, flew to the aſſiſtance of that re- 

public, ready to ſink under the efforts of the 
Othman power. The great Eugene, intruſted 

to lead the Imperial troops againſt the infidels, 
juſtified the choiee made of bim by a en 
victory. 

MAvnsen long ago acctiſtomed to ght, or, 
"rather, te vanquiſh under the ſtandards of this 
hero, Thared, in a manner, with him the glory 
of the famous battle of Peterwaradein. It was 
upon that occaſion, more than ever ſeen, what 
prudence, aided by a handful of ſoldiers, can 
do againſt impetuous valour, which goes raſhly 
on, truſting to the ſuperiority of numbers. 


The fruit of this victory was the recovery of 


the important towns of Temeſwar, Bel grade, 

Semendria, and Oczava, which in unhappy 
times had fallen under the power of the enemy. 
The fierce Othmaàn was driven back into the 
heart of his oẽn Dominions; and we ſaw the 
proud Conſtantinople reduced to ſue for peace 
which ſhe had ſo haughtily refuſed, and to 
ſubmit to the hard conditions which the con- 


queror thought proper to impoſe on her. It 


is thus our hero in the ſpring of his age, in 
the morning of his bright days, prepared the 
world for the wonders which were to fill the 
whole courſe of his glorious Ife. | 
FAN E, by a particular diſpoſition of Pro- 
vidence, was to be the ſcene of action marked- 
out for the grand exploits, whoſe brilliant pro- 
ſpect he was to exhibit te the univerſe. The 
peace, which —_— to enjoy, having 


laid 
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laid chains upon his valour, Maurice formed 
the noble project of going to France. That 
country where valour is as it were 3 land - 
where glory, followed dy military rewards, 
ſeems to have fixed her abode, appeared to 
him a proper theatre whereon to diſplay his 
great talents for war. Fame had already gotten 
thither before him, and opened all the peoples 
hearts in his favour. The moſt Chriſtian king 
thought he could give him no better proof of 
his eſteem, than by making him that very year 
camp-marſhal of his armies. This firſt favour 
was ſoon followed by a ſecond; fince the king 
next year gave him the command of a * 
ment of German infantry. _ 

Tx true hero knows how to . himſelf 
uſeful to a ſtate, as well by a pacific govern- 
ment, as in the tumultuous conduct of war. 
The grand Maurice found means to make even 
his ropoſe contribute to the good of France. 
This time, which others uſually conſume in an 
obſcure inaction, in frivolous pleaſures, or in 
days ſpun- out by indolence ; Maurice, em- 
ployed to introduce, among the troops truſted 
to his care, an order which they never knew 
.Þ well before; to accuſtom them to the-yoke 
of an exact diſcipline; and to revive among 
them that ſpirit of bravery which had animated 
them when they fought under the orders of the 
great Guſtavus, or the illuſtrious Bernard de 
Weimer. He inſenſibly unfolded in their hearts 
the ſeeds of glory, which nature had planted 
there; and prepared them to participate one 
day with him in the honour of victory. His 
occupations, as various as numerous, filled all 
the leiſure time which peace afforded him. 


He could not exerciſe hþ valour ; he therefore 
5 | ; employed 


 #Hiftory of Maurice, Count Saxe. 253 
employed his lively and ardent genius, which 
could not let him reſt, in the ſtudy of mathe- 
matics ; but ſo far only as they contributed to 
the great art of war, whoſe principles he made 
himſelf intirely maſter of. He had occaſion to 
apply them uſefully in the ſervice of F rance, 
when in 1733, jultice and piety forced his moft 
Chriſtian majeſty to take arms to ſupport the 
rights of the auguſt Staniſlaus, whom his faith- 
ful ſuhjects had for the ſecond time called to 
the throne of Poland. The emperor of the 
Romans had united his forces to thoſe of 
Ruſſia to hinder that election, ſo ardently 
deſired by the Poles. The French paſſed the 
Rhine, and made themſelves maſters of Kehl. 

MauRIiCEe, who accompanied M. Ber wick 
at the opening of the following campaign, an- 
ſwered fully to the expectations conceived of 
him. In. vain did the choiceſt of the Imperial 
5 troops attempt to ſtop the progreſs of the 
French army, which, like an impetuous tor- 
rent, over-ran the 1 country; in vain 
had they intrenched themſelves in the lines of 
3 * weak obſtacles to the valour of 
Maurice! That arm, which they had formerly 
ſcen combat for them; that arm which had ſo 
often paved their way to victory; that arm 
which had ſo often thundered upon their ene- 
mies, they now ſee turned againſt them, over- 

_ throwing with eaſe their ramparts, and open- 
ing to the marſhal the way to Philipfbourg. 
Jo crown ſo. many gallant actions, the king 
- promotes him to the rank of heutenant-getighal 
in his. armies. 

THESE rapid * were * followed | 
by peace; and Europe was beginning to taſte 


the ſweets of i 15 when the premature death 2 
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the auguſt Head -of the empire involved it in 


new misfortunes. France, to ſupport an ally, 
whoſe fidelity rendered him reſpectable, ſay 


herſelf forced to rekindle a war more fatal than 


the laſt. Maurice, for whom the ſucceſs of 
this war was reſerved, had orders to march 
with auxiliary troops into Germany, which was 
at firſt the bloody theatre of it. The great 
general“ who with an equal pace, and ſuc- 
oeſſes equally happy, conducted, at that time, 
the negociations and military -enterprizes of 
France in the empire, opened, from that firſt 
campaign, a brilliant carreer to Maurice, by 
truſting him with a particular command; in 
which he gave ſhining proofs of his ſkill, of his 


experience, and of his heroical courage: ſo that 


it might be ſaid he truly united, in his perſon, 


the indefatigable activity of Hannibal with the 
conſummate prudence - of Fabius. There you 
might have ſeen him, with an intrepid ardour, 
the firſt in ſcaling the walls of the unfortunate 
Prague, and planting on the ramparts the co- 
lours of the conqueror; here you might have 
beheld him, with eyes darting forth that ſpark- 

ling fire which ſeems to preſage victory, ruſn- 
ing into the thickeſt of the enemy's ſquadrons ; 
carrying death through all the ranks ; advancing 


cover heaps of ſlain, or dying perſons, towards 


-Kgra ; overthrowing its walls, and opening for 
his troops, through the midſt of their ruins, 
 -a road to the town. Another time you mi 

have viewed him, with a handful of troops, 
making head againft the enemy's army, hraving 


a 


their attacks, and bringing back his ſoldiers to 


the frontiers of France, JJ 


Hn 


* bras * . 
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Frs courage had hitherto acted in its full ex- 
tent, but his lively genius had not as yet ſhone 
in all its brightnefs. That fkill in the military 
art, which he owed to the conſtant labour af 
ruflection, did not diſplay itſelf fully, till it was 
no longer under reſtraint. The dignity of 
marſhal of France, with which his melt Chri- 

ſtian majeſty adorned him, ſet his heroic ſoul 
at liberty. From that time he was free to put 
in practice the grand principles which he had 
formed within himſelf. All his campaigns in 
Flanders have verified what the commentator 
ef Polybius had foretold of this ſupertority of 
genius, uthich could not eſcape his piercing 


Cal. to mind, gentlemen, * that critical 
bonjur , in which France found itſelf in 
1744, when the allied powers had formed the 
deſign of over- running, on all ſides, its terri- 
tories, and of ravaging its provinces. Here, 
prince Charles, who had contrived means to 
deceivethe vigilanceof the enemy, whom he had 
before him, to paſs the Rhine, was already 

harrafling the borders of Alfatia : there, the 
forces of Great Britain, in concert with thoſe 
of the United Provinces, had already promiſed 
themſelves the conqueſt of all Flanders. Louis, 
at the head of the choiceſt of his troops, flies 
to Alſace; where he triumphs over death and 
his enemies. He thinks Flanders ſafe while it 

is defended by Maurice; though much inferior 
in troops to the enemies with whom he had 
to deal. The unhoped for ſucceſs af the cam- 
paign, in proving the wiſdom of the king's 
choice, na leſs demonſtrates the prudence vt 


* The defence of Liſle. _ 


e. 
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Maurice. Contrary to all expectation we ſaw 


him ſtop the enemy's progreſs, render uſeleſs 


their ſuperiority of numbers, artfully. avoid 
their purſuits, continually harraſs them; ruin 
their beſt concerted projects, ſhut- up all the 
avenues which could conduct them to Lifle, 
and put the frontiers of France out of danger 
of being inſulted. Do not be ſurpriſed to ſee 
him execute ſo many things with ſo weak an 
army. He had on his ſide, his own co 
incapable of ſlackening, his refined ſkill which 


alwaysſerved him upon occaſion, and the fortune 


of his king, which never abandoned him. If the 
enemy prepares to attack him, Maurice has 
foreſeen it, and the means are ready to repulſe 
the attack. If he marches againſt them; it 
is never without taking meaſures which render 
him ſure of ſucceſs. Thus have we ſeen Bruſ- 
ſels reduced, at a time when that city never 
dreamed of falling into the enemy's hands. 
Thus Ghent was forced to open to him its 
gates at a juncture when that town ſeemed to 
have nothing to fear from the ſtorm which 
threatened it. Thus the prudent foreſight of 
Maurice, and his great activity, — * 
him ſure of victory. 

Mini1sTER of the Lord, as I am, and nou- 
riſhed in his holy temple far from battles, does 
it belong to me to deſcribe the marvellous 
actions of a hero, at which the univerſe is 
ſtill aſtoniſhed? O ye fields of Fontenoy, 
Raucoux, and Lawfeldt, ye will be- for ever 
monuments of the glory of our hero ! Your 


name ſhall] be traced with indeleable characters 


in the records of all natiens. In vain, the in- 
vincible phalanx of the En lth, like the cloud 


Which in its boſom incloſes the thunder, 
advances 
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advances upon the French army, and dazzles 
it with its fires; in vain, death, implacable 
death, purſues the hero of France, and covers 
him already with her wings: Maurice ſtronger 
than them all, braves the brazen thunders with 
all their bolts, flying from every ſide about his 
head. The preſence of his king, who ſees him 
- fighting, ſeems to ſtop his ſoul ready every 
moment to take its flight. At the fight of the 
Engliſh, who ſeem to diſpute the victory with 
Him, his. ſtrength, which a long and cruel 
malady had quite drained, recovers new. vigous. 
The genius of the Engliſh aſtoniſhed, yields at 
length to the genius of Maurice. The air 
ecchoes at a diſtance with the ſhouts of victory:; 
the ſound is heard as far as Tournay, whoſe 
walls are ſhaken by it to the very foundation, 
and ſoon tumble down before the new Joſhua. 
This firſt defeat of the allies was attended with 
conſequences ſtill more fatal to them. In the 
triumphant courſe of our hero's years, every 
day is marked by a new victory. 07 
ExLEvATED to the dignity of marſhal-gene- 
ral, animated by the efteem of his king, fup- 
ported by his courage, dreaded and revered by 
his enemies, we fee him heap laurels upon 
laurels, and to form of them ſo many ſteps to 
arrive at the pinicle of glory. Scarce does a 
grand monarch, ſuch as Louis is, find in his 
immenſe liberalities wherewithal to teſtify his 
gratitude. The government of the conquered 
countries which he gives him as a reward of 
his valour; the caſtle of Chambord, which he. 
deſtines for him, as a noble retreat to reſt 
himſelf in, after the fatigues of war; in one 
word, all the marks of honour and eſteem, 
which he laviſhes on him, do not appear ſuf- 
r e . 
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ficient to acquit him towards Maurice, for the 


ſignal ſerviees which he has rendered to the 


ſtate. Great God ! ſo terrible in thy judgments 
to the children of men, why haſt thou reduced 
us fo-foon to weep the loſs of this great captain: 
"Why fo haſtened to raviſh from the world a 
hero, who made the ornament of it, at a time 
when he might have enjoyed in peace the fruits 
of his victories? Alas! how is this hero fallen; 
'how could this valiant man be overcome * ? 


 _"NeverrTHELEss, gentlemen, it is time to 


wipe off our tears. Maurice has ſhewn himſelf 
à Chriſtian hero: the thought alone of his en- 


Joying a Happier fate, ought to calm our 
trouble, and ſooth our grief. No, Maurice is 
not dead, he has only changed the periſhing 


Laurels of this world for an incorruptible crown, 
which the everlaſting God grants to thoſe who 
love him, and precieuſſy preſerve the facred 
pledge of faith; which we are going to conſide 
in tke ſeeond part of this diſcourſe, © 


8 EC ON D PAR T. 


THE annals of the World are filled with 
the glory of heroes, - who have /facrificed *them- 


ſelves for the happineſs of their country. But 


how many are there among them who have a 


juſt title to this 9 encomium? Some 


only owe it to a baſe and mercenary flattery; 


others have loſt the merit of their noble actions, 


becauſe they only aſcribed the glory of them to | 
themſelves : others, in ſhort, have eclipſed the 


brightneſs of their virtues by vices unworthy of 
heroes. A Tiberius, a Nero, a Caligula, 
have they not found vile flatterers, who have 
Elevated them to the rank of gods, while they 
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me wed Sander unworthy of that of reaſon- 
able creatures? The Alexanders, the Cæſars, 
owe their glory only to the cruel ambition 
which put weapons in their hands. This is 
juſt the reverſe of what conſtitutes a hero, who 
takes not up arms but-on account of juſtice ; 

and the love only of his CORR: kindles his 


courage againſt its enemies. Wiſdom and 


prudence are the foul of all his exploits.” He 


loves his enemies even when he is obliged to 
ſhed their blood. Thus combated for the de- 


fence of their country the valiant heroes of 
Iſrael, whom God himſelf had armed and 


formed for heroiſm. + - 


WHATEVER the urid may Nay, rekgion : 


alone has the privilege of forming true heroes, 


of rendering them conſtant in adverſity, modeft 
in the flattering ' arms of victory, and ſenſible 


of the calamities which flow from the confu- 
fion of turbulent times. But how to -reconcile 


the duties of a rue Ohriſtian with thoſe of a 


| hero is the Phe true Chriſtian, as 

a diſciple of him who gave himſelf up to the 
moſt inſamous death 'toiredeem dll mankind, 
cannot but love thoſe 'whom the ſees covered 
with bloed: ſo preeious; and the hero, at leaſt 
he to whom we give this: name, is ebliged, by 
his duty and condition, to imbrue his hands in 
the blood of men; and it is even by the great 


number of thoſe whom he deſtroys, that he 


elevates himſ elf to the grandeur of the | heroic 
character. Unhappy corruption of men, theſe 
are thy doings War and its fatal conſequences 
are the work of our pride, our ſelf-love, and 

our ambition. From thence ſpring diſturbances 
in families, confuſion in ſtates, and that cruel 


diſpoſition which excites ſome to riſe againſt 
| others, 
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others, and carries us headlong to our mutual 
deſtruction. What would become of us, great 
God, if thou didſt not, from time to time, 
raiſe up heroes to thy people to humble the 
pride of their enemies, to repel violence by 
force, and to maintain public tranquillity. 
Heroes are therefore neceſſary, God himſelf 
gives them to us * ; he makes dread and terror” 
march before them : he fills them with his 
ſpirit, He breaks the gates of braſs before them : 
he puts in their hands the ſpoils of conquered 
kings: he himſelf takes the quality of Lord 
of hoſts ft. It is then by a juſt title that our 
illuſtrious hero embraced a ſtate which God 
himſelf has ſanctified; a ſtate in which he has 
acquired immortal glory. Yet in this violent 
carreer he always preſerved the ſentiments of 
a true Chriſtian : that faith, which he had fo 
ſolemnly ſworn on the ſacred fonts of baptiſm, 
he religiouſly kept to his laſt breath. Never- 
theleſs how many delicate occaſions happened 
in the courſe of his life, if not to loſe, at leaſt 
to change it. . 
 - MavuRics, you know, had conſecrated his 
arm to the ſervice of a kingdom, where the 
way to the firſt honours is ſhut- up againſt thoſe 
who profeſs a religion different from that of 
the prince. Every thing ſollicited him to quit 
our communion : on the one hand, the eſteem 
of his king, who deſired nothing ſo-much as 
to ſee him united with his majeſty in the ſame 
pProfeſſion of faith; on the other hand, the chief 
and moſt learned doctors of that church were 
conſtantiy perſuading him to a change. He 
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had, beſides, ambition to combat with, that im- 


perious miſtreſs of vulgar heroes; who preſented 
to his eyes the brilliant honours, to which by 


his merit and birth he might aſpire, if he would 


abandon the religion of his fathers: he had like- 
wiſe to combat the example of the king his 
father, who had ſhewn him the way which led 
to the, Romiſh communion : he had to combat 


even the example of the great 'Turenne, who, 


born like him in a religion different from that 


of the prince, had abjured it to embrace the 


faith of Rome. He might have flattered him- 
ſelf that having fought, as he did, for the de- 
| fence of the country, his aſhes would be ming- 
led with thoſe of that great man ; and that they 
would reſt under the ſame marbles among the 
tombs of the ancient kings. One of his friends 


having renewed the ſame intreaties in his Jaſt 


moments of life; Maurice, with a voice al- 
moſt extinguifhed, begged he would not take the 
advantage of the condition he found himſelf in, 
and not to begin to offend him at the moment of 
their ſeparation. Such is the victory which the 
faith of Maurice obtained over the world, 


Tk love which we have for God, and his 


holy truths, is inſeparable from that which we 


owe to our brethren. This virtue ſhines with 


its brighteſt ſplendor in the perſon of warriors. 
Tt happens ſometimes that the conſtant ſight of 
blood and laughter extinguiſhes, by degrees, 
in their hearts, the ſentiments of humanity, 
which-nature had imprinted in them ; and ac- 
cuſtoms them inſenſibly to that ſpirit of cruelty 


which renders men ſavage. Such ſentiments - 


never entered. into the heart of Maurice: he 
was always affected with the moſt tender hu- 


horrors = 


b. 


appeared calm; that tranquility was affected, 
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horrors of war, and eager for blood and death. 
Ah, my brethren! could you have penetrated 
into the heart of Maurice, you would there 
have ſeen how much he was touched with the 
evils which war brings after it; and (which the 


time compels one to diſſemble) his benevolence 
to the ſoldiery, his affectionate civilities to the 
officers. Speak, generous warriors, who have 


fought under his command: ſpeak, all ye who 


have been witneſſes of the actions of Maurice, 
and who have followed him in the courſe of 
his victories. Ye have ſeen him, in imitation 
of Louis, viſit the infirmaries of the ſick- and 


wounded ; ye have ſeen him, by raifing himſelf 
above a falſe delicacy, deſpiſe the dangers al- 


moſt inſeparable from ſuch places which he 
. frankly viſited ; ye have ſeen the indefatigable 


Pains with which he conſtantly ſtudied to make 
thoſe happy who were under his orders. How 
often have ye ſeen the tears falling from his 
eyes, called-forth by the — proſpect 
of infinite numbers of perſons who lay dying 


on the field of battle; and whom his valour 
had ſacrificed to the good of the ſtate ? 


Bor a laſt inſtance, which characterizes a 
Chriſtian hero, is that intrepidity of courage 


which he ſhows, even when death is approch- 
ing him with a ſolemn pace. We have ſeen 


many heroes braving that enemy while glory 


ſurrounded them in the noiſe and tumults of 


armies: but there are few who are able to 
bear his ghaftly looks when he- preſents himſelf 
in his natural form. The Alexanders, who 


have ſo often faced him in the midſt of dangers, 
trembled at his aſpect in their dying-bed. If 


ſometimes, in theſe terrible moments, they have 


Or 
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or at leaſt. was produced by the deſpair of 4 
longer life, and by the hopes of a falfe im- 
mortality. The Chriſtian alone can look. d 
death as a real good, becauſe he dares carry 
his hopes beyond the grave; and that he is ſure 
of ſurviving himſelf. The ſame moment which 
locks-up! his ſenſes, . and ſtupifies the clay of 
which he is compoſed, is that. which reunites * 
him to his Creator. Maurice, full of that hope, 
ſaw death advancing towards him with the 
ſame compoſed eye, which had ſo-often be- 
held him in the field. His great ſoul was not 
moved. The proſpect of eternity which opened 
under his ſteps, and was ſoon to put between 
him and this world an immence diſtance, made 
him then ſenſible of the inſignificancy of hu- 
man grandeurs, with which he had been fa- 
voured; of the vanity of frivolous pleaſures, 
which had ſo long ſeduced and inchanted his 
ſoul; and of all the nobleneſs of his heart, 
great enough not to be happy but in the poſ- 
ſeſſion of his God. Full of a holy indignation 
againſt himſelf, he laments the days loft in vo- 
luptuous ſenſualities; he humbles himſelf, before 
the throne of mercy; and applies to himſelf the 
merits of his Saviour, which he embraces by * 
lively faith. It is that faith, joined to a true 
repentance, which ſupports him againſt the 
terrors of death, and makes him W over 
them. 

Tus died this great man, who was the 
admiration. of the world. Maurice is no more; 
bewail his death ye generous warriors, you to 
whom he ſo often ſerved as conductor in the 
way to glory. Maurice is no more: bewail 
his death ye faithful ſubjects, who have loſt in 
him the pledge of your "ORs and the _— | 
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of your tranquillity. Maurice is no more; 
- bewail his death ye faithful members of this 


little flock, whom he has, edified by the con- 
ſtancy of 23 faith. But alas! learn likewiſe 
to know, by this great example, the inſtability 


and worthleſneſs of human things. God him | 


ſelf has withered on his brow the laurels, with 
which he was pleaſed ſo- often to crown him: 


or rather Maurice has juſt laid down, at the 
feet of the Everlaſting, his periſhing' laurels: 8 
and changed them for a crown of life, which 


God reſerves for thoſe who are conſtantly 
attached to his holy truths. May we, my 


| brethren, ſing with him the canticle of mercy, 
and cry-out during eternity: O death / where 


zs thy ſting ] O grave ! where is thy victory? 


Thanks be to God, who has given us victory, 


through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Auen. 


AFTER the death of M. gane ſeveral 


little pieces in verſe appeared in his praiſe, of 


which I have only the following by me; 


and I thought giving them a place here might 


be agreeable to thoſe who have not yet ſeen 
them. | 


: In veſt plus ce guerrier, ids a ein FE la lire, 


La mort reſpecta les travaux! :! 
Il eut pour maitre la victoire, ' © 
Et pour diſciples ſes Rivaux. 


A Courtrai Fabius; Annibal a Bruxelles ; © 
Sur la Meuſe Condé; Turenne fur le Ruin 


Au leopard farouche Fi ſcut donner un frein 
Et de Lge rapide il racourcit les alles. £3 


1 * 
4 i 7 * „ 7 
. 4 & 4 + i 


4 . 4 4 Y 1 5 7 . 7 
; a * ht | » . { 
” ' * * * . 
y o 2 — * 


* 


hl pj od rf bh ape Yd bt. 


tim of Minter, Conni Saxe: 46 85 
Thus patkphitaſed: - 


The artions' on „hem death's "relcitleſs 
Long HP the ory: of our preſent age. 
At 1 res ſchoof he learn'd ths art of . „ 
And all his rivals, all his pupils were. 

A Fabius here, there Hannibal, he ſtands; 
Like Conde now, now like Turenne commands: 
Makes the fierce leopard couch, with ſore afright; j 
And bones the eagle” s wings to curb her flight. 


AUTRES. 


Des foudres de Louis miniſtre prompt, terrible, 
Par ſes combats, il compta ſes ſucces; _ 
Et Peffroi de ſon nom fut lame de la paix. 

France qui diis ta gloire a ſon bras invincible, 
Que tes juſtes regrets eclatent ſur ſon fort! 
1 plus grands ennemis t'ont moins nuit 

7que ſa mort. 


a 
. ; 


Thus paraphraſed, 


Thy bets! O Du plac'd in Sure $ hand, 

Fly quick as lightning on the hoſtile band. 

No oftner were thy troops to battle led, 

Than' 1 her laurels conqueſt crown'd hie 

he 

His name, of numercusti6ops ſupply'd the place;.. 
And made the ſuppliant foes to ſue for peace. 

Well may'ſt thou, Galla, a, mourn the hero's fate, 

Who raiſed thy glory to Its preſent Rate, 

Death, by this ſingle ſtroke, has hurt thee more 

Than all 7 Toes cou'd- do, with all their pow'r. 


— 
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Others to ſet at the bottom of his piQture, 


Rome eut dans Fabius un heros pacifique; 
Dans Annibal, Carthage eut un chef — 
La France plus heureuſe avoit dans ce ina 
La tete du premier et le bras du ſecond.” i 


This parapbraſed. 


In Fabius, Bane: a en hero Fai 

And Carthage, Hannibal for war —— "7 
But France, more happy in this Saxon ſped, 
With both the ſecond's arm, and former's head. 


ANoTHER 3 notifies this death in ther 
following terms. The firſt general of his 


age; the right hand of Louis; the avenger of 


France; the terror of Germany; the wreck 


of the Engliſh valour; the conqueror at 


Fontenoy, Racouz, and Lawfeld, battles 


for ever to be commemorated: the defender 


<« of Courtrai and Liſle; the triumpher over 
“ Bruflels, and its earrifon of eighteen batta- 
„lions; the expugnator of Maeſtricht, Maurice 
c -cqunt Saxe, the object of Oourland 8 love 


« and grief: Folard's diſciple, general by { 
ce prificiples; as ſkilful in defending as in 


„ attacking a Place ; 1. ih ordering the march 


< of an army, as directing the diſpoſitions and 
« attacks in the day of battle. This hero, 
<<: carried on the wings of victory to the height = 


<« of martial honours, knew how to Juſtify its 
cer favours by the extent of his genius, the ſu- / 

A periority of his talents, the juſtneſs of his 
<< *projects, the infallibility of his meaſures, the 


e -vivacity- and order a the execution, "a in 
| - 6c e, 
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9 nne, by-the intrepidity of his courage; which 
<« the accumulated obſtacles were not able to 
c retard a ſingle moment in the carreer of 
<« glory: a courage which very often was his 
„ own reſource, and that of his army. Mau- 
< rice, in fine, that marſflal- general of the 
“ camps and armies; whoſe blood was reſpected _ 
c by the murdering fury of arms; and whom 
c death durſt not ſtrike amidſt the tumult, and 
fire of battles: Maurice crowned by the 
hands of victory and peace, with an unfading 
<« laurel, of which he taſted the happy fruits ; 
<< Maurice, I ſay, falls ſmitten with the 2" rag 
ce of death, at hambord; in the midſt of a 
“ choice court of favourites. ; 
„ Ox the firſt tidin ng: of. this loſs, which” 
c mournful fame notifies with a doleful air, 
% Mars and Gallia ſhed tears; the Rhine, the _ 
% Maeze, and Eſcaut recover their fears; 
Albion reſumes courage: joyful jealouſy but 
„ ill-conceals her tranſports, but the generoſity 
c of the very rivals of Maurice honours his 
death with concern. While he lived he 
85 trampled diſcord under foot, and confounded _ 
c envy: he fill triumphs over them in the 
< moment of his dropping into the grave; and 
<< forces death to tender juſtice to his actions 
and virtues, by erecting the public e ; 
66 of his glory on his tomb, "WE 


| Avorae panegyriſt r himſelf thus. 
e France has fuſtained a loſs which well de- 
“ ſerves the regrets of its king, and the grief 
of the whole nation. The great and invin- 

< cible Maurice count Saxe, 5 hoſe heroiſm 
< confeſſed and valour diſplayed, from his moſt” 

* tender youth, had rendered him worthy of 


N 2 Courland's 


268, Elle of Maurice, Count. Sars. 


cc Courland's choice, and had made him. be 
« acknowledged ſovereign; duke; Maurice. 
« whom the ſame valour had raiſed to the. 
«© moſt honourable ſtations in the French ſer- 
«© vice, to which he had by choice and incli- 
cc nation . conſecrated. his ſword and. ſervices. 
That great general, whom an intelligent and 
c prateful menarch had elevated to the. pinacle 
de of military honours, and loaded with: glory. 
« and benevolence: whoſe. happy exploits, 
cc repeated victories, intrepidity, and admira- 
e bleprudence had rendered maſter of ſucceſs 
«© the model of warriors: and. other. generals, 
<c the officers friend, the ſoldiers father, the 
ce terror of Gallia's enemies; in fine, M. Saxe 
<« that generaliflimo. of our armies died in the 
< caſtle of Chambord, on the 3oth.of No- 
te vember 17 50, after nine days illneſs, aged 
<« fifty four years. That event, ſo little ex- 
ce pected, penetrated the king with a. grief 
« equal to the eſteem. and great confidence 
c with which his majeſty honoured. that great 
< man, whoſe death ſpread a. general conſter- 
« nation at court and in Paris. His conſum- 
<« mate experience in the military: art; his 
4 ſervices and his virtues, which put him upon 
a level with the Turennes and the Condes, 
e will render his memory immortal; and will 
«- ſecure him a place in hiſtory, by, the ſide of 
<« thoſe heroes in the empire of the flower-de- 
„ lys, His perſonal. qualities, and his indefa- 
e tigable zeal for the glory and ſervice of the 
„ King, will do him as much honour. as his 
s talents for War; and his conſtant application 
2 al 1p W W af, nod 
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Tus different panegyriſts have ſo unani- 


mouſiy GEE in their encomiums, that they 
cannot t of doubt; and in that they have 


only been the interpreters of all Europe. I have 


nothing more now to do, but to give the diffe- 
rent emblems which adorned the hall wherein 


his corpſe was depoſited, in the governor's houſe 


at Straſbourg, and in the new temple of St. Tho- 
mas, whither it was conveyed. 


| EMBLEM T- 


A .river falling-headlong from the top G. a 
mountain, with this inſcription 
Ab origine ſumma. 
It lows from the higheſt ſource. 
Ir is eaſy to diſcover that by this is meant the 


high birth and noble * of the late M. count 


Sane: - | \ 
a . 8 * 


e e 


= rivernnhich-is. ſmall aner dt ſpring, bytviſibhy | 


. in its caurſe, With this inſcription. 
Henegrinis major in onis. 


The. diſtant ſhares les itenlarged. 


Tun deſign of this emblem is to ſhow how 


much the late M. Saxe, from his tender youth, 
became admired for his heroical qualities; and 
chat, by his bravery, he acquired more eſteem 


and reputation with e nes than i in his 


native ama gb 
IH. 


1 \ ts courſe, angmaents ee 


addition of riuulets, which hro 
into it; A 
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Vires acquirit eundo, 
Its drein increaſeth as it runs. 
Wucn gives us to underſtand that time in- 
creaſed the renown: of this hero. 


*. 5 


A river which breats down hs arongeſt dykes, | 


with this inſcription. 
Qxævis obſtacula rumpit. 


Nothing can withſtand its efforts. 
By which. is pointed- out the great courage of 
our hero, who never met with invincible obſta- 


cles ; and who, at the head of his ſoldiers always. 


warched to certain victory. © TALE 
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A river which ſeparates the enemy⸗ 8 counties, 
with this inſcription. 
Hoſtes feliciter arcet. | 
" Againſt our enemies it is our barrier. 
Tr is one of the greateſt accompliſhments of 
a hero to know how to reſtrain his enemy; and 
| like a „8 5 to -oppole his (err 


{EFT | 5 fo, e et 

A Jarge river Which offer vaſt. county, with 
_- this inſcription. | 

Toto celeberrimus orbe. 
"The moſt famous. in the whole world. | 
Ir is with a great river almoſt the ſame as 
with a great hero: the-one is dignified by the 
extent of country which it runs through; the 
other is immortalized by the great number: le 
Bk | noble 


— 
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noble actions which he performs... If the Rhine 


and the Danube, for inſtance, draw their fame 
from the multitude of ſtately towns whoſe walls 


they waſh; it may be ſaid, with more reaſon, 


that the hero draws his from the glorious ex- 
ire by which, during the courſe of his life, 


he has equally e. his AO and. his 
wakes ; 


* N 14 14 '$ 


9 


9 
4 
4 * . > 4 . { * T4 


ATjitonſi itting e on x the as of 2 Bale i river, of 


which he pours out the urn; and which, with- 
cdut either turning, or winding, takes its coutſe 
directly to the ſea, with this inſcription. 
Ciurſie brevi. 
M./,y courſe is abridged. 

1 which Was meant that ſeveral. rivers. xun 
rapidly into the ſea, without having an oppor- 
tunity to increaſe in in their courſe, which has been 
_ loſs to the fertility. of different: countries: al- 


luding to the late de e death carried- 


off in the prime of his years, at a time when he 
might ſtill have given the greateſt proofs. of his 


valour; and by that means been uleful to an in- 


finite 1 of people. da l 15. nina 
VII. "or 


A great and 1 river Ack like an impetuous 


torrent, rufheth into the ſea, with this inſeri- 


ption. 1 
Magnet ad extremum. 
"Tis at the end that, its grandeur doth appear. 


: "THERE are a great many large rivers, which, 

before they reach the ſea, divide themſelves in- 

to fo many branches that at laſt they loſe their 
N 4 name, 


272 Hiſtory of Maurice, Count Saxe. 
name. The Rhine, for inſtance, weakens its 
ſtream inits courſeby its ſeveral diyiſions, to ſuch 
a degree, that there's no knowing preciſely, where 
_ it loſes itlelf : for there's but one little branch of 
it which runs to the South; and the reſt, by 
different routes loſe themſelves in the North ſea. 
Experience alſo has but too-well ſhown, that 
great men, after ſeveral victories, have loſt, in 
one battle, all the glory they had acquired i in 
many others. What muſt be that of the gene- 
ral, who, always happy, always conqueror, 8. 
ver met with any ſuch croſs fortune, but who, 
during his whole life, kept-up his reputation ? 
This Ach cy of the late count Saxe. i 


x” 


* n 


An eagle which ſoars to the ſun, vun this 


egend, 
Uni: flagrat amare. 
He loves but him- alone. 


hv] is known that the device of the kings of 


France is 4 fun. If we repreſent the marſhal 
deſigned by the eagle who flies aloft, and call to 
aun his fidelity and attachment to his k ing, the 
meaning of this emblem will be eaſily under- 
| Koed. x. ; 8 


The of Jupiter r boldi his hunderbolt i in 
2 off 85 with ches inſcription. 
Virtute fideque probate. 
He approves hin both courzgtous and 
1 ; 


Tus bird of Jupiter is „ 
ee. 9 the poets, the 


maſter 


* 


* * N 


ap. 
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maſter of the gods truſted the eagle, whoſe fide- 
lity and valour he had experienced, with his 
_ thunderbolts ; in like — the king, to whom 
- Count Saxe had ifo many ſtrong proeſs ef 
his bravery — attachment, had — on 
him the ITE 9 of his armies. 


A A the wings extended, - neat 

on the colours of the ancient Romans, with 

| _this legend; 
Go FViericia' fene. 
_ . victorious. | 

_ By this emblem were deſignated the great 
victories which our hero eren 


F 1 * q g .# 8 

3 7+ * [ # * £ 2 
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An eagle who flies. from left to right, while 
armed people look at him approaching; with 


9 anſcri ion. 

— omen. 0 
A happy omen for our arms. 

Tux ancient pagans, among other ſuperſtiti- 
ons, had particularly that of pretending to fore- 
tell future events by the ſinging and wh, of 
birds. They believed that the flight from left to 

right of a bird trained-up for thoſe uſes, was a 
good omen; and that, conſequently, they could 
not fail.of ſucoeis in their eaterprizas. . By:this is 
intended to be ſhown, me conſtant 7 


which ſeemed to be i connected with 
all che military n of this e 


, 8 


N i 
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name. The Rhine, for inſtance, weakens .its 
ſtream inits courſeby its ſeveral diviſions, to ſuch 


a degree, that there's no knowing preciſely, where 


it loſes itielf : for there's but one little branch of 
it which runs to the South; and the reſt, by 
different routes loſe themſelves i in the North ſea. 
Experience alſo has but too-well ſhown, that 
great men, after ſeveral victories, have loft, in 
one battle, all the glory they had acquired i in 
many others, What muſt be that of the gene- 
ral, who, always happy, always conqueror, ne- 
ver met-with any ſuch croſs fortune, but who; 
during his whole life, kept- up his reputation ? 
| * N caſe of the late count Saxe. inde 


3 


m= 9 


An eagle v which ſoars to the ſun, Win the 
legend. 
Unius flagrat amare. 
| He loves but him alone. 


I᷑ i is known chat the device of ys. kings "5 
| Fiat is a ſun. If we repreſent the marſhal 
_ deſigned by the eagle who flies aloft, and call to 


mind his fidelity and attachment to his king, the 
meaning of this emblem * be eaſily under- 
5 Rood. x. 0 


The wee 1 of Jupite bolding his oa in 


lons, with this — 
Virtute fidegque probate. © 
He approves hinifelf a cee pus and 


Tux bird of oy is I e 
late marſhal. As, according to the poets, the 


maſter 


* 


* 
4 


— 
1 
a [ 
* 
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maſter of the gods truſted the eagle, whoſe fide- 
lity and valour he had . experienced, with his 
thunderbolts; in like manner the king, to whom 
count Saxe had given ifo many firong 'proofs of 
his bravery ond attachment, had. conferred on 
him the abſolute command of his armies. 


_ * * 
A ſilver-eagle, the wings extended, repreſented 


on the colours of the-ancient Romans, with 

| this legend; 3 TY 
«„ ian e.. 

* nſigns always victorious. 3 

By this emblem were deſignated the great 

victories which our hero obtained. 


LY 2 8 o 
< — * 
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An eagle who flies from left to right, while 
armed people look at him approaching ; with 
-.. this inſcription... © Cab ON. 

A happy omen for our arms. | 
Tux ancient pagans, among other ſuperſtiti- 
ons, had partieuarly that of pretending do fore- 

tell future events by the ſinging and 3 of 
birds. They believed that the flight from left to 
right of a bird trained- up for thoſe uſes, was a 
good omen; and that, conſequently, they could 
not fail of ſucceſsan their enterpria as. By this is 
intended to be ſhown, the conſtant happineſs 
which ſeemed to be nſeparably connected with 


all the military -operations of this illuſtrious 


.. . 
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; An reac e ſeveral fmall birds, which he 
N eizes; with this inſcription. 43": £40 


 Vincit-ubique.. 
He conquers great and frnall. 
In alluſion to the late marſhal, who was al- 
ways victorious over his Cs whoever _e 


were. r 
2 XIV. 
: An eagle ſoaring te the clouds, with this 
inſcription. 
V1 ſummo ſemper honore. 
Always i in the greateſt honours. - 
ALLUSION to the honours our hero merited _. 
| and obtained, 


The celeftial engde; in the forma he is roprefeit- 
ed by aſtronomers, with the inſcription. 
Fabet indelibile nomen. 5 
His name is immortal. % 
he alluſion to the immortal reputtionofch t he 
late marſhal. Sars. 


© XVI. 
A red om tg, the « eyes baking with this 
inſcription. 
5 Tonga virtute rubet. 


His inflamed courage makes all his redneſs. 
; In this emblem and the following, is to be 
underſtood the red lion which makes the * 


— 
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pal piece in the arms of Courland, quartered ar- 
gent, with a lion gules-crowned ; and, in parti- 1 
cular, the hero (to whom this emblem alludes) ." 


hee, en ada LE in his Fs 3 2 


e pn 
4 red lion in the — ph the ſun darts 
355 his rays; with this inſcription. 


* 
* 


0 i ig neus hinc ęſi. 
e Tis he who makes me fiery red. 
Iux aſtronomers teach us that when the ſun ö 
enters the ſign of Leo, the heat is commonly | 
greateſt, If we now repreſent our hero fighting ”— 
an the preſence of his king, and remember how il 
much his great heart was warmed by the pre- 
ſence of his maſter, deſigned by the fun ; it will 
then be eaſily conceived to what they make al- 
luſion here. Beſides this emblem, ſtrictly ſpeak- 
ing, is the ſame with the preceding; as the two | 
motto's or inſcriptions are taken from the fame | 


* of the Ne. PE 
„ XVIII. | | 
A red lon, « carrying his head high, with this in- 
"= feription.  * 


Fortior an generofior, ances. 
Doubtful if more ſtrong than generous. 
| In proportion as the glory of a general is ſul- 
lied by cruelty exerciſed upon an enemy, ſo much 
is that of count Saxe raiſed by the confeſſion of _ 
his enemies themſelves; who are forced to 
praiſe him for e of ſoul no leſs than ay 
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A red lion with a foamiing mouth, 'in which is 
ſeen a jaw. tooth (or grinder) in form of a lil- 
i ; with this inſcription. 

Liliacea wirtus 
From thence the lilly's value. 
By the confeffion of all the naturaliſts the 
jaw-toqth of the lion has, nearly, the figure of 
a lilly ; and is one of the parts which contri- 
Hines to make that animal the ſtrongeſt of all 
others. *Tis intended at the ſame time to ren- 
der to the French troops, Who under our hero 
gave proofs of their bravery, the Juſt praiſes | 
Which they deſerved. | 


XX. 


A * lion which throws-down en and Try 
animals, who oppoſe his paſſage ; 3 with * 
inſcription, taken from Virgil. 

Per tela per hoſtes. - 
Thro' darts, and thro' foes. 
Ir is Cay to conceive that alluſion is made 
Here to our r hero. Tg 


% d 
5 2 I, 


Axe lion.ina Feld a ES 3 if 8 

| Magic cangare refulget. 

He ſhines ſill more by his candour. 
Tan connoiſſeurs in painting know that a 
picture whoſe ground is white, renders the c 

lours more lively, ang ſets the object in a KAT 
better light. It has been already mentioned that 
a 


a red lion — in a geld ee Gravel x 
arms of Courland : by joining to this idea that 
of candore, in the Latin inſcription, it will be 
eaſily. ſeen that this word does nat only;mean 
whiteneſs, but likewiſe-the candour and which 
of the hero towards. the king of F rance, whic 
is the TIF of the Allen. eee 5 


A red lion with a fogrging mouth, from which 
comes out a ſwarm of bees; with this TTY 
ee rariſſima forti. 

| Ku e; ſtrongeſt pretends to breetnels. 
| Hs emblem is founded upon what:the- be 
4 ſcripture ſays of the lion killed by Sampſon, 
Judge N. 14. Out of the Are came forth 


Ae By ahich-may tis ene e 
K tho the brave heros NAV! TOO AG 

ore. ſerious, xeſeryed, . — —.— 

 Hyget, 15 DE ares tto nfm 

a. marti e 9 
* with (ts vs 


7 
8 . > 2 —— — d 


A lion roaxin , Frith many different 1 at 
a diſt 2 H ory Mi look timerouſly 
round them; with this inſcriptian. 
_Rigeſcunt quando rugit. 

His very r roariu makes them tremble wit! fear, 
Tux naturaliſts pretend that the animals who 
hear the ro roaring of the lion are ſeized with ter- 
ror : ſo the | bare name of our * Was able | 


of r . 0 
5 . 
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XXIV. 


A red non going courageouſſy to meet his ene. a 
18 mies: ; with this legend. 3 
„ * Neſeit dare terga. . 7 5 
He knows not what it is to ay.” ; 
ALLUDING to the. valour and Ly of 
M. Saxe, who never ſhrunk in the field. 


„ 
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* 


4 red * who, allows a company of women 
and children to paſs oy by him; 1 4 
this inſcription. 
WVõn lædit inerme. 

. He ſpares thoſe who are unarmed. 

Tuats the naturaliſts ſay | of the lion, that be 
only attacks his enemies, and lets thoſe who do 
| weed no harm. paſs quietly... The like may be 
ſaid of our Rero, who, though a conqueror, ne- 
vertheleſs treated the pany lf of the conquered 

countries n humanity. 3 


XXVII. 


A lion half a-fleep ; 5 with this leg Send. 
8 Oculo vigilante guleſcit. N 3 
He repoſes with his eyes open. 


Tus lion is a true emblem of our! hero, Who 
more than once obſerved the enterprizes of the 
enemy, which they thought to conceal from his 
knowledge, Theſe happy. diſcoyeries: have. of. 
ten Gifappinted their . beſt-concerted, deſigns ; 5 
and hindered the effect of their 2 an even 
when they leaſt ts . 

* —— XXVII. 


; . 
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XXVII. 


A red lion who places his paws on the king 8 
knees, ſeated on his throne; and who looks 
lovingly at him; with this legend. 1 

[ Uni tantummods ſervits | 
. Fe ſerves none but him. 


* 


Tunis Weer. denotes his inviolable fidelity, | 


SY 


and his. perfect attachment, to his prince. It is 
known, that a lion is only tractable and obedi- 
ent to the voice 2 bis n 


— 


i 122 fi 51 551 K 
at XXVIII. 6 
4 len crowned mw Phoebus; 3 with this i in 
dae een | 
22 | p 3 2 Tpſe caranat. 2 Tis 0 en "I * 
1 crowns himſelf. „ ri 


Tuts emblem alludes tothe gracious rece- 
ption which the king, who is as the ſun of the 


fate, in acknowledgment of the great qualities 


of this illuſtrious general, has given him more | 


than once. 


* 


e, KR- 


A red Non, with a crown of my on 5 Kip bead; 
| and this inſcription. 
| Merito letatur honore. 
| He enjoys an honour which he well deſerves. 
By which we are made to underſtand how 
much the late marſhal was flattered with the 
gracious reception he met-with' from the king. 


' 
j 
ö 
! 
i 
i 
; 


nn_ 


A red lion dying; ; with this inſcription. 
| Inuicio inſuperabile fatum. | 
Tho invincible, he yields to fate. 
Wulcn denotes that tho our hero had till 
triumphed in all his campaigns, he could not re- 
ſiſt the powerful arm of death. | N 


A XXI. 


A red lion Juſt expired, above whom is a ſun half 
covered with a thick cloud, with this legend. 
LTuget. 
| It.is this death — Gendoak! ſad. 
In alluſion to the ſenſibility of his moſt chri- 
ſtian majeſty, upen the loſs of this great 


man, ” 4 g & * ** 2 5 > ” 1 5 
; 44 . 
; | * 4 


The acleſlisl . hat aſtronome 

ent him; with this inſeription, from Virgil,” 
Arden evexit ad ætbera virtus. 
His merit has exalted him to the heavens, 
THis alludes to the immortal reputation, 


1 our hero has acguired by his glorious. e 
ploits. 
XXXXIII. 


4 * lien whom Pallas covers with: flawer de 
lis's; Mith this inſcription. | 
| Manilus date lilia plents. | 
Let us throw handfuls of lillies on him. 
_ Arup to the remembrance which 
F — leaves behind him. 
XXXIV. 


| of, Marie, Cow! Saw: * 
XXXIV. | 


Fame, with the trumpet in her wal and her 
cheeks puffed- up, ready to ſound the praiſes 
of the late marſhal ; with this inſcription, . 

| Canan laudibns: impar. 
All her. praiſes fall ſhort of his deſert. 
Ta 18 ee needs no 3 


XX XV. 


An eagle mounting in the air, towards: 2 3. 
with this legend. 
His advolat ignibus alis. 
He does what he can to reach this great ſtar. 
. > Firs thus our hero conformed himſelf in eve- 
ry thing :40->ewill.ofiths ling. : and: read in 
his "oy es — he ee to do. 


XXXVI 


Hansel with his dub x an emblem of bravery z 
5 | With this inſeription. 


— Famam aue fattis; 
Elbe virtutis opts 


It is * grand exploits, that men become 
immortal. 3 f 


XXXVII. 
A non killed by Sampſon; Wie this legend 


Virtutis eft domare ques cuncti pavent. 
What! is moſt dreaded valour will ſurmount. 
Tls emblem alludes to- the victories which 
our hero obtained over the Dutch; ann 
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lic bears a lion crown'd, holding between his 
claws a bundle of darts. - | 


XXXVIII. 


A Hercules, who kills the pods of Lerna; 5 
with this inſcription. 
Megue ſuis eft tutior undis. 

Its waters unde hide it from the conqueror. 
THe hydra of the fable, according to the 
poets, was a terrible dragon with eight or nine 
heads, (ſome ſay fifty, others an hundred.) This 
monſter reſided in Greece, near a deep lake; and 
did great damage to the inhabitants in the neigh- 
3 Hercules happily rid the country of 

it. By this monſter with fo many heads, they 
1.4 a view to the republic of Holland, which is 
ſituated on the ſhores both of the fouthern and 
northern ſeas. The ſpirit of this emblem is the 


ſame with the preceding. 
XXXIX. 


A hero 3 ind bol his feet on n his ene- 
mies, beaten-down, and -ftretched on the ” 
ground; with this inſcription. © © 

Hola vincibilis morte. 


Death alone could conquer him. 
. XL, oo — 


A hero who receives a crown from _— 5 
a with this legend. 
Hæc ſola perennat. 
Tis this only which immortalizes. 
By which was ſignified, that the 7 , 
dere 
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dered to great men upon earth, are not infallible 


tokens that thelike are reſeryed for them in ehe; 
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A diamond ſet in gold ; with this inſeription. 
Ornaty: ornat. | 
Tt adorns, when it is adorned, 


A PRECIOUS ſtone, ſet in gold, raiſes ſtill the 


* 


3 
- 


value of this rich metal, and augments its luſtre: 


in the ſame manne! „the late marſhal, being the 
moſt illuſtrious by 18 birch, did honour to the 


firſt poſts to ED his merit had e 3 


6 a 


XIII. 


The aa one in a mariner '-compals ; ith 1 


N 1 „erb this inſcription. 2 
has t Nee 
He has but one thing in view. 


8 


THIS N denotes, that as the load- "ben 


is always directed towards the North; ſo all 
the views of the late marſhal, in his greateſt 
enterprizes, tended heaven -wards, from hence 
he expected à cron leſs periſhable than that 
which he received from, the hands of mens 


* ftone pe i with chis inſcription, N 


* 


Se ol Frangor, non Hector. 0 ; 
1 may be cruſt, 8 ings ie not Pri to bend, 5 

By 
| a x 2 Ry and the former legend 


differs from the HFFnGDs, which end] not ou con- 
ſiſtent. 


Py Anh a Are, Cott Saar. 


Br the pillar which, in effect; ſuffers ih be 
broker more eaſily thin bowed; alluſion is made 
to the late count Saxe; whom death has felled 


to the ground, although no other — could 
* him to Sive-way. 


XILIV. 


A Hercules N with his end and til in. 
ſcription. 
Hunt non fabula finxit. 
This here is no fiction. | 
T Hs emblem tends to ſhow, that, notwith- 
4 Nanding the pompous encomiums which the po- 
ets make in their verfes of the valour and cou- 
rage of Hercules, yet it is allowed to be nothing 
but fable: whereas all which is told with regard 
to the late marſhal; is ſtrictly conformable to 
truth; and, for this reaſon, he has much the ad- 
vantage of the fabulous Hercules. 6. 


XL. 


T he lion _" Ahesdy mentioned, couched in in 

a4 field argent; with this inſcription. 5 
Argentina it arca tandem.” 
Straſbourg, in fine, is his laſt abode. 

A DovBLE entendreuponthe arms of Cour- 
land, and the Latin word of Straſbourg, which is 
Argentina: that place glories i in being the depo- . 
fitory of the remains of a nobleman, who, in 
quality of duke of Courland elect, bore: fof arms; 
a dien couchant in a eld argent, 


4 
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